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THE INFORMATION REVOLUTION IS TRANSFORMING THE NATURE OF
conflict across the spectrum: from open warfare to terrorism, crime, and even radical
social activism.  The era of massed field armies is passing, as new information and
communications systems increase the lethality of smaller units at greater distances. The
Internet and other media are empowering individuals and small groups to influence states
by using methods short of war.  Information and knowledge are becoming the key
elements of power. This implies, among other things, that Mars, the old brute-force god
of war, must give way to Athena, the well-armed goddess of wisdom. Accepting Athena 
as the patroness of this information age represents a first step not only in preparing for
future conflicts, but also for preventing them.
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. . . winning the conflicts of tomorrow, both large and
small—or better yet, preventing, limiting, or mitigating them—will increas-
ingly depend on how the new intangibles, including everything from 
satellite-based tactical intelligence to strategic perception management at 
the geopolitical levels, are exploited. . . .”

Alvin and Heidi Toffler,
from the foreword of In Athena’s Camp:  
Preparing for Conflict in the Information Age

When war happened mainly in distant places like far off
deserts, war was the province of military men and a few politicians. One of
the key messages of In Athena’s Camp is that the information age has
transformed the landscape and conduct of conflict. Today we live on a new
battlefield; we communicate with it, are entertained by it; we conduct our
commerce on it; and we work on it. In Athena’s Camp is, therefore, not just
for military leaders. Rather, the new realities of the network world mean 
that all of us need to pay attention to the meaning of security in this
revolutionary landscape. The essays in this book provide a comprehensive 
and insightful first look at this underside of the transformation to the
information-enabled network world.”

—Peter Schwartz, 
Chairman, Global Business Network, 
and author, The Art of the Long View
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