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PREFACE

This report focuses on the question of how the United States should
deal with the changing security environment in Asia—a vital and dy-
namic region of the world that may be entering a period of increased
instability.  It then addresses the implications for the U.S. Air Force in
shaping the environment, responding to potential crises, and
preparing for the long term.

This project was conducted in the Strategy and Doctrine Program of
Project AIR FORCE under the sponsorship of the Deputy Chief of
Staff for Air and Space Operations, U.S. Air Force (AF/XO), and the
Commander, Pacific Air Forces (PACAF/CC).  The report should be of
interest to the national security community and to segments of the
general public.  Comments are welcome and may be addressed to
the project leader, Dr. Zalmay Khalilzad.

Research was completed in fall 2000.
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Project AIR FORCE, a division of RAND, is the Air Force federally
funded research and development center (FFRDC) for studies and
analyses.  It provides the Air Force with independent analyses of
policy alternatives affecting the development, employment, combat
readiness, and support of current and future aerospace forces.  Re-
search is performed in four programs:  Aerospace Force Develop-
ment; Manpower, Personnel, and Training; Resource Management;
and Strategy and Doctrine.


