Appendix D

MOUT: ADOMESTIC CASE STUDY—
THE 1992 LOS ANGELES RIOTS

MG James Delk, CAARNG (Ret.)

Editor’s note: General Delk’s presentation began with a videotape clip
of commercial television news segments, announcing the results of the
trial in Simi Valley, California, in which Los Angeles policemen were
found not guilty of assaulting Rodney King. This was followed by am-
ateur video camera footage taken by a security guard in Los Angeles,
who was also a military policeman in the California Army National
Guard. That footage included twenty-seven gunshots fired by those
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participating in the riots. Some of those shots were aimed at fire
engines and ambulances. The final clip showed looting the next
morning.
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General Delk: This photograph was taken about 11:00 in the morn-
ing, and as you can see, the smoke over Los Angeles almost turned
day into night. That highlights one of the many differences we found
regarding this riot as compared to those of the 1960s. Do you
remember the riots affiliated with the Vietnam War protests? The
riots in Detroit, Watts, and Newark were very clearly nighttime phe-
nomena. The cops, soldiers, looters, and rioters rested during the
daytime.
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COMPARISONS

WATTS L. A.
1965 1992

TIMING DARKNESS DAY & NIGHT
DURATION 5 DAYS 36 HOURS
ETHNICITY BLACK ALL RACES
GANGS FEW / BENIGN MANY / VIOLENT
FIRE DISCIPLINE FREE FIRE TIGHT

INJURIES - FEW -
(70 /NNOCENTS ) f NONE KILLED

GEOGRAPHICAL SIZE 60 SQ BLOCKS | 100s SQ MILES

This slide lists some of the differences we found between the 1992
Los Angeles riots and those of earlier years. There are many, as you
can see. The first one I have already mentioned, the difference
between the times the riots occurred. That had a big impact. For
instance, the police knew when the trial would be over. The LAPD’s
SWAT team was told come to work at 6:00 P.M. because previous his-
tory had demonstrated that people don’t riot during the daytime.
The police therefore had to be ready for deployment in the evening
so as to be ready for action when it got dark. Well, by the time they
reported for work, the riots were already under way.

Duration was a second difference. The 1965 Watts riots were five
days long, while for all practical intents and purposes, the 1992 riots
were over in 36 hours. Another big difference was the ethnicity. You
get the impression from the early film clips that it was a black/white
riot, which was very typical of those in the 1960s. Not so in 1992. As
a matter of fact, most of the arrests were Hispanics, many of whom
were illegal immigrants. Further, there were not nearly as many
gangs in the 1965 riots. Gangs in earlier years were rather benign.
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They settled their differences with chains, baseball bats, and knives;
guns were comparatively rare. In 1992 they had literally thousands of
guns, many of them better than ours. In addition, they very quickly
looted gun warehouses and ended up with many more weapons.
Another difference related to the fire discipline demonstrated by
military and law enforcement personnel. In 1965 it was “Katie bar
the door.” We had .50 caliber machine guns and we used them. Ifa
sniper shot from behind a concrete wall, we just opened up with a .50
and cut the wall down. If he sniped at us from a rooftop, we cut off
the top of the roof. There were problems with that of course; we sus-
pect we killed at least five innocent civilians. We were very aware of
that in 1992. Sergeants major and senior officers remembered that
we had killed innocent people in 1965. It had a big impact on the
rules of engagement and how we handled ourselves.

Geographical size—you can see the Watts riots covered 60 square
blocks. In 1992 it was literally hundreds of square miles.
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There’s a map. From the top to the bottom of this map is 32 miles,
and this reflects only the area covered by actions on the first night of
the 1992 riots. And then it goes way off the map to Pomona, covering
literally hundreds of square miles, and that’s just LA. You may
remember that these riots affected several other cities in the United
States and Canada. There are a couple of notable points to be
emphasized. The first deals with command and control measures.
Operational types, the minute they get on the scene, look at easily
identifiable terrain features and allocate areas of responsibility. For
example, unit boundaries could be drawn along the big freeways
because they're so recognizable. That’s the automatic reaction of
any good operator. Wrong! Los Angeles police commands are not
divided up by freeways. Points such as these are very important to
understand because the military providing support in Los Angeles
had to break down and organize to work with law enforcement. Up
here in the corner, you see a picture of a Humvee. The people who
labeled this picture made a mistake which worked hugely to our
advantage. The caption stated that Humvees were armored vehicles.
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They’re no more armored than a good Buick in most cases. Fortu-
nately, the rioters didn’t know that. We never did have a bullet fired
at a Humvee.
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I want to also dispel a myth. There are a lot of black soldiers in the
40th Division. One book written by a FBI agent talked about our
having to identify gang members who wore America’s uniform so as
to send them home. If you'll pardon the expression, that’s B.S. We
know many of our soldiers are members of gangs. We had some
problems before the riots with some individuals wearing their gang
colors, blue for the Crips and red for the Bloods. That was quickly
taken care of by our sergeants major. When those men subsequently
put on America’s uniform, they were good soldiers. They helped us
to understand gang behavior. They were soldiers first and gang
members second.
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CHRONOEOGY
29 APRIL 1992
NOTICE GIVEN - VERDICT IN 2 HOURS
VERDICTS ANNOUNCED
CROWDS GATHER AT NORMANDIE AVE.
MAYOR EXPRESSES SHOCK

LOOTING OCCURS

LT. MOULIN DIRECTS NO FURTHER
DISPATCHES TO NORMANDIE

CHIEF GATES GOES TO FUND RAISER

Let me take you through the chronology. At 12:45 the judge told the
police that the verdict would be delivered in two hours. They actu-
ally had more time than that. Nevertheless, within 20 minutes of the
verdict, a crowd gathered at Normandie, the point at which it initially
blew up. You heard the mayor’s comments about “renegade cops.” 1
don’t think it’s coincidental that 15 minutes later, looting occurred.
You remember that there were some problems with the police
department, they’d be the first to admit the terrible mistakes that
they made. They didn’t realize how serious this initial event was.
They described the evening’s events as a “Mardi Gras” atmosphere,
and in places it was. However, there was a lot of killing going on also.
In fact, Chief Daryl Gates went to a fund-raiser.



