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THE ISSUE

Illicit opioids, particularly illicitly manufactured fentanyl, are major contributors to overdose deaths in the 
United States.  Illicitly manufactured fentanyl is involved in most overdose deaths. Understanding the prevalence 
and characteristics of illicit opioid use is critical for forecasting treatment needs and assessing the value of 
regulatory and policy decisions.

STUDY FOCUS

To estimate the prevalence of illicit opioid use, this study fielded an online survey with targeted demographic 
quotas from June 10th to June 17th, 2024.  A total of 1,515 participants aged 18 or older from the United States 
completed the survey.

KEY FINDINGS

• 11% of respondents reported illicit opioid use within the last 12 months.

• 7.5 % reported use of illicitly manufactured fentanyl.

• These rates are much higher than previously reported estimates.

IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY

This study shows a higher prevalence of illicit opioid use than previously reported, highlighting the need for more 
timely and accurate data to inform policy and intervention strategies. The survey used in this study could be part 
of a national toolkit to quickly and repeatedly monitor illicit opioid prevalence at low cost. More near real time 
data are needed to evaluate not only where we are in the epidemic, but more importantly whether we’re making 
progress in containing it.
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