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WHEN TERRORISTS DO THE TALKING:
REFLECTIONS ON TERRORIST LITERATURE!?

INTRODUCTION

Much research has been devoted to examining what terrorists have
done in the past and to identifying trends for predicting what they
might do in the future. Less attention, however, has been focused on
terrorist motivations, mindset or indeed, on terrorists' self-
perceptions. By using the primary materials provided by the terrorists
themselves, such as memoirs, statements, interviews, and communiques
much information about the terrorist mindset and decisionmaking process
can be gleaned.

Though they use violent actions to send a message of fear and
intimidation, terrorists must also use written and spoken language to
legitimize, rationalizé, and justify those actions. Although terrorism
is often described as a form of communication, terrorists are rather
poor communicators. Like many poor writers, what they lack in clarity
they often make up for in quantity. Yet what terrorists do say about
themselves is often more revealing than they intend.

Ample historic examples of appealing causes and precedents for
terrorism exist,? yet the rationales for today's terrorism frequently

'This paper will appear in the December 1987 Journal of Strategic
Studies Special Issue on "Inside Terrorist Organizations." An earlier
version of the paper was presented at the Internatiomal Conference on
Terrorism Research held in Aberdeen, Scotland in April 1986 and was
recently published in Current Research on Terrorism, (Aberdeen
University Press, 1987) edited by Paul Wilkinson, as "Euroterrorists
Talk About Themselves: A Look at the Literature."

2The examples of the French and American revolutions and successful
colonial revolts are frequently cited.



undergo severe strain. In the 1980s terrorist violence is directed
against societies that have more avenues available than ever before for
citizens to express and redress grievances. Such a paradox requires
extensive explanation by the terrorist to rationalize and jusﬁify his
actions not only to an audience of perceived or potential sympathizers,
but also to himself.

Thé fundamental contradiction terrorists must deal with is that
while they deliberately employ what society regards as terrorist
violence, they characterize their actions as something else.® While a
criminal may accept that he is indeed a criminal, a terrorist goes to
extraordinary lengths to deny that he is a terrorist. This denial may

consist not only of semantic denial but of recharacterizing terrorists

"non

as "freedom fighters, revolutionaries," etc., and at the same time

depicting the state and its representatives as the "criminals" and
"terrorists."* Rebels, for example, claim to be using terrorist violence
as only a part of a larger revolutionary strategy. Terrorism, they
often claim, is merely one necessary step in a broader struggle. Yet

the revolution they propose is difficult for the public to grasp: it

*Issues of definition have presented a problem to many parties
seeking a clear boundary for what should be considered terrorism. The
label has become so burdened with value connotations that the actors
themselves reject it, a distinct change from the turn of the century
when anarchists and revolutionaries proudly adopted it. Terrorism in
this essay refers to a definition first used by Thornton in "Terror as a
Weapon of Political Agitation", Internal War: Problems and Approaches,
edited by Harry Eckstein, 1964, p. 73: "Terror is a symbolic act
designed to influence political behavior by extranormal means, entailing
the use or the threat of violence.” Additionally, it is determined by
the nature of the act and not by the nature of the perpetrator. See
also Brian Jenkins, The Study of Terrorism: Definitional Problems, The
RAND Corporation, December 1980, P-6563.

“For the purposes of this paper, I will risk the criticisms of
rebels by labeling subnational groups employing violence as "terrorists"
throughout.



demands that the rebels communicate their purpose, role, rationale, and
legitimacy to the people for whom they claim to wage the battle. They
must show that the violence is useful; thus they must engage a verbal,
as well as a violent, strategy. However, to convince others, they must
themselves be convinced.®

The war of labels then becomes extremely important in the contest
between authorities and the terrorist challengers to win the sympathies
of the public. This terrorist "name-calling" needs to be listened to
carefully. Terrorist statements give us our best, and sometimes only,
inside view of terrorist life and thinking. To comprehend the terrorist
mindset it is crucial to uncover its rationale, motivations, and
mechanisms for denial.

In 1979, Nathan Leites recognized that, although much work is being
conducted on what terrorists do, and some on what makes them do it, very
little considers 'what they thought they were doing," or more precisely,
"what good [they thought] it would do."® There are several reasons for
this gap. One is the paucity of relevant data provided by the rebels
themselves. When terrorists write or speak about themselves, it is
often indirectly. The message carried by terrorist violence is not
always heard or understood as the terrorists would like it to be. For

*David C. Rapoport was, to my knowledge, the first to make such an
assertion about the terrorist mentality. In his 1971 primer on
Assassination and Terrorism he states, "All terrorists must deny the
relevance of guilt and innocence, but in doing so they create an
unbearable tension in their own souls, for they are in effect saying
that a person is not a person. It is no accident that left-wing
terrorists constantly speak of a "pig-society"; by convincing themselves
that they are confronting animals they hope to stay the remorse which
the slaughter of the innocent necessarily generates." Assassination and
Terrorism, Toronto, CBC Merchandising, 1971, p. 42.

®Nathan Leites, 'Understanding the Next Act', Terrorism, Vol. 3,
1979, p. 1.
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example, while terrorists would prefer a particular bombing to convey to
the audience a message of "solidarity with the oppressed peoples of the
Third World," the audience may simple read "mayhem and destruction."
So, not only do terrorists throw bombs, but they often have to write.
It appears that, often unconsciously, the purposes of these communiques
are not only to explain terrorist actions to others, but to persuade the
terrorists themselves that what they have done was justified,
appropriate, and carried sufficient weight in the pursuit of the cause.
Most such material is event-related, written before or just after a
particular terrorist action, or in the form of declaratory communiques.
Occasionally terrorists will issue explanatory political tracts, give
patchy interviews with frequently sympathetic journalists, or--on the
very rare occasion that a terrorist lives long enough and has the
inclination--write memoirs. What material of this nature does exist is
rarely published and even more difficult to obtain in the original.
When it is available, it is also frequently ponderous repetitive
reading. Consequently, this valuable primary source is often neglected.
This analysis of terrorist literature suggests how terrorists see
themselves, what they think they are doing, and what they think their
actions will accomplish. It also proposes a simple framework for a more
systematic examination of the terrorists' view of themselves and their
actions. Terrorist communications can be analyzed from two different
aspects: how they persuade (or intend to persuade) others (what I call
the propaganda aspect) and how they persuade themselves (the auto-
propaganda aspect.) Keeping these two purposes in mind when reading

1t

terrorist literature, we can perhaps address Leites' question, .how

do they make it plausible to themselves that their acts serve the



attainment of their goal?"” It is the mechanics of such self-explanation
that provide us with valuable insights into the workings and mindset of

the group.

