
What is the European Platform for Investing in 
Children (EPIC)? 
EPIC is an evidence-based online platform which clearly 
presents information on practices that work for children 
and their families.

Where can I find the website? 
EPIC can be accessed at http://europa.eu/epic/ 

What are the major sections of the website? 
The website provides various types of information:
•	 Within the Practices that Work area of the site, 

Evidence-Based Practices is a database of practices that 
have been implemented across EU Member States 
which meet EPIC’s evaluation criteria. The Practice User 
Registry enables policymakers to exchange knowledge 
on user-based practices currently being implemented. 
These sections are complementary and equally valuable 
in terms of knowledge sharing.

•	 The Country Profiles, EU Activities and Statistics sections 
contain information on where to learn more about 
child and family policy in the EU.

•	 The Events, News and Studies and Reports pages feature 
up-to-date information on the most recent news and 
reports relating to child and family policy.

Who runs the EPIC website? 
The platform is operated by the European Commission’s 
DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion. Day-to-
day management is undertaken by RAND Europe, an 
independent, not-for-profit policy research organisation 
with offices in Cambridge and Brussels.

What makes the European Platform for Investing in 
Children different? 
EPIC is unique because:
•	 It focuses on evidence. Eligibility for inclusion in the 

Evidence-Based Practices section is determined by an 
evaluation framework comprising quality criteria that 
assess evidence of the effectiveness, transferability, and 
enduring impact for each practice.

•	 It is interactive. The platform is designed to foster 
knowledge sharing and collaboration among 
policymakers and practitioners. Users are encouraged to 
register child-focused ‘practices that work’ and to interact.

What if my practice isn’t listed on the EPIC website? 
We encourage you to submit your practice to the EPIC 
website. The project team is always looking for new and 
innovative practices, and will then get back in touch with you.

How can I submit a practice to EPIC? 
You can use the online submission form, or send an email 
to the EPIC project team (EMPL-EPIC@ec.europa.eu). 

What if my practice has not been evaluated? 
•	 EPIC is unique among best practices sites in that it 

actively encourages and facilitates the exchange of 
experience and practical lessons learned through its 
User Registry. We recognise the need to accommodate 
innovative practices that may not have been evaluated, 
and we agree that innovation is important, as is facilitating 
the exchange of experience and practical lessons learned. 
The team acknowledges that evaluation may require time 
and resources and that evaluation methods vary across 
the EU-27. Although only evaluated practices meeting 
EPIC’s quality criteria would be included in the Evidence-
Based Practices database, the EPIC team looks forward 
to collaborating with all stakeholders in the field, and 
is in the process of developing an evaluation toolkit as a 
resource to help those who wish to assess their practices.

Will my funding be affected if my practice isn’t 
recognised by EPIC? 
EPIC is geared to improve the exchange of information 
on what is used and what works in child policy between 
policymakers, academics and practitioners. It is not intended 
to be used to make funding decisions, for example.

For more information please contact:
Dr Christian van Stolk (stolk@rand.org)
Dr Rebecca Kilburn (kilburn@rand.org)
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RESEARCH APPROACH

RAND Europe was asked to design an evaluation 
framework to identify high-potential practices based on 
evidence, which meets scientific standards of 
transparency and replicability.
nEvaluation criteria: Our framework assesses practices 

against three quality criteria: Evidence of Effectiveness, 
Transferability and Sustainability 

nGrading: Where evidence is strong in a category, 
practices may be graded . Outstanding practices may 
be graded .in ‘evidence of effectiveness’. Practices 
where evidence is weak are graded  or . Where 
evidence is incomplete, a  is given. 
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child policies
bear fruit?

How can the best child-friendly 
practices be identified EU-wide? 

RAND Europe's evaluation 
framework provides a tool. 

 Which
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EVIDENCE OF EFFECTIVENESS

Is there a solid foundation? Each practice is 
assessed against six evidence criteria:
nSome form of comparison group is utilised 
nSample size is at least 20 per group 
nOutcomes relate to topic definitions; no significant 

negative outcomes reported
nSignificant (p<0.1) positive results on at least one 

relevant outcome
nEffect size at least 10% of standard deviation
nAttrition below 25% or otherwise acceptable.
Practices which fail to achieve  in this category will 
not be included.

+

EVIDENCE OF TRANSFERABILITY

Can it be replicated elsewhere? Breadth 
of impact is assessed using two criteria:
nReplication. Program has been evaluated in 

at least one other population
nMaterials are available that allow 

replication.

IMPACT

The RAND Corporation has operated the Promising Practices Network (PPN) in the US for 
over 10 years. PPN provides quality evidence-based information about what works to 
improve the lives of children, families and communities. The new European framework builds 
on this US experience and body of work. It is still at an early stage of implementation, but 
desired impacts include:
nDistinguish between practices. The goal is to provide policymakers with reliable and 

effective examples of interventions to inform decisions.
nPromote an evaluation culture. An EU-wide tool can establish common criteria for 

practitioners to use when designing and evaluating initiatives. 
nEncourage regional comparison. An EU database comparable to PPN in the US will 

allow cross-regional learning.
See http://www.promisingpractices.net  http://europa.eu/epicand

DOES THE PRACTICE 
QUALIFY FOR REVIEW?

Practices which meet 
basic requirements will 

be eligible for evaluation 
by an expert team:

EVIDENCE OF ENDURING IMPACT

Are benefits long term? Longer 
term impact is assessed against the 
following:
nFollow-up conducted for at least 

two years, with at least one 
significant positive outcome.

OVERALL EVIDENCE LEVEL

Does the practice 
relate to an EPIC 

policy area?

Are the findings 
available in 

written form?

Has it been 
implemented in an 
EU member state?

Practices that meet evidence requirements will 
be posted on the EPIC website as a resource 
for policymakers, funders and 
practitioners

BACKGROUND

The European Platform for Investing in Children (EPIC) is an 
EC initiative to explore trends in child policy and provide a 
platform for sharing views and best practices. The EPIC policy 
areas are:
nSupporting parenting and assisting with childcare
nHelping vulnerable children
nFacilitating positive transitions to adulthood
nPromoting families' financial wellbeing
nFostering family-friendly workplaces. 
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For More Information
Visit RAND at www.rand.org

Explore RAND Europe

View document details

Support RAND
Browse Reports & Bookstore

Make a charitable contribution

Limited Electronic Distribution Rights
This document and trademark(s) contained herein are protected by law as indicated in a notice 
appearing later in this work. This electronic representation of RAND intellectual property is 
provided for non-commercial use only. Unauthorized posting of RAND electronic documents to 
a non-RAND Web site is prohibited. RAND electronic documents are protected under copyright 
law. Permission is required from RAND to reproduce, or reuse in another form, any of our research 
documents for commercial use. For information on reprint and linking permissions, please see 
RAND Permissions.

The RAND Corporation is a nonprofit institution that helps improve policy and 
decisionmaking through research and analysis.

This electronic document was made available from www.rand.org as a public 
service of the RAND Corporation.
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