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PREFACE

This study is a contribution from The RAND Corporation's
Latin American Research Program, which is supported by the
Corporation's own funds. The Program is mainly cohcerned
with the factors bearing on the long-range political and
economic stability of the Latin American countries.

The author grew up in Cuba, where he attended the
Havana University Law School until 1956. Now a resident
consultant at RAND's Santa Monica office, he was formerly

Professor of Law at Southern Methodist University.
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SUMMARY

This study presents portions of the biographies of
three prominent officials in Castro's Cuba, each repre-
sentative of a political generation. Though the back-
grounds, aspirations, and accomplishments of these men
differ widely, their profiles serve as a valuable intro-
duction to the Cuban political environment, whose peculiar
characteristics are far from being generally understood.

Fabio Grobart came to Cuba from Poland about 1922
and from that time has been a leading Communist organizer
and ideologist. Since Castro's announcement of his
affiliation with Marxism-Leninism in 1961, Grobart has

been editor of the official journal Cuba Socialista, and

in October 1965 he was appointed to the Central Committee
of the new Cuban Communist Party.

Deeply influenced by the poverty and anti-Semitism
in Eastern Europe after the first World War, Grobart's
Communist affiliation from the beginning has been moti-
vated by the desire to become religiously and ethnically
unidentified among the proletarians of the world. For
most of the forty years of the Party's life in Cuba, he
has worked behind the scenes, frequently using aliases
and avoiding publicity. What little is known of his
activities in Cuba has been gleaned from official news-
papers, interviews with Cuban exiles of Polish-Jewish
origin, and his articles and speeches. Grobart was
instrumental in founding the Cuban Communist Party and
until 1948 was active not only in recruiting new mem-

bers but in making major tactical decisions. That he
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was at least partially responsible for the political
blunders that precipitated the outlawing of the Party in
Cuba in 1948 would seem borne out by his deportation at
that time.

The first months of the Castro regime found Grobart
once more in Cuba in a position of leadership. His present
usefulness to Moscow lies in his familiarity with the
Cuban temperament and his loyalty to the Kremlin, but Soviet
policymakers must now weigh the effectiveness of the Grobart
type of Party leadership against that of the apparently more
successful Latin American revolutionary talent, which brought
about Batista's downfall.

The road to political power through revolution was
charted in Cuba by the generation of 1930. One of this
generation's most prominent members is Raul Roa, who has
been the Cuban Minister of Foreign Affairs since 1960.

Born of a comfortable middle-class family, Roa was early
inspired not only by Cuba's independence apostle, José
Marti, but also by a host of student idols--intellectual
and political leaders of Cuban, Latin American, and Spanish
extraction. On September 30, 1930, he took part in the
heroic march on the presidential palace to demand the
dictator Machado's resignation, and thus earned both the
honor of being jailed by a despot and the distinction of
belonging to the "generation of 1930,™ a generation that
seemed destined to a glorious future. But Roa was not a
revolutionary leader. He was a man of thought rather than
of action. As a student of law at the University of Havana,
he read widely in search of the literary thought that was

representative of the "progressive spirit of Hispanic
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America." He finally adopted the social doctrine of the
Spanish humanists--humaneness, spirituality, and tolerance--
and he was to relive their intellectual dilemma by his
constant fear of not making a truly meaningful contribution
to society. Thus throughout his life, Roa has fluctuated
between several careers: that of professor on serenity
hill, inspiring students to idealistic restlessness; that
of political writer, sharpshooting at dictators; and that
of politician, eventually becoming the unhappy chameleon.

Both Cubans and non-Cubans who know of Roa's anti-
Communist "humanistic" ideology from his writings and
speeches are puzzled by his decision to remain in the
Castro government after its adoption of Marxism-Leninism.
Not being a man of action, it may be that Roa is incapable
of making the decision to give up his act of professorial
juggler in Castro's circusland.

Rene Anillo, who represents a class of technocrats
that has emerged after six years of Castroism, is not
concerned with the humanistic problem of expressing a
valid message. His is the world of action--prescribing
remedies for the ills of his country is not as important
as curing them. Thirty-two years old, Anillo is Secretary
for organizing the Communist Party in the province of Las
Villas, one of the most important administrative positions
in Cuba.

Anillo was brought‘up in a struggling but upright
lower middle-class Cuban family. From 1951 to 1956 he
was a student at the University of Havana Law School and
a classmate of the author, who had an opportunity to ob-

serve the development of a "statesman." As a freshman,
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Anillo ran for the position of delegate, and by the end
of his first year he had learned that in order to succeed
in student and national politics, he must render tangible
benefits to his electorate--benefits that frequently en-
tailed a compromise of moral principles. He developed
his gift for dramatic and impromptu speech, and on
Batista's coup in 1952 was ready to assume a position of
leadership in the demonstrations that centered around the
university. In a prize~winning speech delivered in
Mexico City, he echoed the sound of street battles and
the revolutionary cries of his colleagues. His partici-
pation in the students' attack on the presidential palace
in 1957 resulted in his exile.

On his return to Cuba under Castro, Anillo was faced
with a momentous decision. His legal training made him

' concepts of

especially uneasy about the "revolutionary'
legality now endorsed in his country, but at stake was

his opportunity to become an active participant in shaping
Cuban institutions under Castroism. In the end, he told
himself that temporary illegality was a necessary evil,
and his ambition to become a ''statesman' prevailed.

The profiles of Grobart, Roa, and Anillo are intended
to throw light on the varied political temperaments,
skills, and experiences at the service of the Castro
regime. Also, by evoking political personalities and
the intellectual and political atmosphere of pre-Castro
Cuba, the author has revealed characteristics in the

political environment that may be relevant to other

Latin American countries.
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I. FABIO GROBART

Fabio Grobart was born in Poland approximately sixty-
five years ago, arrived in Cuba about 1922, and since then
has been a leading Communist organizer and ideologist.

During most of the forty years the Cuban Communist Party

has been in existence, he has worked behind the scenes,
frequently using aliases and avoiding publicity. Since
Castro's announcement of his affiliation with Marxism-
Leninism in 1961, Grobart has been the editor of the official

journal, Cuba Socialista. On October 5, 1965, he was ap-

pointed to the Central Committee of the new Cuban Communist
Party. Little is known about his activities in Cuba other
than what has been sporadically published by the official

newspaper Hoy or by Cuba Socialista. What follows is an

attempt to depict his political personality as revealed by
interviews with Cuban exiles of Polish-Jewish origin as well

as by his articles and speeches.

POLISH-JEWISH IMMIGRATION TO CUBA IN THE EARLY 1920's

The first World War brought devastation and famine to
Poland. Polish Jews feared that they would be peculiarly
vulnerable to the chaotic conditions. They believed that
pogroms were likely to recur, and that the simmering anti-
Semitism would make it very difficult to acquire a good
education and to improve their living conditions. Most
young Jews faced the prospect of army conscription, which
meant hard labor and constant humiliation.

Thousands of young Jewish men began to leave Poland

at the end of the war. Those who had relatives in the



United States came to this country as permanent residents.
Others, unable to comply with U.S. immigration quota re-
quirements, boarded vessels sailing to a Latin American
country--Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Peru, or Mexico--
hoping that immigration to the United States would be
easier from there. Some had friends or relatives in Latin
America, where they planned to settle.

Cuba was frequently selected by temporary immigrants
because of its proximity to the United States. The first
waves of Jewish immigrants at first settled in the major
port cities--Havana, Cienfuegos, and Santiago.l Many of
the tailors and shoemakers opened their own shops or hired
out to others; the majority of the immigrants became peddlers
and eventually shopkeepers. The Cuban people identified
the growing number of Polish Jews as "Polacos,'" a label
that was applied years later to all immigrants from Eastern
European countries, Jewish and non-Jewish. Frequently a
newcomer would be asked by a native in the street, 'Where
do you come from?" and if he indicated that he came from
Europe he would immediately be greeted with a melodious cry
mimicking the accent of the Jewish peddlers, 'Vendo

corbatas baratas!' (''cheap neckties for sale').

As early as 1920, Polish Jews began to form regional
social and political organizations in the cities, especially
in Havana. The main currents of political thought among
East European Jewry were transplanted to the tropical island.

There were Zionists, who supported the idea of Jewish

1The only source for the history of Jewish settlement
in Cuba is the Almanaque de Vida Habanera, published annually
until 1960 by the Jewish newspaper Vida Habanera (in Yiddish).
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nationhood in the then English protectorate of Palestine;
there were Bundists, who advocated the creation of perma-
nent Jewish institutions in the Diaspora along unionistic
lines; and there were Communists opposing Zionists and
Bundists and maintaining that the solution to the "Jewish
problem” lay in the merger of Jewish institutions with
those of the Communist Internationale. The Jewish Com-
munists proved particularly successful in recruiting a
significant number of activists during the 1923-1933

period.

GROBART AND CUBAN JEWISH COMMUNISM

Known to the early Jewish settlers as Abraham Simkovitz,
Fabio Grobart lost no time in assuming the leadership of
the Jewish Communists in Havana. Although barely twenty
years old, he had been an activist in the Communist Party
in Poland. Some of his early Cuban friends marveled at
the sophistication he displayed in Marxist-Leninist theory
and at his familiarity with masterpieces of world literature,
which he claimed to have read while he was a political
prisoner in Poland.

Grobart was keenly aware of the cultural estrangement
afflicting the mass of Jewish immigrants. Although in a
friendly environment, most of his compatriots longed for the
"Jewishness' of their "old'" village or street. They were
also separated from the mainstream of Cuban life--its
language, history, and traditions. Grobart conceived the

' where Jewish immi-

idea of creating a "cultural center,'
grants could gather and, say, listen to a reading of a

Sholem Aleichem short story or learn something about their
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new home. Enlisting the aid of older tradesmen who con-
sented to teach their skills and of folk artists who agreed
to entertain, his center soon became a reality. He- took
charge of the Marxist-Leninist discussions, which consisted
of evaluating current world and local events in the light
of the Russian revolution.

The extent to which Grobart influenced the behavior
of many of the young Jewish settlers was evident from the
size of his audience during the holiest night of the year
for Jews--the eve of Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atone-
ment. On that night Grobart's cultural center featured a
grotesque parody of Jewish rituals, in the light of Marxism-
Leninism. The sacred vows of repentance for sins committed
during the year were sung in mocking fashion by a choir of

buffoons (Leitzim Jor), who attributed their fear and

promises of regeneration to the world bourgeoisie. ''During
this night,'" read Grobart's Yiddish script, '"the Jewish
bourgeoisie of all nations unite in fear." The cultural
center was filled to capacity (300 chairs); many in his
audience had arrived after attending the religious services
in a nearby synagogue. |

When the Cuban Communist Party was founded on August
17, 1925, Grobart was able to contribute the votes of two
of the four participating Communist associations in the
island: the Jewish Section of the Communist Association
of Havana, and the Jewish Communist Youth Association of
Cuba. Characteristically enough, he headed the former
delegation under the name of Joska Grinberg y Yunger. As
head of the second delegation was his friend and subordinate

Felix Gurwich.2

25ee Blas Roca's account of the founding of the Cuban



-5-

GROBART AND THE CUBAN COMMUNIST PARTY

The information available on Grobart's first years in
Cuba does not answer the question of whether he was; as
frequently described, a "Moscow agent' sent to Havana for
the express purpose of organizing a communist party.3 His
youth, the repression of Communist activities in Poland
and the resulting difficultiés of communication between the
Polish Central Committee and the Russian Comintern, all
suggest that he did not come to Cuba with official instruc-
tions on how to act on behalf of the Communist Inter-
nationale. On the other hand, those who remembered details
of Grobart's proselytizing were unable to provide a clear-
cut answer to the question of how he earned his livelihood--
whether as a tailor or a shoemaker. None recalled having
seen his shop or place of work. What had become clear was
that Grobart had not come to Cuba to peddle '"'cheap neck-

- ties."