Focus

The existence of several different types of terrorist groups, many
with differing aims and sociopolitical contexts, further complicates the
study of terrorist literature and thwarts most attempts at
generalization. Part of the complexity of terrorism is the fact that it
is conducted by a variety of idiosyncratic individuals with widely
divergent national and sociocultural backgrounds. Efforts to provide an
overall "terrorist profile" is misleading, for, as Jerrold Post
cautions, "there are nearly as many variants of personality who become
involved in terrorist pursuits as there are variants of personality."®
To reduce the errors inherent in making generalizations, a study must
necessarily limit itself to an examination of terrorists from a
particular geographical area and with a similar ideological bent. In
the cases taken for this paper the assumption is made that, although a
number of nationalities are represented, they share the experience of
being "Western" or "European" and claim similar ideological frameworks
of the radical left. Eventually it may be possible to make useful cross-
national, cross-cultural, and cross-ideological comparisons.

Post makes a useful distinction between "anarchic-ideologues' such
as the Italian Red Brigades or the German Red Army Faction, and
"nationalist-secessionist" groups such as the Spanish Basques of ETA

Ibid., p. 2.

#Jerrold Post, "Notes on a Psychodynamic Theory of Terrorist
Behavior", Terrorism, Vol. 7, No. 3, 1984, p. 242.



(Basque Homeland and Liberty) or the Irish Republican Army, stating that

There would seem to be a profound difference between
terrorists bent on destroying their own society, the "world of
their fathers,' and those whose terrorist activities carry on
the mission of their fathers. To put it in other words, for
some, becoming terrorists is an act of retaliation for real
and imagined hurts against the society of their parents; for
others, it is an act of retaliation against society for the
hurt done to their parents..... This would suggest more
conflict, more psychopathology, among those committed to
anarchy and destruction of society....®

To illustrate the proposed framework for examining terrorist
literature, this study uses a variety of material written and spoken by
European "anarchic-ideologues"--specifically, the major left-wing groups
found in France, West Germany, Italy, and Belgium. These groups are
frequently categorized in very general terms as anarchist/millenialists
or, more recently, "Euroterrorists”. This analysis employs material
from Belgian groups such as the Communist Combatant Cells (CCC) and the
Revolutionary Front for Proletarian Action (FRAP); from French groups
such as Action Directe (Direct Action or AD); from German groups such as
Rote Armee Fraktion (Red Army Faction or RAF), Revolutionary Cells (RZ),
and Rote Zora (or Red Help); and from Italian groups such as Brigate
Rosse (Red Brigades or RB) and Prima Linea (PL).!®

1

Although these particular groups have different ages,'! all trace

their roots and initial inspiration to the student revolts in Europe in

®Ibid., p. 243.

1%The sources enlisted in this study are representative, and not a
comprehensive compilation of all such primary source material.

*IThe French AD was created in 1979 and the CCC not until 1984,
while the Italian Red Brigades and the German RAF were well into their
second generation by that time. Several current groups are the result
of the decline, splitting, or "regeneration" of previous groups.



1968, which originated in the protest movement against the Vietnam War.
Focusing most of their energies on changing or overthrowing the
governments of their respective countries, they share a common hatred
for the United States and claim allegiance to a revolutionary
brotherhood dedicated to solidarity with Third World liberation
movements. It was in 1981 that the Red Brigades, formerly considered
purely an Italian problem, first struck out at NATO with its kidnapping
of U.S. General James Dozier. Periodically thereafter, other anti-
NATO attacks occurred throughout Europe, culminating in 1984 and 1985
with a flurry of attacks and a declaration of unity by the German Red
Army Faction and the French Action Directe. Joint actions by these
groups, with implied Italian inspiration, along with continued and
apparently coordinated attacks against American, NATO, and Israeli
targets by the entire spectrum of radical left groups throughout Europe
(from Greece, to Portugal, to Belgium), led to the coining of the phrase
"Euroterrorism" and the implication that an international master cell
was in place guided by a single objective of destroying the Western
alliance. European terrorist groups enjoyed an increase in stature as
European countries scurried to work together as cooperatively as they
imagined the terrorist groups had already succeeded in doing.

Although the "Euroterrorists" are particularly interesting because
of their longevity and attempt at unification, the choice of these
groups to examine terrorist literature is purely arbitrary. The
conclusions to be drawn about the usefulness of terrorist literature

from such an examination are by no means limited to these groups.



THE FRAMEWORK

Numerous behavioral assessments have been made of terrorist
literature, using psycho-linguistics, psychiatric assessments, psycho-
logic analysis, propaganda analysis, and even graphological analysis.!?
More appropriate for this type of literature is the use of traditiomal
content analysis, which examines the texts as a whole rather than
breakiné them down into phrases and words. Although the original work
is the most valid object for study, much information can still be
derived from translations. For any such study, a familiarity with the
group and its political context is essential.

The primary problem is to organize such a general content analysis
so that it reaches beyond speculative surmising and sheds light upon the
inner workings of the terrorist group. If one accepts Post's argument
that a key motivation for membership in a terrorist group is the sense
of belonging and the fraternity of like-minded members, it follows that
there will be enormous apprehensions that the group may fall apart.
This issue can be monitored through the reading of terrorist literature
with a view to ascertaining a group's vulnerabilities by pinpointing the
group's sensitivities, internal disagreements, and moral weaknesses.

First, the audience of a communique or tract must be delineated.
Normally, the purpose of a terrorist writing is to reach more than one
audience. The government is the most prominent one. The communique
claims credit and offers justification for an action. It threatens
further action, and often demands specific changes or moves to prevent
further violence.

'2 See works by Konrad Kellen, On Terrorists and Terrorism, The

RAND Corporation, December 1982, N-1942-RC; and A. Kaplan, "The
Psychodynamics of Terrorism', Terrorism, 1978.



A second prominent audience is the group's "constituency'--"the

m o

people,”" "the workers," or "the oppressed peoples of the Third World."
The purpose of the communique is to inform this audience of the group's
purpose, their courage, and their selflessness; it proclaims the group's
love and sacrifice for this people they no longer see, and attempts to
engender support among them, to draw sympathy and, perhaps, to mobilize
them.

A third important and crucial, but less prominent, audience is the
members of other like-minded groups. Whether they are in competition or
in cooperation with one another, terrorist groups nurture large,
sensitive egos. Their pride requires that they transmit their worth to
all other groups. Acceptance into the "terrorist community" is not only
essential to a group's national and/or international standing, but also
generates a pool of sympathizers and potential recruits. Solidarity
with other groups enlarges their image and buys them similar salutes of
solidarity, creating the effect of a larger and more powerful
organization.

