PREFACE

This report assesses Iran’s security policy. It examines broad drivers
of Iran’s security policy, describes important security institutions,
explores decisionmaking, and reviews Iran’s relations with key coun-
tries. It concludes by assessing the characteristics that distinguish
Iran’s security policy today.

This study’s findings will be of greatest interest to analysts and schol-
ars who seek to anticipate changes in Iran’s behavior or to under-
stand the more opaque developments in Iran. This study will also be
of interest to policymakers, who will be better able to adapt U.S.
policy to meet the challenges posed by Iran today and in the future.

This research was conducted for the Department of Defense within
the Center for International Security and Defense Policy of RAND’s
National Defense Research Institute, a federally funded research and
development center sponsored by the Office of the Secretary of
Defense, the Joint Staff, the Unified Commands, and the defense
agencies.
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