The Communist Association

When Grobart reached Havana in 1922, the "Communist

Association" had been founded by Carlos Balifio, a prestigious

Communist Party in Hoy, August 15, 1965, Sunday Supplement,
pp. 2-6. Blas Roca was Secretary General of the Party from
1934 until October 5, 1965. He was also the Managing
Editor of Hoy until its merger in October with Revolucion,
which resulted in the new Granma newspaper.

3See, for example, Baeza Flores, Las_Cadenas Vienen
de Lejos, Mexico City, 1960, p. 266, which cites Diaz
Verson, Comunismo y Cobardia, Havana, 1947, pp. 19, 20.
For a more general discussion of Grobart's position, see
Robert J. Alexander, Communism in Latin America, Rutgers
University Press, New Brunswick, N. J., 1957, p. 293; and
Hart Phillips, Cuba: Island of Paradox, New York, no
date (possibly late 1959), p. 230.
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figure of the war of independence against Spain. Balifio
had spent most of his youth in the southeastern part of
the United States doing manual labor in tobacco factories
and cotton-weaving mills.4 There he had come in contact
with incipient trade unionists and U.S. Marxists. He be-
came a high-ranking member of the Cuban Revolutionary Party,
the party founded by José Marti (Cuba's independence
apostle) to direct the struggle against Spain. Balifio's
contacts with Cuban cigar workers in the United States
proved an invaluable source of material help in the revo-
lutionary war. 1In 1904, two years after Cuba attained its
nationhood, Balifio founded the 'Workers' Party' (Partido
Obrero),in Havana. In 1905 the Workers' Party became the

Socialist Workers' Party (Partido Socialista Obrero), and

it adopted the program of the first Communist”Internationale.5
Apparently the life of this party was also ephemeral, for
it had disappeared by 1923, when Grobart met Balifio, who
was then seventy-five years old. The Communist Association

counted only twenty members.

The 1925 Congress and the Foundation of the Party

Balifio seems to have regained his youthful wvigor, and
in February 1925 he convoked a national congress of all
Communist Associations in the island, to be held in Havana

on August 16-17 of that year. The number of militant

4A biographical sketch of Balifio may be found in Hoy,
June 18, 1965, p. 3, and also in Grobart's editorial in
Cuba Socialista, August 1965.

’Hoy, June 18, 1965, p. 3.

6Ibid.
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Communists in Cuba was quite small. The island contained
nine Communist groups, and the one in Havana, with its
twenty members, was the largest. Only four of these groups
took part in the congress. There were seventeen delegates,
including those who were invited and whose expenses were
paid by the Havana association.7 From the number of mem-
bers and delegates that he controlled, Grobart could have
emerged as an official leader,8 but he chose instead to
remain in the background.

The foundation as well as the internationalization of
the Cuban Communist movement had become a fact. The
Mexican Communist Party, already an accredited section of
the Communist Internationale founded by Lenin in 1919,
sent its observer and adviser, Enrique Flores Magén.
Undoubtedly, his report to Moscow would count heavily in
the support given to the Cuban Party.

At the end of the second day of meetings, the congress
adopted a number of resolutions and adjourned indefinitely.
The text of these resolutions is of interest in evaluating
the Party's future course of action and in shedding some
light on the influence of the participants, as reflected
in the allocation of Party responsibility. The most

significant of the resolutions were

7Roca, p. 2. See also Grobart, '"Fortieth Anniversary
Speech," Translations on Cuba, No. 305, September 21, 1965,
JPRS, pp. 8ff.

8Delegates were chosen on the basis of one for every
ten members of an association. Grobart and his friend Felix
Gurwich, despite the fact they could have headed independent
delegations, chose to receive their ''credentials' from
Balifio's association and thus appear merely as the ''Hebrew
Section" of the Communist Association of Havana. Roca, p. 2.

9R.oca, p. 2.
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To stand in silence for one minute honoring
Lenin's death and the deaths of "all the
fighters fallen in proletarian struggles.'

To send a flag and a salute to the Soviet
sailors on the Soviet vessel S.S. Vorovsky
anchored seventy miles from Havana and off-
limits to the Cuban population by express
command of the Machado government.

To create the Cuban Communist Party (Partido
Communista de Cuba) and request its affiliation
with the Communist Internationale, solemnly
promising to obey the twenty-one preconditions
set forth by Lenin for membership in the
organization.

To participate in the forthcoming elections,
despite the fact that Machado, already re-
garded as a dictator, would seek reelection.

To engage actively in the organization of
cells of militants in factories and other
centers of work or study.

To preserve internal democratic rule in the
Party "as long as this is possible under the
circumstances.'

To support the anti-imperialist propaganda

and activism deriving from the "Anti-Imperialist
League,'" founded in June 1925 by the student
leader Julio Antonio Mella, who was also a
delegate from the Communist Association of
Havana and thus a founder of the Party.

To support feminist movements as well as
other movements tending to emancipate ''the
weak and the poor."

To engage actively in promoting Marxist edu-
cation of Party members.
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The first three resolutions embodied the ritual neces-
sary for joining organized Communism: reverence to its
heroes and respectful solidarity with and promise of obedi-
ence to Moscow. The remaining resolutions were part of the
shifting, flexible, and at times contradictory but always
authoritarian dogma.

The allocation of Party functions revealed three
leading personalities: Julio Antonio Mella, José Miguel
Perez, and Fabio Grobaft. Mella was a student leader at
the University of Havana who had been stirring up anti-U.S.
sentiment since 1923. He was dark-skinned, with handsome
almost negroid features, athletically built, and tempera-
mentally bent on the spectacular. In addition to founding
the Anti-Imperialist League at the University, he edited
the weekly newspaper Lucha de Clases (Class Struggle).

The following duties were assigned to him by the congress:
(1) to notify the Cuban press of the creation of the Party,
to publicize some of its resolutions, and to report these

events to The Daily Worker in the United States, the

Communist Party newspaper in Mexico, and the Executive
Committee of the Communist Internationale in Moscow; (2)

to deliver a flag and a salute to the sailors of the S.S.
Vorovsky by 'whatever means possible,' which required Mella
to swim across the large Bay of Cardenas, a task apparently
most willingly undertaken by the student leader; and (3)

to direct the education of new Party members through man-
datory weekly lectures and printed doctrinal summaries.
Obviously, Mella was being given the opportunity to

monopolize the limelight.

11Ibid.
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José Miguel Perez was a Spanish citizen, a teacher by
profession, who had been a temporary immigrant in Cuba.
He brought with him to the congress the most trustworthy
credentials: He was a member of a duly affiliated section
of the Communist Internationale, the Spanish Communist
Party. One of his Party duties in Cuba was the distribution

of the official Spanish Communist periodical La Antorcha.

He was elected Secretary General of the Cuban Party, the
highest executive position. He was Mella's antithesis--
pale, slender, and reserved.12

Grobért's duties were not specified, but as he was
the remaining leading delegate, it is fair to assume that
he was one of those responsible for carrying out the
resolutions on creating the necessary class consciousness
and on searching for new leaders among the workers and
students.

Mella's displeasure with the appointment of the
' Spanish Secretary General was apparent in his motion to
withdraw Party support from the Spanish periodical La
Antorcha and to provide support only for the Cuban Party

organ, Lucha de Clases.l3' Mella's motion was defeated,

mainly by Grobart's argument that a Party member should be

free to purchase whatever Party organ he wished, as long

12Alexander's assertion (p. 270) that Mella was ''the
first General Secretary of the Cuban Communist Party" is
unsupported by other historical accounts. For a biographi-
cal sketch of Perez, see Hoy, August 15, 1965, p. 1.

13R.oca, p. 2.
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as he helped the Cuban Party's publication efforts.14

Perez' tenure in office was short; barely a week after
the publication of the Party's resolutions and roster,
Machado's government decided to ship him back to Spain,
where he assumed his former position with the Spanish
Communist Party. Mella continued as a Party activist in
Cuba, becoming quite prominent in the initial years of the
struggle against Machado's reelection in 1929. He was
jailed by the Machado police and survived a nineteen-day
hunger strike intended to underscore the brutality of
governmental repression. After being freed on condition
that he leave the country, Mella went to Mexico, where he
joined the Executive Committee of the Mexican Communist
Party. He met his death at the hands of an unknown assassin
on January 10, 1929.15

Grobart's foresight in avoiding the limelight and
using an alias had paid off. He was not among those jailed

or deported as 'undesirable foreigners."

14Ibid. Roca does not identify the opponent of
Mella's motion but, being the spokesman for the majority
block, it is fair to assume that Grobart had begun to
exercise his "coordinating'" functionms.

5Communist literature blames the assassination on
Machado's "henchmen.'" Anti-Communist sources, however,
point out that Mella may have been killed by the Communists
themselves, especially since Mella had been expelled from
the Mexican Communist Party two weeks before the assassi-
nation. See, for example, Alexander, p. 271, quoting from
The Militant (weekly newspaper of the U.S. Trotskyites),
January 15, 1931, p. 1; and Flores, pp. 80-85.
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The 1929-1948 Period

Although Grobart's official position in the Cuban
Communist Party during the 1929-1948 period is not -known,
it is clear that he was a dominant figure. He screened
new members and participated actively in major tactical
decisions. An evaluation of the record of the Communist
Party legdership during this period indicates that it was
not as successful in making policy as it was in recruiting
competent activists.

The Communist Party attracted young leaders from
among students and workers. Ruben Martinez Villena, a
legendary student leader, poet, and visionary, joined the
Communist Party shortly after its creation. As a result
of his magnetic personality (see p. 24), a host of student
leaders became pro-Communists. Martinez Villena was also
active in recruiting labor union leaders, and thus at the
downfall of the Machado dictatorship the top leadership

of Cuba's National Workers Confederation (Confederacién

Nacional Obrera de Cuba) was in Communist hands.16 Labor

unions remained under Communist control throughout the
first period of Batista's effective rule in Cuba (1935~
1944) and until 1948, when the Party was declared illegal
and the Communist labor leaders were expelled. It is
significant that when Castro came to power in 1959 the top
echelons of Communist leadership in Cuba were the same
that had been recruited in the early 1930's: Blas Roca,
Secretary General of the Party since 1934; Joaquin Ordoqui,

Deputy Secretary; Lazaro Pena, top labor leader; Juan

16See Alexander, p. 272; Flores, p. 87; and Roca,
pp. 5-6.
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Marinello, intellectual figurehead; and Carlos Rafael
Rodriguez, lawyer, economist, and Party theoretician.