The most important and least obvious audience is the terrorists
themselves. To maintain morale, the members of a group must feel good
about themselves. Writing is the expression of the group's immediate
feelings and is an attempt to adjust them constantly upward. Thus, the
auto-propaganda effect of communiques is to applaud and glorify the
terrorists, to justify and even to criticize their actions, to motivate
members to further activity, and, as described by Albert Bandura, to
promote what he calls the "moral disengagement" of the group.!?

'3Albert Bandura, "Mechanisms of Moral Disengagement,'" unpublished

paper presented at the Interdisciplinary Research Conference on "The
Psychology of Terrorism: Behaviors, World-Views, States of Mind,"
Washington, D.C., March 1987.
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Assuming that terrorists are products of the society in which they’
live (setting aside for the moment psychopaths or otherwise disturbed
persons who may be, but rarely are, members) we can also expect that
they have incorporated to some extent certain moral standards and rules
of conduct. This assumption is further strengthened when we recognize
that terrorists are deliberately overstepping moral bounds and therefore
must be‘aware of what they are doing.!* Violating the rules brings
social condemnation, but more importantly, it also brings self-
condemnation which Bandura asserts, is activated by learned "internal
regulators.”!® Bandura describes ways in which one can turn off these
regulators and be "disengaged" from inhumane conduct, and those
mechanisms are particularly relevant in an examination of terrorist
literature.

Although Bandura points out that this act of disengagement is not
unusual {people must frequently rationalize actions they carry out that
have or could have injurious effects), it appears that it is an
overriding concern of terrorists. It has long been known that an
indoctrination process is necessary to prepare members of a terrorist
group to carry out violent acts.!'® Bandura calls this the development of

17

"self-exonerations needed to neutralize self-sanctions'!7, or what we

might call rationalizing guilt.

'%*Again, this point has been suggested earlier by David C.
Rapoport: "To speak of the systematic use of terror for publicity and
provocation purposes is to presume, of course, that the antagonists in
some critical senses share a moral community."” See "The Politics of
Atrocity™ in Terrorism: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Yonah Alexander
and Seymour Maxwell Finger, eds, The John Jay Press, 1977, p. 51.

t®*Bandura, p. 1.

183ee for example, Menachem Begin, in his chapter on going
underground: "We Fight, Therefore We Are," The Revolt, pp. 26-46.

!7Bandura, p. 1.
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Because so much of the "Euroterrorist" literature serves the auto-
propaganda purpose, and since the aim of this study is to show how
terrorists understand themselves, the remainder of this essay elaborates
auto-propaganda themes. One tends to picture terrorist activity as
extraordinary but it is striking how often and how emphatically
terrorists describe their activities in the moral language used by
ordinary society. FEuroterrorists' pamphlets are written to support a
"war," and that term is used in a literal, not metaphorical, sense. For
it is in war, Franco Ferracuti says, that society permits violence, and
"the 'normal' [not insane] terrorist is therefore like a soldier outside
of time and space living in a reality of war that exists only in his or
her fantasy."!? Comparing real war with the terrorists' war, he argues
that the terrorists are actually attempting to replicate certain
conditions that must exist for a socially justifiable war to take place.
This process involves identifying a crisis (or creating omne), building
an organized collectivity of opposition, transforming the "enemy' into

1

something "alien and hostile," and building a reciprocal "maniacal

feeling of increasing power and invulnerability." Elements such as

these are abundant in terrorist literature, which contains constant

"o 131

references to the "armed struggle" "war on imperialist war," and to self-

characterizations as "soldiers.” They are clearly evident in the
following sections from a communique from Action Directe:
BUILD UP THE POLITICAL-MILITARY FRONT IN WESTERN EUROPE AS
PART OF THE WORLDWIDE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE INTERNATIONAL
PROLETARIAT AND THE IMPERIALIST BOURGEOISIE.
18Franco Ferracuti, "A Sociopsychiatric Interpretation of

Terrorism," The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, September 1982, p. 136.
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NEVER BE DETERRED BY THE ENORMOUS DIMENSIONS OF YOUR OWN

GOALS.

THE WEST EUROPEAN GUERRILLAS ARE CONVULSING THE EUROPEAN

CENTER. '?

To maintain the "war footing" it is also necessary to discredit
legal or peaceful attempts to fight the battle. In the following
excerpt ‘from a declaration of responsibility for the bombing of a
computer office of the French Ministry of Defense, the italicized words
(my emphasis) demonstrate this fascination with the image that the
terrorists are "at war" because of the imminence of war, and the
futility of other nonviolent means,

Wars, war economy, a continuing economy based on grms: This

is the central characteristic of the economy of imperialism,

the constant stimulus it needs to stay afloat. Whether it be

a question of the two great wars, the cold war of the 1950s,

the some 250 armed conflicts the world experienced from 1945

to 1984, the intensification of weapons spending. ..

militarism clearly appears as the lifesaver to which

capitalism systematically clings whenever the forces inherent

in its own system risk sinking it in the abyss of crisis.

Confronted with the need inherent in the system, it is

ridiculous to look to peaceful pacifism.?®

To the terrorists the time is long past for engaging the legal
system of the state or using peaceful protest to change the system. The
"capitalists'" cards are stacked against them. The reigning system has
built-in mechanisms for "pacification of the antagonism of the masses."
While "the bell jar of state security that is in place over society does
not disappear, but rather is felt by increasing numbers of the people,

}*Communique of Action Directe, June 1985.
2%"Communique from Action Directe," Ligne Rouge, 13 July 1984.
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the screw of impoverization that they have applied begins to take
hold."?! The terrorist is not deluded.

It may be that violence, terror, or simply illegal actions breed
more satisfaction and the image of potential results despite the higher
risks. In every case the terrorist effort is described, as any "just"
war would be, as the strategy of last resort. It is not seen as a4 more
expedient course, nor is there a limit ever outlined in the pamphlets,
as contrasted with the memoirs, which would indicate that the desire to
act frequently determines the decision to take up arms.

Our original conception of the organization implied a

connection between the urban guerrilla and the work at the

base. We would like it if each and all of us could work in

the neighbourhoods and factories, in socialist groups that

already exist, influence discussion, experience and learn.

This has proved impossible.... Some say that the possibilities

for agitation, propaganda and organisation are far from being

eradicated and that only when they are, should we pose the

question of arms. We say: it will not really be possible to
profit from any political actions as long as armed struggle

does not appear clearly as the goal of the

‘politicisation....??

