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PREFACE

This book contains thirteen papers that, collectively, provide a wide
variety of perspectives on future defense decisionmaking. The topics
range from the global security environment, to tools for assessing
both military manpower and information systems, to general tech-
niques for gauging the adequacy of military forces, to specific
techniques for improving defense decisionmaking, especially under
conditions of uncertainty. The papers were originally delivered as
lectures in a short-course series, “Defense Analysis for the 21st Cen-
tury,” that was sponsored by the RAND Graduate School and held in
RAND’s Washington, DC, offices.

The rethinking of defense planning will continue apace, spurred in
particular by September 11, 2001, and the war against terrorism; but
many of the ideas and conclusions presented here will retain their
relevance for years to come. While no attempt has been made to de-
velop a monolithic “RAND view” on the many challenges defense
planners face, readers will see in this collection themes and method-
ologies characteristic of RAND’s recent defense planning work. It is
hoped that these will be of interest to a broad class of individuals in
government, military service, universities, and industry. The inten-
tion has been to provide papers that both describe enough of the
research and analytic reasoning to convey a sense of how the work
was done and present findings that should be useful for some time to
come.

Most of the research underlying the papers in this book was con-
ducted in RAND’s three national security federally funded research
and development centers (FFRDCs): Project AIR FORCE, the Arroyo
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Center, and the National Defense Research Institute (NDRI). These
three centers are sponsored, respectively, by the Air Force, the Army,
and the Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Joint Staff.

RAND’s National Security Research Division oversaw the preparation
of this book for distribution within the defense analysis community.
This activity was made possible by funding from RAND’s continuing
program of self-sponsored independent research, which is derived,
in part, from the independent research and development provisions
of RAND’s contracts for the operation of its three U.S. Department of
Defense FFRDCs.
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