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A. AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

e Evaluation at multiple levels (from integrated science programs to individual decision
competence)

Environmental and health risk perception and communication

Decision making under uncertainty

Climate change adaptation and resilience

Urbanization and environmental health in the Asia-Pacific, Gulf of Mexico, and Mid-Atlantic
regions

My work links individual-level psychosocial factors and community-level cultural and demographic factors
with regional-level policy making about environmental and health risks such as climate change impacts,
urbanization, freshwater management, oil spills, and infectious disease outbreaks. | have developed and
implemented research aimed at evaluating the impact of complex, interdisciplinary science programs. The
evaluations have resulted in generalizable conceptual frameworks and diverse quantitative and qualitative
metrics. My work informs the development of tools to improve societal decision making about managing
hazards within social-ecological systems, particularly in the Asia-Pacific, Gulf of Mexico, and Mid-Atlantic
regions.

B. EDUCATION
University of Western Australia Psychology B.Sc., Honors, 1991
University of Western Australia Clinical Psychology M.Psych., 1998
University of Western Australia Psychology Ph.D., 1998

C. APPOINTMENTS
2013-present  Senior Behavioral and Social Scientist, RAND Corporation, Pittsburgh PA

2013-present  Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Engineering and Public Policy, Carnegie
Mellon University, Pittsburgh PA

2007-2021 Senior Fellow, East-West Center, Honolulu HI
2012-2017 Affiliate Graduate Faculty, Geography Department, University of Hawai‘i, Honolulu Hl

2006-2007 Senior Research Investigator, Center for Health Research Hawai‘i, Honolulu Hl
2001-2006 Research Investigator, Center for Health Research Hawai‘i, Honolulu Hl
1997-2001 Research Scientist, Decision Research, Eugene, Oregon

1997-2000 Visiting Scholar, Institute for Cognitive & Decision Sciences, Univ. of Oregon
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E. SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES

i. Principal Investigator of the NOAA-funded, interdisciplinary “Mid-Atlantic Regional Integrated
Sciences and Assessments (MARISA)” program, Phase Il, 2021-2026. MARISA conducts
integrated, interdisciplinary research to support decision makers in states along the Mid-Atlantic
coast of the U.S. to adapt to the changing climate. Lead for evaluation activities aimed at
assessing assess the program’s progress and inform course corrections as needed.

ii. Lead Principal Investigator for the NOAA-funded “Measuring and Modeling the Resilience to
Floods of Coastal Communities in Louisiana,” 2021-2023. This project seeks to test, validate, and
improve measures of community economic resilience in coastal Louisiana in order to enhance
their policy relevance.

iii. Co-Investigator for the NSF-funded “Impacts of COVID-19 on Labor Market Outcomes, Financial
Well-Being, and Mental Health,” 2021-2024. By surveying a nationally representative sample of
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Vi.

Vii.
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US adults, the primary goal is to longitudinally track the effects of the pandemic and the policy
responses on labor market outcomes, and enhance our understanding of the links between
employment, working conditions, financial well-being, and mental health.

Lead Principal Investigator and Director of the “Consortium for Resilient Gulf Communities”
(www.resilientgulf.org), 2014-2020. Funded by the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative, this $9
million, interdisciplinary collaboration aims to examine the health, social, and economic impacts of
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill on Gulf Coast communities. The research team includes
investigators from diverse disciplines (public health, economics, decision science, sociology,
environmental science, psychiatric epidemiology, law, evaluation, and community resilience)
partnering across the RAND Gulf States Policy Institute, Louisiana State University, Tulane
University, University of South Alabama, and Louisiana Public Health Institute.

Lead Principal Investigator for the NSF-funded project “How Built and Social Environments Affect
COVID-19 Disaster Impacts in the Gulf of Mexico,” 2021-2024. Building on the two prior waves of
the Survey of Trauma, Resilience, and Opportunity Among Neighborhoods in the Gulf
(STRONG), this research examines how characteristics of built and social environments are
associated with 1) changes in behavioral health and financial well-being from before to during the
pandemic and 2) COVID-19-related risk responses for residents in coastal counties in the Gulf of
Mexico.

Senior advisor for scientists, policy makers at federal, state, and local levels, and community
groups on: the roles of institutions and information systems in improving regional environmental
risk management capabilities; the state of crucial natural resources (water, land, forests,
biological reserves); and the risks due to natural and manmade hazards, emerging diseases, and
rapid urbanization.

Co-director, RAND Climate Resilience Center, 2021-2023

Member, Environmental Information Services Working Group, NOAA Science Advisory Board,
2020-2022

Member, Editorial Board of the Journal of Behavioral Decision Making

Ad-hoc reviewer for Risk Analysis; Social Science and Medicine; Judgment and Decision Making;
Journal of Economic Psychology; Public Policy and Marketing; Psychological Science;
Organizational Behavioral and Human Decision Processes.


http://www.resilientgulf.org/

	BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