The auto-propaganda effect of these messages is to persuade the
terrorist the enemy is real, the cause just, and the terrorist's
existence not only justified, but called for by the urgency of the
moment. It is difficult but necessary to maintain this sense of
urgency. For while they wait, discuss, and delay action, the enemy is
overtaking them: "The period of small steps [by the imperialists] and of
hitting individual targets is over; the acceleration of the process of
reconstruction is now proceeding with the regularity of a steam
roller...[over the bodies of the workers]."?23
2lBrigitte Monhaupt from prison, 26 March 1985.
22"'RAF Philosophy," The German Guerrilla: Terror, Reaction, and

Resistance, Cienfuegos Press, United Kingdom, undated, p. 98.
23"Communique from Direct Action," Zusammen Raempfen, July 1985.
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Indeed, terrorists are endowed with particular qualities that allow
them to carry on the struggle, "to work towards a strategy of communist
liberation of the proletariat", because they can "regard the present

" and recognize that the "historic task

with the insights of tomorrow...
of the communists--both as a faction and as an organized avant garde of
the proletariat--is to understand the movement of capital in its
entiret?...to understand...the development of the revolutionary
consciousness of the proletariat...."?"* Although the terrorist relies

1"2s

upon '"Marxist analysis in order to understand reality, without

violent action such "Marxist methodology would deteriorate to a static

theorizing about reality." With both methodology and action, terrorists

feel they can "really develop the dynamic of construction/destruction.'?®
Although often difficult to comprehend, terrorism is a rational

strategy in which the benefits exceed the costs for its employers. The

driving force and justifications for a group's existence are moral. The

"just" war is the battle against evil, and always in self-defense.

Going against the prevailing system and mores and using violen;e in a

"legitimate" fashion can provide individuals with personal satisfaction

far beyond the stated "cause." Obviously, there are many motives for

engaging in such unconventional activities.

2%Zusammen Kaempfen, July 1985, pp. 3-6.
2%Ibid.
2%Ibid.
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When the media "misrepresents our combat” by introducing

"27 and by labeling the combatants as

"questioning and suspicion
"anarchists," more explanations are needed and more communiques are
generally issued. Terrorists treasure their commitment to the people,
believe the feelings are reciprocal, and fashion themselves as
adventurous young people who, with little trouble and much ingenuity,

are able to make an impact on the state. Intrigue is the exciting part

of the game and "intelligence [covert action] is not a shameful

4 1m2s

disease..." but a "necessary practice...

Memoirs of defectors and depositions given by repentant terrorists
reveal that terrorists themselves have debated the issues of the
morality of violence and just what constitutes "terrorism."?? Living
underground, such individuals slowly become divorced from reality,
descending into a world in which they wage Ferracuti's "fantasy war."
They can never rest or withdraw from the struggle, however. The German
defector Klein describes the misery of his life after leaving the group,
still hiding underground but this time without his comrades, living in

fear of them as well as of the authorities. Klein has swapped one

struggle for another.?®

27w r

1985.

28Tbid.

?%See for instance, Menachem Begin's defence of the actions of the
Irgun and denial that its members were terrorists in The Revolt, Nash
Publishing, NY, 1978, pp. 45-56 and 59-61.

*'Hans-Joachim Klein, "Les Memoires d'un Terroriste International”,
Liberation, 8 October 1978.

Concrete Answers to Concrete Questions, CCC Communique, May
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Because the abstract boundary between political terror and crime is
not clear, there is a continuing need to elevate the terrorist motive
above that of the criminal, a need that becomes elemental to the
terrorist's perception of his success.?' This need to justify and
validate his violent actions becomes a consuming part of his existence,
for the terrorist is aware of the moral and legal boundaries he
oversteps. This is why he must fashion himself as a soldier.?? But he
must also be a victim, one whose pain assures that he will prevail: "Not
those who cause the most suffering will be victorious, but rather those
who suffer the most!"®? Dying for the cause is the ultimate propaganda
act and proof of one's dedication to others. Turning terrorist violence
against the terrorist becomes an exquisite paradox--passively killing
oneself so as to believe oneself.3*

Apparently, the auto-propaganda aspect of words and actions can at
times become too powerful and dominating, to the point that the group
loses touch with reality. Popular support can hardly be gained by a

*INote that this is in contrast to early anarchist theory in Russia
and Western Europe at the end of the 19th century and during the 1960s
which explicitly endorsed all criminal activity as revolutionary.

#2To further illustrate the relationship of military violence to
terrorist violence see David C. Rapoport, "The Politics of Atrocity,"
Terrorism: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Yonah Alexander and Seymour
Maxwell Finger, eds., The John Jay Press, 1977, p. 59, footnote 14:
"When a war begins, each military act (as long as it stays within the
boundaries of military convention) does not have to be justified
morally. Precisely because conventions are always being violated,
terrorists feel compelled toc justify each successive action."

33Brigitte Monhaupt quoting Irish hunger striker Patsy O'Hara, 26
March 1985, Open Road, Vancouver, Canada, Spring 1986.

*“This paradox is portrayed in Albert Camus' play The Just

Assassins, in which Yanek; an imprisoneéd terrorist, hangs for his crime
rather than accept a pardon.
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group that does not become a symbol of justice and liberty. Between
1980 and early 1984, their actions limited to avoiding arrest and
running from police and occasional seemingly meaningless bombings, the
European terrorist groups lost what minor public support and interest
they had previously enjoyed. They had a tendency to lose sight of their
strategic focus on mobilizing the masses and opening up the "path" to
their géal. Condemning aimless (and apparently self-serving) violence,
the AD, RAF, and CCC tried to correct the situation with a stream of
written material during the summer and fall of 1984, in the wake of the
European peace movement -and the addition of nuclear missiles to the
continent.