On the other hand, the Party had obviously committed
tactical blunders, such as its initial participation in
the Machado elections. It actively encouraged a general
strike against Machado to prevent his reelection and then
issued a back-to-work order that crippled the effectiveness
of the strike.17 This order not only disqualified the
Party from playing an influential role in the formation
of revolutionary governments in the post-Machado period,
but caused the Communists to be repeatedly accused of
treason. ® Similarly, the 1939 pact with Batista (whereby
control of the labor unions and a Cabinet chair were ex-
changed for unqualified support of Batista's government)

cost the Party dearly in terms of anti-Communist repression

triggered during the Grau and Prio governments.

17R. Bychovsky, in the International Press Correspondence
of May 4, 1934, said the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Cuba "considered that the armed struggle against
Machado would lead directly to imperialist intervention,
and that the Central Committee called on the workers to stop
the general strike at a time when it had already grown into
a spontaneous armed insurrection" (quoted in Alexander,
pp. 92-111, 227).

18See Flores; and Teresa Casuso, Cuba and Castro,
Random House, New York, 1961, p. 63.

19On the Communist pact with Batista, see Flores, pp.

226-238. Verson (p. 19) reports that on March 27, 1947,
Grobart visited President Grau San Martin (Batista's
successor, elected in 1944) and promised that the Communist
Party, then operating as the Partido Socialista Popular,
would pledge its '200,000" members' votes to Grau's can-
didate in the 1948 election in return for Grau's voiding
the impending decree of illegality against the Party.
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A political analyst in 1948 would have been perfectly
justified in assuming that the best days of the Cuban
Communist Party were over. The Party had gambled on
attaining leadership within the worker movement and it had
proven a costly mistake. Labor union leadership in Cuba,
in the absence of the Marxist 'class consciousness,' was
nothing more than subordinate bureaucracy. Despite the
government expulsion of the Communist labor leaders, the
Cuban Workers Confederation (CTC) continued to function
under the new government-appointed leadership as well as,
if not better than, before. The Communist Party was not
even successful in mounting a significant strike to brotest
the mass expulsion of the duly elected Communist labor
leaders. Also in 1948 the Prio government issued a depor-
tation order to Grobart, which precipitated his return to
East Europe. Because of his health, some of Grobart's
friends, especially Gustavo Aldereguia, the Party doctor
and a leading lung specialist, were not dismayed to see
him go. Aldereguia feared that Grobart's tuberculosis
would finally claim his life if he remained in underground
work in Cuba.

Grobart's movements during the 1948-1959 period are
difficult to establish. Some of his old friends asserted
that he was in a Swiss sanatorium for two years and then
in Moscow until 1959; others placed him in Czechoslovakia
or Poland during the entire period. What is certain is
that he reappeared in good health in Havana during the
first months of Castro's regime in 1959 ready to resume

his work for the Communist Party.
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MISSIONARY, COMMISSAR, AND LAY RABBI

On August 17, 1965, during the fortieth anniversary
celebration of the founding of the Cuban Communist Party,
several speakers referred to Grobart as editor of Qggg
Socialista.20 When the roster of Central Committee mem-
bers of the renamed "Communist Party' was announced on
October 5, 1965, it became clear that Grobart was much
more than an editor of an uncontroversial and hackneyed
periodical. His name appeared in a list of Party officers
that included the Castro brothers and excluded such revo-
lutionary heroes as Che Guevara and such old Party leaders
as Anibal Escalante.2l '

Though overtly lacking any precise assignment other
than that of editor, Grobart was housed in a sumptuous and
highly guarded government building in Havana not far from
where the Communist Party of the 1940's had been modestly
situated. Those few remaining Jews who tried to enlist
his help in releasing relatives or friends accused of
"counter-revolutionary" crimes found it difficult to get
to his office. If allowed to see him, they met the same
Simkowitz of earlier years--pleasant, didactic, and un-
yielding:

"Even though X is accused of smuggling money out
of the country and you do not know his present

0Among the speakers were the Castro brothers, Blas
Roca, Osvaldo Dorticos, and others. Their speeches were
reproduced in full in the August 16, 17, 18, and 19
issues of Hoy.

1The complete list of members of the Central Com-
mittee of the Partido Comunista (which substituted for the
PURS) appeared in Daily Report Latin America, October 5,
1965, No. 192-1965, p. HHHH4.
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whereabouts, you should not be so quick in ac-
cusing the revolutionary police. I am sure that
if X did not do what he is being accused of, the
court will find him not guilty. After all, you
know these are the people's courts. They have
no interest in administering partial justice, as
was the case during the capitalist period. Do
not prejudge anyone, for everyone is trying to
do his job the best he can, and I am sure no one
wants to interfere with the administration of
justice."

Today Grobart is an overseer, a watchful guardian of
Moscow's interests in Cuba. He has reached the summit of
his career and can now afford to indulge in reflections
on the past, as intimated in one of his latest speeches.

Addressing the armed forces of the Province of Oriente
on the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the Cuban
Communist Party, he referred to the harmful effects that
many years of Yankee propaganda and capitalist portrayal
of the Communists had had on the mentality of the Cuban
people.22 In his words, ''the worst barrier the Party met
in the early period of its existence--and also during all
later years until the triumph of the Revolution--was not
so much terror and persecution as middle-class ideas and
concepts and the ignorance and political prejudices of
large masses of the people." He provided an example of
the definition of a Communist from a book printed by the
American embassy in Havana: '"a human being who, born any-
where on earth, has no religion but Marxism, no flag but
sickle and hammer, no homeland except the Soviet Union.

A Communist is a being without a soul, without spirituality,

R . . 1. 2
tied to Marxist materialism. 3

22Grobart, p. 10.
23Ibid., p. 11.
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Possibly Grobart is proud of what he has achieved.
During his career he has evidenced organizational fore-
sight and planning ability. For example, he may have been
the one who recognized the potential of attracting 'read-
ers" in tobacco factories, whose labor union was one of
the first to fall under Communist control. The hand manu-
facture of tobacco required long hours of tedious manual
labor, brightened only by the voice of the tobacco reader,
a worker who did nothing but read poetry, short stories,
or novels to the workers. These readers were introduced
to Communist literature, and thus gained the Party an
effective and inexpensive outlet for propaganda. There
were dozens of similar incidents of shrewd planning.

However, the question remains whether the quoted
definition correctly describes Grobart as "a being who,
born anywhere ... has no Feligion but Marxism ... no home-
land except the Soviet Union." Surely the man who organ-
‘ized the Yom Kippur parody had broken with his religion,
but had he also broken with that invisible bond that has
united Jews for centuries and that can be defined only
as the "Jewish peoplehood”? He had seen many Jews give
their lives in Cuba espousing the cause he preached; his
friend Noske Yalub was one of the first workers killed by
the Machado police. However, how did Grobart react when
it came to choosing between support of his less fortunate
Jewish friends and what appeared to be the superior inter-
ests of the Party? In 1934 the Party was forced to take
a stand on a nationalistic decree requiring that fifty
percent of the employees of any firm to be Cuban citizens.
This decree affected many of Grobart's Jewish friends who

by not meeting the time requirement for Cuban citizenship,
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could expect to be fired. For "tactical" reasons, Grobart
and his Party chose not to oppose the decree. Years later
Grobart blocked an attempt by the Communist Jewish Party
of Cuba to merge with the national Communist Party. Be-
tween 1933 and the end of World War II, the Jewish Commu-
nist Party had lost its members to the Zionist movement.
They found themselves directing a newspaper without read-
ers,24 a school without children,25 a cultural association
without members,26 and a restaurant without customers.
Again, with the superior interests of the Party in mind,
Grobart ruled against the merger with the national Party,
even though this meant that those whom he had selectéd

and appointed as leaders would find themselves jobless.

His rejection of the feelings of Jewish peoplehood became
obvious in the years that followed the end of World War II.
During the Second World War, a noted Polish Jewish
Communist arrived in Cuba; his pseudonym was A. Gued (for
Gershon Dua). Gued represented a romantic branch of Polish
Communism that dreamed of a true Jewish culture flourishing
in the midst of a Communist regime. Gued's "credentials"

never proved sufficient tb Grobart, and consequently he
was off-limits for Party members, Jew and Gentile alike.
Until the end of the war, Gued, who did not speak Spanish,

was forced to remain in Cuba, dependent on charity for

24The Yiddish Word (with an approximate circulation
in 1948 of 200 copies).

25Sholem Aleichem School (50 registered students in
1948).

26The Folk Center (less than 50 members in 1948).

27

The Worker's Kitchen (closed in 1948).
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support. On his return to Poland, he was offered an im-
portant position in the Ministry of Education. Naively,
he announced that he had come back to help "Wilna to become
the Jerusalem of Lithuania.'" Gued was a victim of the
anti-Semitic purge that marked Stalin's last years of gov-
ernment, the same purge that claimed the lives of such top
Jewish intellectuals in Soviet Russia as Shlomo Michoels,
noted playwright, and Isaac Pfefer, writer and essayist.
Grobart ignored these events and did not utter a word of
condemnation.

From the time anti-Semitism nurtured his hate of the
ruling class in Poland (a class that he would have found
only too easy to identify in whatever nation the trans-
atlantic ship might have placed him), being a Jew has
provided Grobart with the incentive to succeed and over-
come apparently insurmountable obstacles. A proud man,
he has always counted among his achievements the fact
that he educated himself, and that self-education has in-
creased his ability to administer punishment to the capi-
talists.

During his adolescence Grobart believed that Communism
would solve once and forever the "Jewish' problem. He was
sure that under Marxism-Leninism the Jew would become uni-
versalized and thus cease to exist as a Jew and function
only as a man; accordingly, Grobart was willing to trade
"gods." He acquired a new god that spoke in the name of
justice and demanded exceptional sacrifice. His new god
was as stern and angry as the old god--the god who had
forced the Biblical Gideon, a humble and simple-minded
man, to become a leader, nurtured his ambition and glory,

and then reduced him to mortal nothingness.
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As a Communist proselytizer, Grobart profited from
the religious training that almost all Jewish boys undergo
in Eastern Europe. His speeches, especially the one on
the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the founding
of the Communist Party, read like a prayer and admonition
during the Jewish Day of Atonement. He commenced with a
"blessing' to the Communist gods and demigods; proceeded
to recount what had been done, good and bad, and, of course,
suggested atonement for the bad deeds; outlined what must
be done; and warned of the impending punishment if it was
not done.

To avoid persecution and humiliation as a Jew, Grobart
has been consistently motivated by Communism to become uni-
versalized--religiously and ethnically unidentified among

the proletarians of the world.
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II. RAUL ROA

Since 1960 Raul Roa has been the Cuban Minister of
Foreign Affairs. His decision to remain in the Castro
government after its adoption of Marxism-Leninism has
puzzled Cubans and non-Cubans who knew of Roa's anti-Com-
munist ""humanistic" ideology, evidenced in his writings
and speeches as well as in his political affiliation prior
to 1959. We will examine the reasons behind Roa's decision,
considering him both as an individual and as a member of
a generation of Cuban and Latin American intellectuals.

