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Solutions for social and economic policy challenges in Latin America require a deep understanding  
of the local population, culture, and economy coupled with quality research and innovative solutions.  
To this end, CLASP research draws on the breadth and depth of RAND researchers in multiple fields—
from economics, sociology, demography, and psychology to public health and statistics—to conduct 
cutting-edge, interdisciplinary research that has impacts throughout the world. 

Our research strengths span many areas, including economic development, labor markets, pensions  
and aging, health and well-being, and early childhood education. Examples include a randomized control 
trial of a noncontributory pension program in Yucatán, an evaluation of the impact of access to private 
comprehensive schooling in Mexico City, and projects with the governments of Ecuador and Paraguay 
and the Inter-American Development Bank to implement the Longitudinal Social Protection Survey. 

CLASP benefits from the country experience of Latin American researchers who work in the center. 
This is enhanced by the multiple partners with whom we work. Collaboration with researchers and 
organizations is a cornerstone of CLASP’s work. We work with policymakers, universities, research 
institutions, and nonprofit organizations throughout the region. CLASP research has benefited significantly 
from partnerships with researchers and organizations in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico, 
and Peru, among others. Collaborations serve the double purpose of sharing knowledge and building 
capacity, both for our partners and our researchers. Additionally, advanced capabilities within RAND 
Labor and Population, such as RAND’s Multimode Interviewing Capability (MMICTM) survey software, 
equip CLASP researchers with optimal tools to design and evaluate policy interventions in Spanish, 
Portuguese, and local indigenous languages. CLASP also partners with Latin American census bureaus  
to develop joint survey capabilities and methods.

A complete description of all our projects can be found at  
www.rand.org/labor/centers/clasp

A hallmark of CLASP’s work is the combination of 
rigorous objective analysis with the formulation  
of clear and comprehensive policy recommendations.
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The RAND Corporation is a research organization that develops solutions to public policy challenges to help 
make communities throughout the world safer and more secure, healthier and more prosperous. RAND is 
nonprofit, nonpartisan, and committed to the public interest.
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