The "enemy' was now characterized on a grander, more evil scale,
and its "true character"” was more evident than before. The time was
right, according to the terrorist, to achieve séme remarkable results:

Attacks on the multinational structures of NATO, on its bases

and strategists, on its plans and propaganda, are bringing

about a transformation of the awareness and practices of the

proletariat, going beyond its national characteristics and
bringing about an international organizational advance.?®

t

While "this situation is understood by all workers...", the communique

adds tactfully so as not to condescend to the prized constituency, the
response to the terrorism provides a further augmentation of "the
capital of sympathy and unification which we were in the process of

accumulating....'3®

*°*Communique from Action Directe, claiming credit for the
assassination of General Rene Audran, 25 January 1985.
380CC communique, 6 May 1985.
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What has been called "Euroterrorism" actually developed as a
concept years before its manifestation in joint communiques and actiom.
The shift from clearly indigenous groups to a "West European guerrilla"
was more an expansion of a state of mind than a radical change in type
of operations. Terrorists in Italy and West Germany have histories
stretching back to the late 1960s, when, as purely indigenous groups,
they held programs to overthrow their respective establishments.
Although they had all engaged to some extent in activities or at least
in rhetoric targeting "imperialist" and U.S. institutions, the focus had
been on domestic targets. Such actions were now considered "utopian
presumptiveness,” since "detaching one's own territory from the
imperialist chain" is not only impracticable but selfish.®? Within the
new concept, each national struggle is equally necessary and must take
place simultaneously, but unity in the struggle should supercede. Yet
the newly declared association of the French AD and German RAF (in
January 1985) has not kept either group, or the newly formed Belgian
CCC, from persisting in purely national-minded attacks or statements.
In practice, despite the talks of unity, the groups remain greatly
concerned with anti-establishment actions, with political developments
in their own countries, and particularly with the fate of their own
comrades and the treatment of 'political prisoners." Such concerns are
reflected in page after page of communiques explaining the failure of
operations and condemning actions by authorities against incarcerated

comrades.

*7Communique from FRAP, July 1985.
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The 1985 announcement of unity declared that "It is now necessary

and possible to open a new phase in the development of a true

1

revolutionary strategy in the Imperialist Centers..." in which each of

the European groups was to continue acting on its own national program
but remembering the ultimate purpose of creating "a West European
guerrilla.'®® Keeping in mind the shared struggle, although recognizing
that "eéch one must fight in the sector where he has the most strength,"
the rebels would at the same time "always offensively [link] the fight
to those of other proletarians involved in other sectors of the same
struggle.”?®? The apparently simultaneous shift in strategy of several
European terrorist groups brought out a spontaneous reaction from
government officials used to flirting with the notion of terrorist
conspiracies. The media was full of talk of the need for European
cooperation against the united terrorist front. The terrorist campaign
of joint actions and communiques was rightly credited with tremendous

impact:

There is a specter going around in Europe: the specter of
"Euro-terrorism." All forces of old Europe have aligned
themselves in a holy crusade in order to hunt down this
specter: the pope and NATO, Paris and Washington, Scalfaro
and Barrionuevo, Fabius and Kohl, etc. The entire repressive
apparatus of old Europe, the Europe of the alliance, has
placed itself in a state of emergency in view of the rise of
revolutionary guerrillas.*®
3%"For the Unity of Western Europe's Revolutionaries," RAF
communique, early 1985.

3%"Communique from Direct Action," Ligne Rouge, 13 July 1984.

“°This remarkable quote taken from Zusammen Kaempfen, July 1985,
pp- 14-16, is undoubtedly a conscious paraphrasing and restatement of
Marx's Communist Manifesto, which I cite here for comparison: "A
spectre is haunting Europe--the spectre of Communism. All the Powers of
old Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre:
Pope and Czar, Metternich and Guizot, French Radicals and German police
spies." (Quoted from "The Manifesto of the Communist Party", The
Marx-Engels Reader, Robert C. Tucker, ed., W.W. Norton & Co., New York,
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An educational process was necessary, according to these
communiques, part of which would be effected through writings and part
through joint actions. The union was envisaged as a requisite step in
revolutionary strategy. ''Today it is important to regard Western Europe
as a homogeneous territory, where the formation of a unified
revolutionary pole is possible..." but not to be accomplished
overnight.*! "Concretely put: we regard the process of the new-formation
of the totality of the European proletariat into one single proletarian
faction as a process that has not yet been concluded."*2

This union or "internationalization of the proletariat" is
necessary because the ememy is unified. But the unification of the

European terrorist groups into a "metropolis proletariat" will not be "a

soup in which all experiences are blended...",*?® but will recognize
national differences. Although the idea of a "front" is called an "open
concept,' resistance to any purely independent structures is insisted
upon.

Ironically, the union of revolutionary groups into an "anti-
imperialist front in Western Europe’ is required to fend off the
unification of Western Europe, which is considered the next step in
"imperialist domination." The most "aggressive of the capitalist

factions" is the military-industrial complex, considered responsible for

the impetus to militarize, homogenize, and "Americanize" Western Europe

1978, p. 473.) It is clear that the author using Marx had a sense that
his own movement was at a turning point and thus deserved this historic
description.

*'Unknown author, "Internationalization of the Struggle", Zusammen
Kaempfen, July 1985, pp. 3-6.

“21hid.

431bid.
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into "one counterrevolutionary bloc.”** The crisis is imminent and
action, not pacifism, is necessary now because of "the reality" of the
coming "imperialist war' and the risk of being "damned to be 'cannon
fodder' in the coming conflicts and, until that point, to be ;profit
fodder' in the Near Fast, Africa, etc.”*® This exhortation to action is
not considered to be taking the offensive, however. Revolutionary acts
are in ?esponse to what is characterized as an offensive threat. Thus,
an action is justified if it is accepted that "that which is destroying
us must itself be destroyed....'"*®

To believe these words and be able to act on them is a whole
process in itself. The techniques for the necessary "moral
disengagement' are heavily disguised and not easily recognized. Bandura
suggests that part of the process is carried out by what hé terms
"euphemistic labeling" and "dehumanization.'*? Renaming themselves,
their actions, their victims and their enemies accords the terrorist
respectability. What they say and what they do are actually two
entirely different things. A May Day bombing, for instance, is an
"intervention on behalf of the workers," or an "affirmation of the
proletarian value of the world holiday of the oppressed." Much effort
goes into characterizing the enemy. The David and Goliath theme is
prevalent--there is nobility and honor in the courage and determination
of an oppressed party who dares to strike out at the "oppressor."
The use of euphemisms or name-calling is profuse throughout the

communiques of every group (e.g., "pigs,"” "imperialist exploiters,"

“4Zusammen Kaempfen, July 1985, pp. 8-9.
4%1bid.

“®Communique by FRAP, April 1985.
“’Bandura, pp. 8-9 and 17-21.
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“carrions and their consorts," etc.) Often the name-calling process
degenerates to the point where, to further ascribe guilt and worthiness
of punishment, the terrorists divest the enemy of human qualities. By
imputing bestial qualities to the targets they choose to attack these
targets can be subhuman or even animal. '"Pigs" deserve nothing more
than what the terrorists deliver them.