A significant amount of data on Roa's career has been sup-
plied by his writings; additional information has been ob-
tained from conversations with him and with some of his
former friends and colleagues for that period of his life

until 1960.

FORMATIVE YEARS (1923-1933)

Student Idols

Roa was fifteen yearé old when he visited the Uni-
versity of Havana for the first time in February 1923.l
In his own words, one '"'luminous afternoon' he and two of
his classmates of third-year high school at the exclusive
Colegio Champagnat decided to skip classes and go hear a

speech by the famous student leader J. A. Mella (see page 9).

1See Roa's account of his visit in his article, ''La
Revolucion Universitaria de 1923," reproduced in Viento
Sur, Selecta, Havana, 1953, pp. 405-432; see also Roa's
Quince Afios Despues, Selecta, Havana, 1950, pp. 317-325.
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The topic of Mella's speech was the reform of the system
of higher education in Cuba.2

Roa and his classmates listened to Mella with surprise
and admiration. The speaker courageously denounced the
University of Havana for its shortcomings in education,
pointing out the corruption of the administration and the
incompetence of the faculty. Linked with these accusations
was an attack on U.S. imperialism and on the official sub-
missiveness of Cuban politicians.3 In the fiery student
leader, Roa discovered a living idol.

The search for, and discovery of, idols who were
noble, pure, and strong was almost a physical necessity
for the extremely thin, nervous young man. The scorn with
which Cuba's independence apostle, José Marti, had treated
Roa's grandfather, in accusing him of writing a book in-
tended to dissuade young Cubans from fighting against
colonial rule, haunted Roa's adolescent and formative
years.4 He loved his grandfather and was proud of what
his parents had told him about '"the old General,' and yet

he had also acquired a deep veneration for Mart{, a

2The "reforma universitaria' movement in Latin America
was started at the University of Cordoba, Argentina, in
1918. From there it spread to the University of Buenos
Aires and to other leading universities outside of
Argentina. In January 1923, one month prior to Mella's
speech, the students of the University of Havana were
addressed by the President of the University of Buenos
Aires, José Arce, who encouraged their "break with archaic
methods, institutions, and aims of the colonial past.”
See Viento Sur, p. 410.

3Viento Sur, pp. 425ff.

4See Roa's article "Vindicacion de mi Abuelo,™ Bohemia

magazine, July 18, 1948; also reproduced in Viento Sur,
pp. 255-266.

¥\
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Christlike figure to most Cubans. Far from attacking ''the
apostle," young Roa read as much of Mart{ as was available
in Havana's libraries, and when confronted in public with
Martfi's accusation he would place the blame on misunder-
standing or on an intrigue by a Marti associate.

Mella, the first in Roa's list of student idols, would
soon be followed by Ruben Martinez Villena, Pablo de la
Torriente Brau, and Aureliano Sanchez Arango. What these
men had in common was a courageous and inflammatory nature;
beyond this, however, their personalities differed. Mella
and de la Torriente Brau were vigorous specimens of the
revolutionary breed, and they did not hesitate to use their
athletic prowess whenever necessary. As described above
(page 9), years later Mella delivered a political message
by swimming across the Bay of Cardenas, and on another
occasion survived a nineteen-day hunger strike. And de la
Torriente Brau lost his life in hand-to-hand combat fighting
for the Republic on Spanish soil.6 Martinez Villena was
slim and intense, with the eyes of a poet and the body of

a victim of consumption.7 Mella and Martinez Villena were

5Ibid.

De la Torriente Brau's political beliefs and the
story of his death are recounted in Roa's pamphlet, Pablo
de la Torriente y la Revolucidn Espaliola, Havana, 1937; see
also Quince Afios, pp. 137-145. Roa's friendship with de
la Torriente Brau and their participation in student
struggles against the Machado government are also described
in Teresa Casuso's Cuba and Castro, Random House, New
York, 1961, pp. 77-95. Miss Casuso was de la Torriente
Brau's wife.

7Roa has written a number of articles on Martinez
Villena. His earliest was a biographical sketch in
Martinez Villena's La Pupila Insomne, Havana, 1936. On
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able organizers. Sanchez Arango, despite his position of
intellectual leadership among the students at the univer-
sity, was basically a man of action. Roa was a follower;
he did not excel as an organizer because of his nervous
impulsiveness, and because of his frailness he failed
where violence was required.
The cause of Mella and Martinez Villena was defined
by the time that Roa first saw them. Mella had been a
founder of the Cuban Communist Party in 1925 (see page 9),
and Martinez Villena had joined him almost immediately,
becoming a prominent labor organizer. De la Torriente Brau,
Sanchez Arango, and Roa were not card-carrying members of
the party, but their sympathy for the vicissitudes of so-
cial struggle attracted them to the cause largely because
of Martinez Villena's magnetic personality, his poetry,
and his "universal anxiety."8
Martinez Villena, who was the great-grandson of a
Spanish marquis, shunned the family's title and nurtured
his poetic impulse "to c¢limb until the mountains will be
vanquished and the stars mastered.'" When twenty years
old, Martinez Villena loﬁged for a world without bounds,
"away from the scales and in sight of the iris.'" At
twenty-eight, however, the more puritanical traits in his
personality prevailed, and he decided to 'earn money with

his own hands'" and 'sweat and toil with the underdogs."9

December 18, 1949, he wrote an article for Bohemia magazine,
"Perfil Vuelto Hacia los Astros' ("Profile to the Stars"),
reproduced in Viento Sur, pp. 266-285. His latest article
is "Evocacidén de Ruben Martinez Villena," Cuba Socialista,
No. 43, March 1965, pp. 30-60.

8Cuba Socialista, No. 43, March 1965, p. 32.
oIbid., p. 39.
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A desire to expiate the guilt of '"profiting from someone
else's labor' spearheaded his break with poetry and affili-
ation with communism. -
Once Mella and Martinez Villena became members of the
Communist Party, every cause they espoused, such as univer-
sity reform, became subordinated to Party deéigns and served
as a means to create the social unrest necessary for instal-
ling the Communist order. De la Totrriente Brau,
Sanchez Arango, and Roa, either through_political.naiveté
or conscious choice, decided to dedicate their lives to their
first major cause--the struggle against the dictatorial gov-

ernment of General Machado, who had forced his own reelection

in 1929.

September 30, 1930

Sanchez Arango assumed the leadership of the student
revolt against the Machado government. The first student
actions in November 1929 consisted of printing and distri-
buting subversive propaganda, most of which had been written
by R.oa.11 On November 27, which marked the fifty-eighth

anniversary of the execution of a group of Cuban medical

10In Cuba Socialista (No. 43, March 1965, p. 32), Roa
reproduces a letter by Martinez Villena explaining why he
was giving up poetry; the quotes in the text belong to this
letter, where the poet concluded:

"No haré un verso mas, para que?

...Quiero servir en silencio y desde abajo."

("I shall not make another verse, what for?

..I want to serve in silence and from below.'')

llThe description of these events has been extracted
from a series of articles published by Roa in the Havana
newspaper, El Mundo, and transcribed in Viento Sur, pp.405-
469.




-26-

students by the Spanish colonial government, a handful of
student rebels were to announce their protest in a sub-
urban theater where government, university authorities,
and the general public would attend the traditional com-
memoration ceremony.

The plan as concocted by Sanchez‘Arangb called for
turning off the theater lights, showering the audience with
pamphlets, and next with electric light bulbs. On arriving
at the theater, the students discovered that admission was
by invitation only, and theater ushers refused to admit
the uninvited. Sanchez Arango's group proceeded to force
its way in. Most of the students gained entrance, with
the notable exception of Roa and a friend, who were shoved
back. But wheq‘Roa noticed a friend arriving at the thea-
ter with an inﬁitation, he convinced the young lady to re-
linquish her ticket in the name of the Cause. Inside the
theater, the students decided against turning off the
lights because of the absence of one of the government
officials whom they had planned to subject to a fearsome
battery of flying pamphlets and exploding bulbs. Finally
the pamphlets were distributed, while the orchestra played
a patriotic hymn, but the light bulbs failed to explode-~-
they had all been shattered in the pockets of the students

as they had pushed and shoved to gain entrance.

As if to underscore the juvenile overtone of their
venture, Roa recalls that after evading the police, the
group went across the street for a beer, the enjoyment of

which was cut short by the order to return to the theater
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and find Sanchez Arango's fountain pen, lost in the pre-
ceding confusion.12

Future events resulted in more serious consequences.
Student unrest at the university grew to the point that
the government postponed the opening of the university in
1930. A student directorate was formed in September of
that year to spearhead the struggle against Machado.
Sanchez Arango, one of the inspirers of the student direc-
torate, was forced to leave Cuba to evade police persecu-
tion. Roa remained behind and joined the students who
marched to the presidential palace in September to demand
Machado's resignation. During the march a policeman killed
one of the student leaders, Rafael Trejo, who had attempted
to disarm the officer. Trejo's death, like the death of
another student, Ruben Batista, some twenty years later,
marked the turning point in the struggle to overthrow a
Cuban dictator (see page 80).

September 30, 1930, is a key date in Roa's life. 13
He was part of a heroic moment and thus earned both the
honor of being jailed by a despot and the distinction of
belonging to a generation that seemed destined to a glori-
ous future, ''the generation of 1930," as it was to be known
from that day on in Cuba's history. If anyone dared ques-
tion the courage of the Roas, young Raul had a revolution-

ary deed on his record.

121bid., p. 443.

Bsee Roa's article, '"30 de Septiembre,' El Mundo,
September 30, 1952, reproduced in Viento Sur, p. 466.
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Intellectual Idols

In high school and at the university, Roa spent much
of his time on "outside'" reading. Legal education in Cuba
required little class preparation--in two months Roé could
memorize enough to pass the final examinations each year.
As early as his first year in law school he evidenced dis-
taste for legal materials as well as disdain for his stu-

dent classmates--"filomaticos" (grinds) was the epithet
14

he applied to them. Yet he was possessed by his own
variety of learning "mania." He read incessantly, and

with little order or method, the works of philosophers,
novelists, economists, theologians, poets, and pamphieteers.
His devotion to the Hispanic Americanism of Marti and
Bolivar made him search far and wide for the thought and
literary expression that would be representative of the

. s s . . . 15
“progressive spirit in Hispanic America."

Thus he began
to acquire a list of idols in the realm of intellectual
achievement.

They were "idols" in the sense that they inspired
not only his emotional attachment but also his intellectual
admiration and the desire to identify with them personally.
Intellectual accomplishment alone was insufficient. No
matter how highly the thinker or artist was regarded by
others, he did not gain Roa's respect until he had met
certain ethical standards: honesty toward the world and
above all to himself, his true self.

Such screening of talent left Roa with a rather select

group to idolize. Socrates was his favorite Greek philosopher.

14Quince Afios, p. 378.
15

Ibid., pp. 389-421.
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He was most impressed with the directive "Know thyself,"
and with Socrates' final gesture of preferring death to

a life in violation of ethical and legal teachingsr16

The lack of scientific rigor was apparent in Roa's -early
references to Greek thinkers. He examined ancient social
and legal institutions, such as slavefy, in the light of
contemporary connotations. In this sense his exposure to
Greek thought resulted in little more than a haphazard
compilation of names, situations, and quotations. He
seemed to profit much more from reading literary master-
pieces that contained candid descriptions of significant

people or events. Dante's Divine Comedy or Tolstoy's

War and Peace contributed more to shaping him than Plato's

Republic or Marx's Das Kapital.

Most influential in Roa's development were those
Spanish and Latin American intellectuals whose writings
were regarded as '"must" reading by members of the genera-
tion of 1930 throughout Latin America. In addition to
José Marti, the Cuban generation of 1930 read the Argentine
José Ingenieros, the Uruguayan J. E. Rodo, the Mexican
J. Vasconcelos, the Cuban E. J. Varona, and the Spaniards
F. Giner, M. de Unamuno, J. Ortega y Gasset, and
F. de 1los Rios.17

Ingenieros was a talented physician and psychologist
who, despite national and international scientific recog-

nition, was denied the Chair of Legal Medicine that he

16See Roa's article "La Venda de Cupido,'" Cuadernos
Americanos, Afio VII, Vol. XXXVII, February 1948, tran-
scribed in Viento Sur, pp. 33-37.

Y ouince Amos, pp. 408, 561, 579.
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had won in a competitive examination at the University of
Buenos Aires. His pride wounded, he retreated to the Span-
ish Pyrenees, where the majestic heights inspired him to

write El Hombre Mediocre in 1910, a book that became the

lay bible for future generations of Latin American students
and intellectuals. Written in smooth lyrical prose, this
book is a keen analysis of the virtues of strong and crea-
tive souls. Ingenieros excels in his poetic description
of the idealists, echoing in many passages the voice of
Nietzsche's Zarathustra. In contrast, the author's Argen-
tine enemies, portrayed in their mediocrity, have become
an archetype.18 ’

J. E. Rodo was a teacher and essayist, who frequently
resorted to a form of parable. His most famous essay was
Ariel, in which he used the Shakespearean characters
Prospero, Ariel, and Caliban to contrast the symbols of
the "airy and noble spirit" and those of a vulgar, mundane,
and materialistic nature. Rodo's unmistakable references
to the United States gave his writings a strong political
overtone, and his message was identified with the cry for
a Latin America true to its autochthonous values, digni-
fied and defiant against the growing colossus of the
North.19

Similarly, the Mexican J. Vasconcelos, as a teacher
and Minister of Education, '"preached the doctrine of the
mestizo" and advocated the substitution of Mendelism for

Darwinism in Latin America's biological philosphy. His

18This author is unaware of the existence of an English
translation of El1 Hombre Mediocre; one of the latest and
best editions in Spanish was published by Editorial Sopena,
Argentina, 1956.

19Ariel2 Tor, Buenos Aires, 1946, pp. 95-135.
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racial theory stressed the fact that differences among
peoples depend more on their ability to do certain things
to the exclusion of others than on variations in their
degree of total development.20

The voice of the Cuban E. J. Varona was serene and
his prose terse. He was a philosopher\and educator. In-
fluenced by the writings of Locke and Compte, his philoso-
phical positivism became evident in the first master plan
for Cuba's educational system, prepared in 1910. Varona
called for greater empiricism in teaching and more labora-
tories and fewer orators in high schools and universities.
He also warned Cubans not to become indebted culturally.
or economically to the United States, "a neighbor who has
always charged us dearly for his favors." Varona's thought
assumed special significance to the young Roa, for it was
the old philosopher, virtually on his deathbed, to whom
the rebels of the generation of 1930 turned for advice and
"moral support in their struggle against Machado. His

. . . 21
counsel was "Esperar y resistir" ('"to wait and to resist').

In contrast to Varona, whose philosophy was rooted
in eighteenth-century Eurépean thought, the Spaﬁish writers
had a more contemporary message. They belonged to the
“"generacion del 1898," a generation that saw its hopes for
a '"vital'--as opposed to an "official''--Spain disappear

with the ephemeral lives of the First and Second Republics}

20por Vasconcelos' published lectures, see Vasconcelos
and Manuel Gamio, Aspects of Mexican Civilization, (Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1926), especially pp. 95ff.

21See Roa's speech, "Enrique J. Varona y Nuestra
Generacidn," transcribed in Viento Sur, pp. 363-376,
especially p. 364. '
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The members of this select group had struggled for academic
freedom (free from state and church intervention) and for
liberal economic reforms and thus were ideally suited to
serve as the bridge between Latin American and European,
especially German ahd'French, thought. Giner's legal
philosophy had been shaped in German élassrooms.
De los Rios, his disciple, had also studied with Herman Cohen,
the advocate of "humanistic socialism," at the University of
Marburg. Ortega y Gasset had translatéd Heidegger into
elegant Spanish. There was an almost paterhal relationship
between the generation of 1898 in Spain and subsequent
generations in Latin America, such as Argentina's,genera-
tion of 1918 and Cuba's of 1930. 1In a fatherly voice,
de los Rios counseled the students at the UniVersity‘bf
Havana in 1926: '"Young men--Who wastes a morning, wastes
an afternoon; who wastes youth, wastes life.”22
The problems confronting an impoverished and restless
Spanish nation did not appear to be too different from
those facing Mexico in the midst of its civil war, or }
Argentina and Cuba on the verge of what promised to become -
a succession of bloodbaths. In the thirties, intellectuals
in these countries coined the catchall phrase "Una crisis
de valores" ("A crisis of values"). The Spanish generation
of 1898 attempted to prescribe remedies: "Socialistic
humanism' was suggésted by de los Rios. His humanistic
formula was equally applicable to Spain.and to Latin

America. It combined the abstruseness of his German

22See Roa's speech, "Don Fernando y Don Francisco,"
transcribed in Quince Afios, pp. 562-578, especially
p- 570. )
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readings with the musical sound of Spanish generalities,
and could be translated as follows:

An original synthesis in which may be organically
found the idea of the harmonic goals of human
beings ... humanistic socialism hopes to go beyond
the achievement of present day statism by humani-
zing the economy [which demands] a generalization
of the responsibility for actions and a betterment
of behavior by letting the professions be the
fruits of true vocation .... Socialism thus con-
ceived is a means of refreshing and spiritualizing
the soul ... an opening to the presentlg repressed
feelings of the religiousness of life.

Ortega y Gasset's formula, which also demanded the
renovation of the spiritual, opposed the use of revolu-
tionary or violent methods of social change. Couched in
Olympian terms, his prose warned against the destructive
mediocrity being imposed by mob psychology and mass rule.
He did not hesitate to praise the English method of social
change as one that was less "rationalistic" but more 'his-
torical' and therefore respectful_bf"EhERCOntinuity of
life.2% '

Beyond an interpretation of words, however, what is
important in the message of the Spanish generation of
1898 is the revelation of a basic attitude toward the
radical traﬁsformation of society in the twentieth century.
Some of the Spaniards could not hlde their dlsqaste for
industrial developments. Writing. from Salamanca in 1911,
M. de Unamuno urged his.readers to

escape to ... the mountain tops, the higher the
better ... leave civilization with its railroads,
telephones, .and water closets, and take culture into
your soul. Civilization is nothing but the shell

231bid., p. 569.

24The Revolt of the Masses, W. W Norton & Company,
Inc. B New York, 1957, pp. 1-27.
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that covers the pulp, the medula, which is culture.
All this formidable apparatus of mechanical inven-
tions ends when it produces a poem.

De los Rios' contact with large metropolitan centers
did not suppress his bucolic impulse; on the contréry,
while teaching at the New School for Social Research in
New York, he took Roa on a tour of the city and while
passing the Empire State Building told him: '"To me, the
Empire State Building is not as valuable as a hammock,
and not as conducive to meditation.”26

The division of labor created by an ever increasing
degree of specialization projected its shadow on intellec-
tual life, especially for those who wanted to be the His-
panic heirs to the genius of Erasmus and Spinoza. With-
out a scientific background of some sort, the twentieth-
century Spanish philosophers were to find themselves either
metaphysicians or theologians, labels with which they did
not want to be identified. Hence, the vagueness of their
social message.

By temperament as well as by training, thg Spani?h
humanists were unable to.accept Marxist historical materi-
alism at face value, as they were sufficiently familiar
with Hegel to know that Marx had "adulterated'" Hegel's phi-
losophy of history. Thus, their social doctrine could
basically be reduced to humaneness, spirituality, and tol-
erance. Their intellectual dilemma, their fear of not put-
ting their talents to good use, and of not making a truly
meaningful contribution to society was relived by the Cuban

generation of 1930, among them, most poignantly, Raul Roa.

25Andanzas;y Visiones Espanolas, Espasa Calpe, Austral,
Espana, 1955, p. 21

26Quince Afios, p. 575.
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THE SEARCH FOR A PROFESSION (1933-1940)

From the University of Havana, Roa had received a law
diploma and exposure to student and national politics. He
knew very little law, and whatever he knew of the iegal
profession he did not like. The prospect of collecting com-
mercial debts bored him, and that of negotiating divorce
cases under the recently enacted divorce law (the bread and
butter of young practitioners) he found too trivial. Crimi-~
nal law had its attraction, its ''poetry," but only as
written in books. The everyday routine of paper shuffling
would give him little more than an opportunity to observe
firsthand the despicable graft that could set free the
guilty and jail the innocent. Then, what should he do?
Politics? This was not a bad choice if the moment were
ripe. As things stood at his graduation, however, most of
the power was being grabbed by the old politicians, and
soon there was to appear, virtually out of nowhere, a nearly
illiterate Army sergeant named Fulgencio Batista who would
become the power behind the government of Cuba for many
years to come. Though these conditions were worthy of
combat, there was no assurance that politics would provide
the answer to the pressing problem of earning a living. A
reassessment of his talents convinced Roa of his ability to
write. He had written prose as well as poetry, and he had
been incisive in his political controversies and destruc-
tive in his attacks. He had a gift for the unusually
descriptive metaphor. But could he make a living as a
poet, novelist, or journalist? Very few Cuban writers
could indeed assure him that they had obtained a decent

income from their books. Most of the talented journalists
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he knew either had a very difficult time supporting their
families or had sold their souls to the reigning devil.
Pablo de la Torriente Brau, one of Roa's friends from
the days of student revolt, resolved a similar dilemma by
going to Spain to fight for the beleaguered republic.
Though Roa admired his courage, he decided not to carry
his own idealism that far; he preferred to stay in Cuba
and go on searching. Family and close friends pressed
him to become a university professor, and after an inten-
sive period of reading and preparation for a competitive
examination, he was awarded in September 1940 the Chair
of "History of Social Doctrines" in the University of
Havana's School of Social Science and Public Law. The
pay was poor (less than 200 pesos per month), but the work
did not seem hard, and it allowed him time for his journal-
istic writing, which meant an additional modest income.
Once more he could enjoy the ''serene majesty'" of his be-
loved university hill, scene of his glorious past and haven

for his political future.