Frequently the state is labeled terrorist, particularly with regard
to treatment‘of the rebels themselves (such as '"the terrorist program
against the prisoners") and less frequently with regard to actions
directed against the people in general: "The major power of NATO has
raised state terrorism against the anti-imperialist guerrilla groups,
the liberation movements and the population, which are refusing their
loyalty to an official governmment policy.'"*® Some analysts would label
this technique as projection on the part of the rebels, but they are not
the only ones to do so:

The demonizing of the guerrillas, the witch hunt, the

projection of terrorism onto the guerrillas are losing their

effectiveness, and no longer mobilize on behalf of the state.

On the contrary, terror is the concept that clings like tar to

a system that only destroys, suppresses and stands in the way

of any kind of human development. (Emphasis mine).*°

It was previously noted that a terrorist prefers to call himself a
"revolutionary'" or "freedom fighter." Reference is often made to
historical moments and historical figures for validation, in what
Bandura terms "advantageous comparison."®° A technique used to elevate

“%Christian Klar from prison, 26 March 1985.

“91bid.
*%Bandura, pp. 9-11.
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the terrorist sense of what he is and what he is doing, such comparisons
frequently use quotes from illustrious revolutionary figures such as
Marx (as we have seen with the use of the Communist Manifesto), Lenin,
or Che. These quotes are used to explain that "the present belongs to
the struggle; the future belongs to us. (Che)"®! The terrorists are
heirs to a revolutionary tradition and they are merely carrying on the
struggle.

Again, through recitations of the cruelties carried out by the
state, the terrorists appear relatively innocent. Often this technique
is employed when terrorist members are arrested and held in prison. The
RAF used such an occasion to spell out the atrocities (solitary
confinement and "sensory deprivation") committed against their comrades
by the German authorities, resulting in their suicide/"murders."

As a symbol of the revolutionary potential that exists in

every corner of W. German cities, the RAF had to be

annihilated before they became herces and examples for the

malcontents to follow. And so on 18 Oct. 1977, Andreas

Baader, Jan Carl Raspe and Gundrun Ensslin were murdered in

Stuttgart-Stammheim prison.°®?

The number of political prisoners suffering from the terrorist

conditions of prisons are not limited to urban guerrillas, but

include lawyers, authors, publishers and bookshop keepers.®?

Such restructuring of their own behavior in contrast to that of the
state provides not only self-exoneration but also, states Bandura, self-
glorification and a source of self-pride.®* Dehumanizing the enemy

S12usammen Kaempfen, July 1985, pp. 28-31.

$2"RAF Philosophy," p. 100.

531bid., p. 101.
S%Bandura, p. 10.
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becomes automatic with practice. Klein, in an interview given from
hiding after his defection from the RAF, spoke of his fear of having a
weapon with him now because he was unsure of his control over it.
Possession caused what he called an "over-estimation of your opponent"
and subsequent use became easily justified with little forethought.®®
When no one technique will satisfactorily transform or "whitewash"
a viclent act, there is always a way to deny responsibility for it in
the first place.®® The hard-sought exposure given to the terrorists is
not always to their liking. When actions have unintended consequences,
groups have been known to withdraw their claims. In 1981, when Action
Directe was still very young and as yet inexperienced in the fine art of
assassination, it found itself in a cooperative venture with a Lebanese
group in Paris (the so-called Lebanese Armed Revolutionary Faction, or
LARF), which was involved in the elimination of American and Israeli
diplomats and functionaries. A bomb placed under the car of Roderick
Grant, then American diplomatic councilor at the embassy in Paris, was
discovered, but not before AD claimed responsibility for placing it.
LARF also claimed to have taken part in the action. Two members of the
Paris bomb squad were killed instantly as they attempted to defuse the
device. When news of their deaths hit the press, AD members, presumably
dismayed by this turn of events, promptly telephoned authorities to
disown their part in the action. Such a disclaimer implies a number of
possibilities: either the deaths were actually unintended, or some or

all of the members decided belatedly that they wanted no part of such

*$"Interview with Hans Joachim Klein," Liberation, 8 October 1978.

*®This Bandura terms simply "displacement of responsibility."
y p
("Mechanisms," pp. 11-13).
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violence. Possibly there was disagreement within the group about the
prudence or justification for such action; or, once the news was
broadcast, the group feared the negative public reaction.

If a disclaimer is not practical, elaborate explanations may be
required. The CCC May Day bombing, which claimed the lives of two
firemen at the scene of a burning van containing explosives, prompted
the groﬁp to "displace" responsibility for the deaths. To punctuate
their accusation, they bombed the "head financial and logistics office"
of the Brussels gendarmerie. According to the CCC, "the entire world
will understand the selection of this target for attack because of the

."%7 --presumably for the firemen's

responsibility of the gendarmerie..
deaths.

The firemen were the first fatalities of the extensive bombing
activity initiated by the CCC in October 1984. The media and government
response was outrage, but communiques suggest that the CCC experienced a
severe reaction to the event as well. Rather than expressing remorse or
guilt, however, they express their indignation: "The deaths of these two
men shock us deeply and arouse our rage at those responsible....''®®
Several pages are dedicated to explaining how the responsibility for the
firemen's deaths could and should be placed at the doorstep of the
"gendarmerie" and not at their own. Their dismay lies more in the fact
that "the deaths of these public servants has destroyed and obviated the
power of our initiative, has concealed the correctness of the

"t

attack...." and that "the police campaign which is being carried out in

the media concerning our so-called 'contempt for human life' is a
g 1Y

*7CCC on 1 May Action, 6 May 1985.
¥2Tbid.
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despicable falsification of our political texts...."®® Although they
regret the deaths, they are convinced of the appropriateness of the
target. It is the deaths that "in a tragic way" made the act
"incomprehensible and inaccessible to the population as a whole."®° The

explanation is that the "pigs' sent the firemen to their deaths,

probably because of the "scorn that the bourgeoisie has for the

"

workers...." and so that the authorities could "exploit" the accident.

It is difficult not to hear the remorse of the terrorists,
particularly in one passage that nearly sounds like a plea for
forgiveness: "We bow down before the victims and respect the pain of
their families and comrades. We understand their rage, but we ask them

in view of our explanation to consider against whom this rage should be

directed...."®?

Much more difficult to detect in terrorist written works is the

attempt to justify actions based on what Bandura terms the "diffusion of

1" 62

responsibility, in which all members of the group share -the onus of

an action so that no one individual is to blame. Presumably this could
be revealed in terrorist confessions or when a group has fractured.®?®

This technique is enhanced in groups with rigid hierarchical structures.
Here, individual members relinquish personal control over their actions,

while honoring their obligation to the group and their commitment to the

*91bid.