THE PROFESSOR (1940-1949)

Roa's contact with the younger generation proved as
pleasant an experience for him as it was for his students.
His revolutionary past, his undefined, almost iconoclastic,
political views, and his style of presentation that was
earthy and yet elegant, irreverent and poetic--all endeared
him to the young. The first course was a discussion of

. . 27
"social" as opposed to "exact" sciences. For several

27See Roa's textbook, Historia de las Doctrinas
Sociales, Universidad de la Habana, Habana, 1949, pp. 1-24;
hereafter referred to as Historia.
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weeks each year, Roa lectured on the nature of social
sciences, expressing greater concern about what social
sciences should be than about what they were apt to be
and had been since they had become empirically oriented.28
The rest of the course consisted of discussions of
the ideas of prominent Greek, Roman, Medieval Scholastic,
Modern, and contemporary social thinkers. An heir to the
"humanistic'" tradition of the Spanish generation of 1898,
Roa enjoyed the use of sweeping generalizations and poetic
syntheses. Thus, while discussing Spartan and Athenian
thinkers, he would "unveil Cupid" by implying that he had
unmasked the romantic notions entertained by many Western
historians on Ancient Greek society and its contributions
to present ideas.29 Similarly, Rousseau's ideas were dis-
cussed during a series of sessions that he entitled 'The
Cock's Crow of Western Democracy."30 He regarded his
mission as that of a fomenter of idealistic restlessness.
In the prologue to his textbook he expressed the hope
that his students would find enough stimulation in his
words to go on to ''more vigorous ventures and to search

for wider horizons."31

28This attitude is evident not only in Roa's textbook,
where Max Weber's contribution to social science is
examined in the light of his 'meo-Kantism and historicism"
(page 13), but also in his paper to the XIVth International
Congress of Sociology held in Rome, 1950. 1In this paper
Roa suggests that the true function of sociology is ''to
reconcile the aims in the democratic conception of society,
still haunted by its past, with the means afforded by
socialism which entail the total degradation of the most
precious values in civilization' (Viento Sur, pp. 53-55).

29Historia, p. 39.

301p14., p. 191.
3lipid., p. xii.
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During the academic year of 1942, Roa decided to
apply for a Guggenheim Fellowship and spend a year at
Columbia University writing a book on Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal. The fact that he sought financial
assistance from a U.S. foundation to do postgraduate
work at an American university signaled a definite change
of posture toward Rodo's ''Caliban' and Varona's ''greedy
neighbor."

Roa attributed his interest in the fellowship to an
American friend, Charles A. Thomson of the Foreign Policy
Association and later of the State Department. He had
met Thomson during 1934 at the University of Havana,
where Thomson had gone as a member of the Association to
study the political problems of post-Machado Cuba. As if
to corroborate the fact that he had not sold out to the
wealthy neighbor, Roa's account of his meeting with
Thomson contains a conspicuous reference to the book that
he carried defiantly under his arm.32 Although the title
of the book is not mentioned, what was important is that
the author was a prominent leftist writer, Waldo Frank.

Unmentioned by Roa, but certainly very influential
in his decision, was the fact that many of his Spanish
intellectual idols had made New York their center of
activity after fleeing Franco's Spain. For example,

F. de los Rios, the former Spanish Ambassador to Washington,
was at the New School for Social Research, and F. de Onis
was at Columbia University. If they were there,

why not he? The fellowship was granted, and Roa spent

32Viento Sur, p. 29.
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nearly two years in New York working on his ''New Deal"
book. There is no record of the book having been pub-
lished or indeed written. His newspaper articles of this
period indicate, however, that he was extremely pleased
with his surroundings, impressed with the U.S. educational
system, and on his return to Cuba was ready to adopt a
more mellow attitude toward the United States.33
The time was beginning to be ripe for political
prominence back home. Grau San Martin, physician, uni-
versity professor, and teacher of many of the members of
the generation of 1930, had been elected President. His
"revolutionary" credentials were impressive. Forthright
in his stand against Machado, nationalistic, and leaning
left of center in the few legislative decrees he was
allowed to enact during a brief tenure of the presidency
in the turbulent post-Machado days, Grau now seemed ready
to fulfill his earlier promise of thorough and progessive
“Cubanidad." His party's slogan was '"Cuba for the
Cubans." Many of the Grau-appointed ministers and
cabinet members belonged to the generation of 1930. Roa
returned to the University of Havana, finished his text-

book, and eagerly awaited the turn of events.

33See the following Roa articles: 'Intermedio en
Washington,'" published in El Mundo, August 10, 1945, and
transcribed in Viento Sur, pp. 29-32; "Victory Day en
New York,'" in Quince ARos, p. 440; '"Mart{i en la Universi-
dad Columbia,' in Viento Sur, p. 187; and "Occurrid en
Harlem,' in Quince Afios, p. 595.
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CUBAN POLITICS DURING THE 1944-1948 PERIQD

The wartime and postwar shortage of sugar in:the
United States and other markets brought unusual piosperity
to the largest sugar-producing country in the worid. Pub-
licly, President Grau boasted that his government put
pesos in every Cuban's pockets; privately, his motto be-

came ''Me bafio pero salpico'" ("I bathe ... but I also

splash'), the connotation being that if one were close
enough to the pool one could not help but get '"wet' with
administrative loot. The availability of money and the
dishonest legacy of the Batista rule, which had lasted
until 1944, combined in bringing about the rise of
gangsterism in Grau's Cuba.

Batista had rewarded the lower echelons of the armed
forces, which had permitted his rise to power in 1935,
with a number of privileges that ranged from special
housing projects to indulgence in widespread graft. His
ten years of behind-the-scene and official government
control ensured him the loyal and interested support of
the entire military establishment. On defeating Batista's
presidential candidate in 1944, Grau San Martin, obviously
fearing a revolt, did not dare to undertake a thorough
reorganization of the military establishment, and limited
his moves to replacing some of the top military chiefs.
Neither Grau nor his appointees could count on the mili-
tary support they needed to profit from the graft
available in certain administrative functions. There-
fore, private armies were required to ensure that no one
dared trespass on the possible areas of graft, such as
smuggling, tax collections, and government jobs. It was

not long before these private armies proliferated.
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The Cuban caudillo (political or military strong man),
as distinguished from the Mexican rural type, was to be
seen mostly in the urban areas--the ministries, labor
unions, schools, factories, depots, and other sources of
loot. As in the case of present-day Colombia, however,
the various caudillos and their armies were soon engaged
in street battles, as well as in assassinations, kid-
napings, and extortions.

Occasionally the loot filtered down to unsuspecting
beneficiaries. For example, one of the bodyguards of a
prominent government official was appointed Professor of
Physical Education in a suburban high school. Among his
duties was that of coaching the baseball team, a job that
could have been done by almost any Cuban regardless of age,
color, sex, or education. The players marveled at the
generosity of their coach, who distributed expensive gifts
whenever his team won an important game. This annoyed the
coaches of competing teams, especially the Catholic priests
who had the additional grievance of the obscene language
and '"'unnecessary weapons'" used by the new Professor of
Physical Education. '

In Grau's Cuba the caudillos and their gangsters

acquired a status symbol, ''Cadillac cola de pato'" (''Cadillac

ducktail model"). The proliferation of armed bands demanded
a greater number of ''soldiers,'" and these began to be re-
cruited from the leadership of high school and university
students. The '"Messiah of the Cubanidad," as Grau was
called by his eulogists, had brought to Cuba's major cities

the era of the easy peso and the quick gun.
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THE DIRECTOR OF CULTURE (1949-1952)

Grau's candidate for the presidential elections of
1948 was his Minister of Labor, Carlos Prio Socarras.
Prio had ended Communist leadership in the labor uﬁions,
where after 1939 the Party had become firmly entrenched.
He had carried his anti-Communist zeal so far as to secure
a declaration of illegality against the Party, closing its
newspaper and radio station and exiling Fabio Grobart to
Eastern Europe. Not only did Prio have Grau's political
blessing in his favor, but he also boasted a revolutionary
history that went back to September 30, 1930. Prio's
election in 1948 forced Raul Roa to face his first moral-
political dilemma in public life. To accept a position in
Prio's government implied endorsing his anti-Communist
policies as well as condoning the corruption that Prio and
his close associates had supported during the Grau govern-
. ment. Such a position would also entail giving up his
independence as the free-lance critic stationed on the
university hill. Roa did not regard Prio's anti-Communism
as an obstacle, because Roa himself had attacked Cuban
Communists for having betrayed Cuba's national interests.
Communism, he felt at that time, was an international form
of totalitarian dictatorship and as such it subverted culture,

34 What troubled him most was the

freedom, and justice.

question of corruption, which he likened to pregnancy:

There was no such thing as being just "a little bit corrupt."
Whatever qualms Roa had were dispelled by Sanchez

Arango. The fact that Aureliano, a close friend and student

34Viento Sur, pp. 55, 176.
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idol, who was regarded as courageous and incorruptible,

had accepted the job of Minister of Education assured Roa
of brotherly support within the government and moral
authority outside of it. He knew that Aureliano would not
steal and would combat graft in his department. Roa was
soon installed as Director of the Department of Culture at
the Ministry of Education. His appointment came at a time
when his colleagues at the University of Havana had elected
him Dean of the School of Social Sciences.

In his early forties Roa attained a high point in his
political career. As Director of the Department of Culture,
he was given a unique opportunity to improve the cultural
milieu and "“to bring culture to the masses.'" As Dean of
the School of Social Sciences, he was in a key position to
help realize the dreams of university reform first conceived
in 1923 under the spell of Mella's oratory. He saw himself
as a Shakespearean personage about to "suit the word to the
action and the action to the word." Action, however, proved
much more difficult than the word.

Aureliano's first year as Minister of Education was
devoted to “cleaning up' the Ministry. For the first time,
the educational system was cut back by mass dismissals,
and for justifiable reasons. Hundreds of employees, in-
cluding many high school professors, were examined to
determine if their appointment had been made only through
graft or favoritism, and if so, they were fired.35 Oﬁt,
for instanée, went the physical education professor, his

entourage and his expensive gifts.

35See Roa's articles, '"La Herencia del Baga,'" "El
Rescate de la Cueva,'" and "La Isla de los Empleados
Publicos," in Quince Afios, pp. 71-100.
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Such reform contrasted too sharply with what had pre-
vailed barely two or three months earlier in the sdme
Ministry. The previous Minister had left Cuba with several
million dollars' worth of loot, which he immediately in-
vested in a new baseball stadium in Miami, Florida, and
several high-rise hotels and apartment buildings throughout
the United States. A Senator of the recently created
"orthodox'" opposition party brought a criminal complaint of
grand larceny against the very '"Messiah'' and teacher of
President Prio, ex-President Grau San Martin. While Sanchez
Arango was cleaning his Ministry, the nation was beginning
to learn from the newspapers what some of the generation of
1930 had stolen during Grau's government.

Roa relished his two positions and pursued them both
with fervor. As Director of Culture, he convoked national
and international art competitions and festivals, arranged
free concerts, and hastily organized a theater company that
would travel throughout the island to perform in cities as
well as villages. He also headed delegations to foreign
congresses, and collected the remains of Cuban intellectuals

36 To see him in his early days

buried far from Cuban soil.
as Director of Culture was to watch delirium. One night,
after introducing the symphony orchestra to the public at
the cathedral square in 0l1d Havana, he turned aside to

some musician friends and uttered an obscene phrase express-
ing both his euphoria and exhaustion. The sudden roar of
laughter from the audience disclosed that the loudspeaker
system was still on, and that his words had been heard

not only in the square but throughout the island.

_36Viento Sur, pp. 305-316.
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Roa's administration of the Culture Department was
not a case of "the eyes being bigger than the stomach."
The budget of the Ministry of Education was ample énough
to finance the ventures that had been planned, but not
under inexpert, almost reckless, management. Roa had never
had occasion to budget in his life, as at home this function
was’performed by his wife, an intelligent and strong-willed
physician. At the Ministry he found himself handicapped
by his lack of financial and administrative experience.
Soon after coming to office, he was accused by a journalist
of failing to distribute the prize money in one of his
much advertised art competitions.37 One reporter went so
far as to charge Roa with pocketing the money. In response,
Roa angrily admitted that the money had not yet been dis-
tributed because of "administrative complications,' but
he insisted that the checks had been mailed. (The mailing
had taken place after the reporter's accusation but prior
to Roa's answer.)38

The demoralization of public officials during Grau's
administration had been such that the Minister and his
Director of Culture were.forced to engage in newspaper,
radio, and television polemics to defend themselves against
charges of graft. Not too much time was left to improve
the level of cluture and to bring culture to the masses.39

The university hill had also lost its ''serene majesty."

Armed bands of student gangsters roamed at large. Even if

37
38
39

Ibid., pp. 108-130.
Ibid., p. 110.
Ibid., pp. 116-125.
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the Prio government had tried in earnest to eradicate these
bands (which at times it seemed willing to do), it would
have encountered a formidable obstacle in the "auténomous
rights" of the university, which the Prios, Arangos, and
Roas of the early 1930's had fought so vehemently to esta-
blish and which later were put in writing with the 1940
constitution. The university '"autonomy' implied that the
national police could enter the university only on request
of university authorities, and the latter were under con-
stant pressure from student leaders not to relinquish this
precious right. Obviously, redress had to come from within,
but how? As Dean of the School of Social Sciences and
member of the University Council, the highest administra-
tive body on campus, Roa had the power to curb gangsterism
by enacting tough measures, such as expelling nonstudents
from the campus, exposing spurious student leadership and
eliminating university graft. As in the Department of
Culture, he seemed ready to spearhead the battle, when he
suddenly submitted his resignation as Dean.

There were two reasons given for Roa's resignation:
the killing40 of the preéident of the student body at the
School of Social Sciences, and the shooting of the building
in which the faculty had caucused to name a candidate for
president of the university. None of Roa's colleagues
cared to accept the responsibility and danger of the Dean's
position, and consequently his resignation was at first
unanimously rejected. Not until it became clear that Roa
was no longer acting as Dean was the resignation finally

accepted. Roa's duties at the Department of Culture

0
4 See "Protesta y Renuncia," in Quince Afios, pp. 350ff.
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required him to spend considerable time abroad, and he was
not reluctant to leave Cuba whenever feasible, especially

as failure became more apparent.

MOMENTOUS DECISIONS (1952-1961)

Batista's Coup in 1952

Roa's painful reevaluation of his career and achieve-
ments was postponed by Batista's coup of March 10, 1952.

To Roa and to most other members of the generation of 1930,
March 10 marked a regression to 1935 and the years of mili-
tary dictatorship. Yet Batista's claim that only he could
give the nation ''peace and progress' seemed supported by
the social unrest and looting that had marked Grau's four-
year regime and the widespread demoralization and simmering
gangsterism of the Prio government. Batista's move was
such a surprise, just three months before the national
presidential elections, that only the Student Federation
had an immediate response: Down with the dictator!

Roa's course was now charted by his revolutionary
past. In the last fifteen years he had written dozens of
newspaper articles attacking Batista's public life. With
sorrow he assumed once more the role of sharpshooter. His
first article was a little masterpiece, which he entitled
"Gone with the Coup,'' paraphrasing the title of the Ameri-
can bestseller.41 He characterized Batista's Cuba as '"the
mummi fied democracy, the shameless chameleon, the thorny
.meringue, the counseled counselor, the tricolor Party, and

the peace of the big stick.!" It would be difficult to

4lurs que el Golpe se Llevd," in Viento Sur, pp. 226-228.
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use so few words and yet say so much. '"The mummified
democracy" referred to the votes of the deceased tﬂat were
counted in rigged elections; ''the shameless chameléon" de-
picted the traditional Cuban politician changing colors
with the changing of the guard; 'the thorny meringue' sym-
bolized the price that had to be paid by those who dipped
their tongues in the promised sugar; ''the counseled coun-
selor" described Batista's first legislative body, at arm's
length from its master; and "the tricolor Party" signified
the three military corps--yellow, white, and blue--and
implied the disappearance of civilian opposition. Also
gone with the coup was the right '"to think and express
one's thoughts freely, without hypocrisy."

This article was followed by a series of increasingly
strong attacks against the dictatorship. Fear of being
regarded as openly subversive drove Roa to be even more
~ subtle in his prose images.42 During the month of August
1952, a journalist friend, Mario Kuchilan, was brutally
beaten by the Batista secret police. The police thought
Kuchilan knew where to find Roa's closest friend,

Sanchez Arango, who was already conspiring against Batista.43

Shortly thereafter, in February 1953, twenty-year-old
Ruben Batista became the first martyr of the student struggle
against the dictatorship.44 Roa, fearing for his own 1life,
left for Mexico, where his sojourn was not as pleasant as
past visits. Neither he nor his wife had been able to take

money out of Cuba, and for a number of months they survived

-

42Viento Sur, pp. 341-352.
“31bid., p. 247.
44Ibid., p. 249.
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only through the generosity of Mexican friends, especially
the novelist and teacher Andres Iduarte. j

The exiled Roa of the 1950's had begun to show signs
of moral decay. Though frugality was demanded by his new
circumstances, it was not in evidence. Bills for food and
lodging increased, as if Roa meant to emphasize that the
world, in-this case his Mexican friends, owed him a living
for his forthright stand against the dictatorship. 1In
1955, because of economic pressures, or perhaps because of
the amnesty granted political prisoners in Cuba (by which
Fidel Castro was released from Oriente jail), Roa returned
to Havana and resumed teaching at the university. There
he awaited the turn of events.

A small number of the members of the 1930 generation,
led by Sanchez Arango, were actively engaged in conspira-
cies against Batista. Aureliano's intrepid air flights
(by this time he had become an expert pilot) in and out of
the island occasionally made headlines and kept alive the
hopes for his McArthuresque reﬁurn. Meanwhile in Mexico,
Fidel Castro was organizing his 1956 invasion. A new stu-
dent directorate was formed at the university.

Roa was not one of the activists in these clandestine
intrigues, though he offered oral encouragement to most,
with the exception of Fidel's July 26 movement. He con-
sidered Fidel a product of the same student gangs who had
forced his resignation as Dean in 1949. Fidel's prior
membership in the "orthodox'" party that had so vehemently
attacked the Sanchez Arango administration was also a

motive for grievance.45 On a trip to Mexico City as one

45Ibid., p. 121.
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of the two Cuban delegates to the Congress for Cultural
Freedom in 1955, Roa deliberately avoided a meetiné sought
by Castro and openly expressed his dislike of the éastro
movement to Teresa Casuso, a former lady friend who had
become an active Castro supporter.46

Castro's invasion in 1956 and the subsequent fighting
in the Oriente hills, as well as the subversion carried
out in Havana by the Student Directorate, changed Roa's
mind with regard to his own clandestine activities. He
joined the Civic Resistance Movement, formed by prominent
professionals and university professors whose mission
consisted of securing material aid and refuge for the
rebels, regardless of group or denomination. The news of
Batista's downfall on the last day of December 1958 was

received by the professor of history of social doctrines

with joy, and yet concern.

Castro's Victory

Ambassadorship to the OAS. It was difficult for

Raul Roa, as it was for everyone, to assess what

Fidel Castro's victory meant in terms of Cuba's future.

46See Casuso, p. 115, where the author states: ''Only
two members of the Cuban delegation interested him [Castrolj
Mario Llerena, a revolutionary collaborator whom he already
knew, and Raul Roa, whom he wished to meet. But Raul was
not interested in meeting Fidel. Because of Fidel's associ-
ation with the student gangs while still at the university,
Raul's impression was of a young political hoodlum who would
not pursue the revolution's true goals. Fidel sat in my
house for most of one night waiting to go to Roa's hotel
on the eve of Raul's departure, while I kept calling Raul,
only to be put off with excuses again and again."



-51-

Roa knew for certain that there was no definite July 26
program. While Castro had been in the hills, his @ovement
had attracted men of the most diverse and at times- con-
flicting extractions. Mario Llerena, Castro's international
representative, was an ordained Protestant minister and

an acknowledged libertarian. On the other hand,

Ernesto Guevara, his leading tactician in the hills, was

an atheist and avowed Marxist. Roa knew that the kind of
literature Castro read while in the Sierra was mostly of

the cloak-and-dagger type, anarchistic if anything, such

as Curzio Malaparte's The Skin and The Technique of the

Coup d'Etat. It had become clear in the last months of

the struggle against Batista that the Sierra Maestra was
the Castro version of the Ganges River. Mere physical
presence in the Sierra served as a purification of previous
"sins." Jose Pardo Llada, a popular radio commentator who
had shown hostility to Castro's movement, was allowed to
expiate his sins by doing '"penance' in the hills. Similarly,
noted members of the Communist Party who had characterized
Castro's attempt against the Moncada garrison in 1953 as

a "neo-fascist, putschist'" maneuver were also put through
the Castro treatment of heroism and beard-growing. Among
those of Roa's friends who had been in the hills and could
bear witness to Castro's authoritarianism was Javier Pazos,
son of Felipe Pazos, the famous economist and founder of
Cuba's central bank during Prio's government. Javier had
been one of the first of Castro's prisoners, when as a
rebel in the Sierra Maestra he had dared to express criti-
cism of Castro's haphazard planning. As related by Javier,
Castro would give him a casual order in the morning, such

as "Why don't you prepare a draft of a law ... on rural
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electrification?" Another young colleague would receive
a similar request on another agrarian problem. Thé code
of military justice, which could have served as aniearly
indicator of future legality, was literally copied from
the one used by the independence fighters against Spain
at the end of the nineteenth century.

The first appointments to the provisional or interim
civilian government were also no indication of political
direction. The President, Manuel Urrutia, was a simple-
minded judge of appeals who had supported Castro in the
trial on the attack of the Moncada garrison. That Urrutia's
character was unknown, even to Castro himself, was proved
by later events. Those who were appointed to the first
Cabinet while in exile also gave little indication about
the future. Mird Cardona, the first Premier, a criminal
law professor at the University of Ha&ana and a former
president of the Havana Bar Association, was a Catholic
and a conservative politician. Roberto Agramonte, the
Foreign Affairs Minister, was an aloof professor of soci-
ology who had been the presidential candidate of the ortho-
dox party and who would Have won the presidency in 1952
had it not been for Batista's coup. He, too, was conserva-
tive by Cuban standards. The economists in the Cabinet,
from Felipe Pazos, assigned to the national bank, to
Lopez Fresquet, assigned to the treasury, were only slightly
left of center.