®°Ibid.

¢1Tbid.

$2Bandura, p. 13.

¢3The European groups in focus here did not provide such an
example. Just such a split did take place in an Armenian terrorist
group, however, in July 1983. The defectors subsequently wrote pages of
accusations of their former leader and in many instances attempted to
absolve themselves of the blame for terrorism conducted while they were
members. See "The Reality," presumably authored by Monte Melkonian.
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cause. Group decisionmaking and collective action can also have the
same effect, so that no one person need feel he made the choice or the

move that brings moral condemnation.

What They Think It Will Accomplish

Most terrorist actions are perfectly suited to distancing oneself
from the effects of one's actions. The majority of terrorist attacks
are hit-and-run operations where the actual damage, destruction, and/or
deaths need not be witnessed first-hand. As long as the terrorists keep
themselves insulated from the effects of their violence--by leaving the
scene and not dwelling on the news of the dead and injured but rather on
the reactions of the authorities=--they can avoid dealing with their
moral anxieties.

Yet whatever the terrorists believe they will accomplish is fairly
well hidden. That they believe they are successfully moving toward this
unknown is often stated and with confidence. According to one
imprisoned terrorist, "It is fairly certain that the extent of the armed
actions and the massive actions in solidarity with the revolutionary
militant prisoners justify the fear that has been unleashed on the
governments of the member states of NATO...the success of all of this
activity is undeniable."®*

In piecing together allusions to this future, a picture emerges of
destroying one society to replace it with a new one. This new social
system is to be based on the free development of the individual and the
emancipation of the proletariat, and "can only come about through the

destruction of capitalism and the opening of a path to communist

$4Zusammen Kaempfen, July 1985, pp. 14-16.
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liberation."®® Not one of the terrorist authors seems to be able to or
interested in specifying what the new social system will be like, but
all are agreed that "We want to destroy this society in order to build
up' another, one that will be "a just and classless society, in which
production meets the needs of all, not only the needs of a privileged
few...a society in which 'equality for all' no longer has to be
demanded, because it has already been realized."®® To justify acts of
violence, the situation must be black and white, with little room for
hesitation. Often using the claim of conspiracy, the groups build the
evil enemy, explaining why violence is necessary and why it is necessary
now:

We arrive at this step from the objective situation: The

central importance of Western Europe for the reconstruction of

imperialism which has become weakened as the result of the

liberation struggle of the peoples of the South...which in

turn has resulted in a collision between the growing forces of

productivity and the limitations of the world markets. This

has led to a global political, economic, and military crisis

in the imperialist chain of states, and has now touched the

entire imperialist system.®’

The tone of alarm communicates the necessity of the organization
while the murky, sometimes confused explanation portrays the
revolutionaries as dedicated, hard-working intellectuals who have
clearly thought all of this out. It is hard to imagine the average man
on the street getting this message from the widely distributed flyer.
Instead, the tract impressed its writer, making him feel that this
generation of the Red Army Faction had been created in response to a

§51bid.

¢$Communique of FRAP, April 1985.

¢7"For the Unity of Western Europe's Revolutionaries," RAF
communique, early 1985.
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threat. Characterizing the enemy as é conspirator allows the terrorists
to refuse to believe what is so apparent and obvious to everyone else.
The terrorist plays the part of self-appointed detective with a superior
ability to recognize and decipher the state's real intentions;

Although the terrorist may pose as particularly knowledgeable about
the purposes of the "imperialist comspiracy," it is evident that much
internai group friction results over these debates. The discussions
themselves can lead to disagreement and cleavage, with factions
following a new, self-determined rationale. All revolutionary groups--
terrorist or guerrilla--have had their internal critics. Sometimes
these critics, such as Hans Joachim Klein and Michael Baumann of the
German millenialist groups, have left the un@erground and written or
talked about how the clandestine life of terrorist violence had gone
wrong. Debates over the justification of violence, the types of
targets, and the issue of indiscriminate versus discriminate killing,
are endemic to a terrorist group. Such differences of opinion within
terrorist groups have on occasion led authorities to believe that
schisms existed. Because of the new "internationalist" focus of AD
communiques, for example, along with the continuation of AD anti-
establishment actions, French authorities are convinced of a group

split.

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS

Terrorism entails the use of violence for effect, "speaking wiﬁh
action" rather than with words. Yet the meaning of an act is not always
clear, and therefore an integral part of most terrorist activity is the
explanation later provided in written and oral forms. Although this

explanation is ostensibly directed at the state authorities, or a
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constituency, or potential recruits, it has rarely been recognized that
the explanations are developed to convince the terrorists themselves
that what they”are doing is correct and justified. An awareness of the
auto-propaganda aspect brings a richer dimension to the information
normally available to the analyst in terrorist communiques.

Some groups write more than others. The Belgian Communist
Combataﬁt Cells (CCC) has been quite prolific since its inception, while
the French Action Directe (AD) was never able to sustain a flow of
written materials. Save for some interviews and a few short papers,
AD's communiques have often been rather short and brutally to the point,
while the CCC will take five pages or more tovexplain a particular
action. The Italian Red Brigades (RB) are known for their voluminous
works and painfully detailed documents, while the German Red Army
Faction (RAF) wrote about itself and its actions consistently in the
early years, but only sporadically since then. Indeed, the absence of
any significant declarations by the RAF since 1982 led authorities to
believe this was one more indication that the movement was in disarray
and weakened.

A necessary caution in analyzing written materials of terrorists is
that, while we tend to attribute the declarations to the entire group,
the individual author or authors certainly imbue the text with persomnal
elements. It is usually unknown to what extent the texts are approved
or censored by other members, although such practices undoubtedly exist.
The frequency and quantity of writing may, as mentioned, indicate the
health of the group, yet much written material is issued from prison
cells by incarcerated members. More likely, it appears that the

frequency, quantity, and style of writing depends as much on the
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availability of an intellectual member prone to written expression as on
the overall condition of the group, although it may be this very lack of
intellectual leadership that also indicates a group in decline.

Without the "proper" justification and explanation of tﬁé group's
violence, and periodic assessment and/or realignment of strategy,
terrorist activity tends to deteriorate into mindless or self-serving
violencé. "Communication and discussion are necessary because they are
the prerequisites for all to learn...."®® but at the same time,
"Communism does not develop via radical positions in texts. It
expresses itself in a precise analysis of the situation and in a
transfer to actual practice...."®’® Similarly, during the early days of
the RAF, then leader Ulrike Meinhof dedicated herself to espousing
revolutionary doctrine for the group, concluding however, that "Writing
is shit, now let's make the revolution.'’°® With Meinhof's death,
Brigitte Monhaupt took over the pen as well as the intellectual
leadership of the RAF rather effectively, but with her demise the RAF
has become less verbal, and the men and women now prominent in the group
make very few statements. Prison life seems conducive to writing.

Those who had never written before have sometimes exercised their
literary talents when confronted with the restrictions of incarceration.
For example, Christian Klar, an RAF leader who has not written before,
has written some rather unintelligible material from his prison cell in
Germany, accompanied by a superficially theoretical tract from Brigitte
Monhaupt.

®3Unknown author, "Anti-Imperialist Front", Zusammen Kaempfen, July
1985.

®%Communique of Action Directe, June 1985.
7%lLeites, p. 32.
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It appears that some individuals simply choose to write more than
others. Certain individuals may choose to carry the weight and
responsibility of writing for the group. Pierre Carette, presumed
leader of the Belgian CCC and probable author of their extensive
communiques, has a history of radical activity, and as a professional
printer has an intimate association with the written word. The Red
Brigades owes its literary debt to figures such as Curcio and Moretti,
and the Germans to Mahler, Monhaupt, and Meinhof.

An additional caution is necessary in such an analysis of terrorist
literature. Each type of material presumably has a particular purpose:
Policy papers are for internal as well as external consumption to
outline strategy and rally support; communiques are to explain and
persuade a larger public and a perceived constituency; memoirs are
personal therapeutic autobiographies to justify and evaluate the past.
Yet all this material can be seen as focusing on several audiences. The
very need, even compulsion, to explain and justify works to deny the
real appearance of the violent actions. And this denial is directed as
much at an outer audience as it is to an inner one. The writers have a
"constituency" they must answer to, be it fringe sympathizers or
potential recruits or other terrorist groups. A certain prestige and
intellectual sophistication is required to be consideréd legitimate.
The least important audience of all, perhaps, is the government,
although the communiques are often directed to the authorities. The
group and the individual author(s) require the written and spoken
exercise to build conviction among its members and in its audience.

There is no greater fan of the terrorist, however, than the terrorist
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himself. Analyzing the material from these two different perspectives
should separate one fiction from another and perhaps even provide some
useful facts.

Text analysis can be useful in a number of ways. Changeé can be
detected in the mood and thinking of the group, and at times disharmony
can be illuminated. It can provide obvious clues to tactical procedures
and chaﬂges. Most importantly, however, it can reveal the methods and
level of "moral disengagement” necessary to head off internal
disagreements and disenchantment of individual members. Although the
analysis should ideally be carried out using the original work,
translations can provide much information and insight.

Idiosyncratic differences emerge from group to group because of
different writers, different nationalities, and different national
programs, but the basic characteristics of the European "anarchic-
ideologues" are the same. The groups share 1) a common use of terrorist
violence; 2) denial that they are terrorists; 3) the need to portray
themselves in a favorable light to attract support; 4) the need to
rationalize and justify what they do; and 5) the need to feel good about
themselves to maintain group cohesion.

A number of basic conclusions emerge. According to the memoirs of
defectors and the depositions of repentant terrorists, a life of
violence tends to harden or defeat its adherents. Once in the
underground it is nearly impossible to emerge from it intact. Those who
do escape are more demoralized than renewed, as Klein indicates in his

written work from hiding.
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Another impression, but certainly not a conclusion, from terrorist
literature is that it may be true that European anarchists, unlike other
terrorists, belong more to the "province of psychologists than political
analysts...."7! Reality in their terms is dramatically unrealrto us;
their continuing attempts to convince themselves and others of this
abstract vision is remarkable in its energy and persistence.

A éloser assessment needs to be made, but this brief look suggests
that, difficult as it is to gauge systematically the frequency and
quantity of terrorist writing, the impression is that not only do groups
appear to write less frequently as they age, but by deduction this
suggests they may care less about the consequences of their acts. These
observations are more evident in the memoirs or statements of repentants
than in the communiques.

The stress of life underground and the continuous struggle to
survive often distorts the already "strange" perceptions of terrorists,
according to members of terrorist groups who have defected or recanted.
Another form of "underground life'"--the prison--appears to have similar
effects. After several years of incarceration, virtually cut off from
the outside world, the images they conjure of the people and of the
enemy become more and more bizarre.

What about "Euroterrorism”? Declarations of "unity,"

LA 4

"comradeship," "brotherhood," etc., do not disguise the fact that
cooperation is elusive. The "Western anti-imperialist front" is more a
loose confederation of like-minded groups than an actual organizational

"!Bowyer Bell, "0ld Trends and Future Realities," Washington
Quarterly, Spring 1985.



structure. Intuitively, this failure to unite can be attributed to
idiosyncratic group rationales and strong, uncompromising personalities.
Attempts at cooperation with each other appear difficult to execute in
practice and, if achieved, are often short-lived.

Despite the claims of union, the real focus of these groups is the
problems they see in their own countries and political systems. It is
not simély a matter of 'aging as a group and of expanding horizons. On
the contrary, the older and more sophisticated the group, the stronger
the realization appears to be that because of the inherent imbalance
between the group and its chosen enemy the state, no notable changes can
be forced into the international environment. The prospect for change
at home can be nearly as futile, but time and again these groups have
felt they made an impact, if only by the attention they generated from
the security services of the state and media coverage. A recent
document put out by remmnants of the Red Brigades of Italy makes this
sentiment clear: Its author thanks all the other European
revolutionaries for their actions and declarations of solidarity, but
insists that the Red Brigades not be distracted and continue with the
business at hand--the problems of politics at home. It appears that the
union of the European groups remains more in the mind of authorities
than in the minds of the terrorists, where there is actually more an
absorption with self than with the enemy.

Text analysis can be useful if carried out with caution and
consistency. Following the writings of a particular group can provide
invaluable insights to the workings and mindset of the group, and can
detect chaﬁges in mood and thinking and illuminate disharmony among the

members or with the members of other groups. Besides providing obvious
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clues to tactical procedures and changes, terrorist literature
unintentionally reveals the methods and intensity of "moral
disengagement,”" which may be creating tension and conflict within the
group. Only by reading and analyzing this material (or, of course,
through the rare and difficult procedure of communicating with a
successful plant in the group) can such information be obtained. Not
only is the quantity and quality of such literature a measure of the
health and cohesion of a group, but it also appears to be a most

important window into their otherwise clandestine, underground life.
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