The ambassadorhip to the United States, undoubtedly
an indicator of foreign policy, had been given to
Ernesto Dihigo, a distinguished Roman law professor at the
University of Havana and a lawyer for some of the largest

corporate groups in Cuba. Roa was offered the ambassadorship
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to the Organization of American States. He quickly expressed
his acceptance; he rationalized that if this decision proved
wrong, he could justify it as a patriotic impulse to assist
the launching of an undefined venture. -

After his many unsuccessful attempts to land in Cuba
and start his own anti-Batista campaign, Sanchez Arango,
by now physically crippled, was ignored in the distribution
of significant posts in the Castro government. Roa would
have been only too happy to go to Sanchez Arango for advice
in those early moments. But Aureliano had not landed the
expedition until the day Castro's victory was assured.

At the time that Castro's image was being praised by
the United States as well as by the Soviet press, Roa was
located in Washington as ambassador to the OAS. Mrs. Roa
was part of the Washington cocktail circuit and, for the
first time in his life, Roa had a butler. Tﬁe family joke
in those days was to speculate on the astonishment of the
butler had he seen the pitifully old clothes that Roa had
worn only six months before.

The OAS position also seemed ideal for family reasons.
Roa's son Raulite, who had majored in "advertising" at
Columbia University, decided to marry an American classmate
and settle in New York. Perhaps they could all live near
each other in quiet splendor, at least for the next few
years.

As soon as the mass executions started in Cuba in
1959 and Castro gave visible signs of a rapprochement with
~ the Soviet Union, Roa's ambassadorial position began to
prove more demanding than he had expected. Suddenly, there
were numerous requests for press conferences and special

OAS meetings. Finally, in July 1959 a plenary meeting of



-54-

the Foreign Affairs ministers of the Americas was convoked

in Santiago de Chile. )
Underlying this meeting was the U.S. desire té warn
Castro's Cuba that it was going too far in exporting its
revolution and in importing ideas inconsistent with the
inter-American system. Cuba was, in Castro's words, 'going
to be placed in the chair of the accused," and Castro needed
someone more forceful than the soft-spoken Foreign Affairs
Minister Agramonte to answer and reverse the accusationms.
Agramonte had already fallen into disgrace for rejecting
some of Raul Castro's appointees to the Ministry. Therefore,
it was not a question of whether Agramonte would be replaced,

but of who was going to occupy his position.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Whoever among Castro's closest aides was responsible
for suggesting Raul Roa's name evidenced political acumen.
If Roa accepted, it would give Castro's Cuba a spokesman
who was influential with two key countries in the Santiago
de Chile meeting--Mexico .and Venezuela. Roa was a close
friend of Benito Coquet, Mexico's Ambassador to Cuba, and
had many friends among highly placed government officials
in Mexico. He was liked and respected by Venezuela's
Romulo Gallegos and Romulo Betancourt. He had been offi-
cially invited to attend Betancourt's inauguration and had
been a guest of the Venezuelan government at Gallegos'
inauguration in 1948 a few months prior to the
Perez Jimenez-Delgado Chalbaud coup. After this coup,

Roa interviewed Gallegos and Betancourt for Havana's
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Bohemia magazine.47 He echoed their protest against
Venezuelan militarism in a subsequent series of articles
and was instrumental in helping the exile cause with the
Prio government. The Venezuelans would be eager to show
their gratitude to Roa and his present cause.

Roa's acceptance of the ministerial position also
implied absolution of his anti-Fidel past. It would make
him a vulnerable subordinate, as he would be in no position
after replacing Agramonte and openly attacking U.S.
policies to criticize Castroism. Marked as an anti-Yankee
spokesman, Roa's chances of joining any of the exile
groups would be considerably diminished, and having gone
on record as an anti-Communist in the immediate past, he
certainly would not be fully trusted by the Communists if
they were to engage in a power play against Castro.

Roa was forced to make a quick decision, and he proved
willing to gamble his lot. The OAS Foreign Ministers'
meeting marked the beginning of his ministerial career and

the end of his right to '"speak freely and without hypocrisy.

The Santiago de Chile Meeting. The delegates and

their staffs were housed at Santiago's Carrera Hotel, where
this writer was also staying as a guest of the University
of Chile. From his entourage, it appeared that Roa had
moved part of the faculty and staff of the School of Social
Sciences of the University of Havana to the Foreign Affairs
Ministry. Close by, always within speaking distance, was
Luis de la Cuesta, an ex-student of Roa's who, as President

of the Student Association at the Social Sciences School,

47See Roa's interviews in Bohemia, December 12, 1948,

‘and February 13, 1949, transcribed in Quince Afios, pp. 248,
273.
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had enlisted the support of Roa and several other intel-
lectuals in the revolutionary struggle against Batista.
Side by side with de la Cuesta was another studentleader,
Marcelo Fernandez, from the School of Architectural
Engineering. As the national coordinator of the July 26
movement, Fernandez had been active in underground work.48
Both men, especially de la Cuesta, were close friends of
the Roa family. They were responsible for preparing the
position papers and speeches of the Cuban delegation.
This was rather surprising, as neither one had diplomatic
experience or was acquainted with the procedural rules of
the meeting. They were seen frantically writing and re-
writing the speeches and press releases, which Roa would
pass on to Professor Garcia Amador, a noted authority on
public international law, who was supposed to correct style
and legal propfiety. Frequently, no speech or position
paper was available when needed, and a good deal of Roa's
participation in the sessions was sheer improvisation.
Another group in Roa's entourage consisted of alleged
members of the Cuban press corps. They had access to all
the rooms occupied by the delegation except the Minister's
alcove. Unlike their colleagues in other delegations,
these '"journalists" were silent, apparently uninterested
in gathering news other than what was occurring in the

Cuban headquarters.

-

8Luis de la Cuesta is now in exile in the United States,
teaching Latin in a high school in Philadelphia. His posts
in the Castro government were Director of Publications at

the Ministry of Information and subsequently Special Assis-
tant to the Foreign Affairs Minister and Chargé d'Affaires

in Spain. Marcelo Fernandez chose to remain in Cuba and

is now the Minister of International Trade.



~-57-

Roa was beginning to acquire a double face, one for
the "journalists" and one for his friends. He was “jovial,
extroverted, and gleaming while embracing colleagués such
as the Venezuelan Foreign Minister Arcay, with whom he
discovered some common ancestry, or the Brazilian
Horacio Lafer, whose Spanish accent he mimicked.

The morning before the formal opening of the sessions,
Roa, his son Raulito, and several Latin American delegates
visited the best tailor in Santiago, the tailor who in
Raulito's words "cut the suits for the American Ambassador."
At lunch young Raulito spoke to the Chilean branch of the
Congress for the Freedom of Culture, an anti-Communist
association, and expressed the view that Castroism had
"stolen away the social message from Communism." During
an afternoon cocktail party, his father confided to some
Latin American delegates that Castro's message was truly
that of '"bread and freedom'" and that, as Fidel had once
aptly put it, the color of the revolution was not red but
olive green (the color of the uniform of the bearded Reds).
Knowing that Roa had very recently had a brief interview
with the U.S. Secretary of State, a colleague asked him
what he thought of Christian Herter. Roa's answer was
favorable and indicated a certain degree of understanding

for his U.S. counterpart. '"Tiene mucha correa,' he said.

The literal meaning of the phrase is that Herter has a good
deal of '"belt'; colloquially, this means that Herter is a
strong-willed but, at the same time, a very flexible man--
a clever fisherman who gives rope but knows when to retrieve
his fish.

Roa's jovial face would change as soon as he entered

the delegation headquarters. There he looked somber, deeply
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worried, and all he would have to say to those around him,

known and unknown, was the noncommittal 'Vamos a ver que

sale de todo esto" ('"Let us see what comes out of all
this"). B

What was planned as a meeting to appraise and possibly

influence Cuba's policies in the end turned out to be a
verbal contest between the Dominican Republican delegate
Herrera, representing the Trujillo regime, and Roa, occa-
sionally aided by Venezuela's Arcay. In one of the final
sessions, the insults exchanged by Roa and Herrera reached
the level of obscenity. Normally, Roa would have emerged
the victor in such a duel; over a period of years he had
developed a skillful style of political polemics that bor-
dered on the obscene without quite being so. On this occa-
sion, however, the Dominican delegate touched a most sen-
sitive spot in Roa's self-esteem. Roa had asked sarcas-
tically: ''How could a salaried reptile try to impose norms
of decency on freedom-loving nations?'" Herrera replied,
"The Cuban delegate is now in his environment, like the
squid, only that in his case the ink is not black, it is
red." At this point Roa'became disturbed beyond control
and proceeded to insult Herrera's ancestry, especially on
the maternal side. To a Latin American, Roa's words amounted
to a slap in the face--inevitably followed by a street brawl.
The two contestants were prevented by their colleagues from
slugging it out in the hotel hall, as Roa insistently de-
manded. And viewing it all, Christian Herter looked be-
wildered and frustrated.

In Cuba, Roa's performance was played up by the press
as a triumph against U.S. imperialism and on his return he

was given his first hero's welcome.
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To Be or Not To Be. Roa's return to Cuba gave him

an opportunity to place more of his old associatesfand
friends in the Ministry, to reassess the directioniof the
Castro government, and to take stock of himself. It was
done in that order.

He offered positions to friends and acquaintances
without regard to their competence on international rela-
tions; obviously, he did not want to be alone. Some of
his friends accepted the offers, others refused, and some
were vetoed -by the Castro brothers or by officers of the
rebel army. When Sanchez Arango's daughter was approved
as Personnel Director of his Ministry, Roa was at first
relieved, because he hoped that her presence might elimi-
nate the increasing estrangement between her father and
the Castro government. He soon learned, however, that
Lela Sanchez Arango faithfully attended Communist Party
indoctrination sessions and had openly asserted that she
would not hesitate to denounce her father if he engaged in
counterrevolutionary activities.
| In further assessing the direction of Castroism, Roa
found that the events in.1960 were much clearer indicators
of future policy than what had happened in 1959. The
Communist Party was every day more in sight. Its January
1959 slogan had been, "Unity of the revolutionary forces';
whoever opposed Communist cooperation was guilty of under-
mining ''the united front of the revolution." In January
1960 the slogan became bolder: 'Whoever opposes the Com-
munist Party is counterrevolutionary.'" Gone was President
Urrutia, forced to resign under Castro's pressure. On
their way to exile were Miro Cardona, the Prime Minister;

Felipe Pazos, President of the National Bank;
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Rufo Lopez Fresquet, Minister of the Treasury; Manuel Ray,
Minister of Public Works; and about to join them w%s a host
of moderate or slightly left of center but anti-Coémunist
lower echelon officials. Ernesto Dihigo, Ambassador to
Washington, had resigned, and though he remained in Cuba

he did not hide his dislike for Castro's 'pact' with the
Communist Internationale. '

Roa witnessed two instances in which his former foreign
friends were attacked by Castro for their "humanistic'" anti-
Communism. One was Julian Gorkin, editor of the Paris-
published Cuadernos, and the other was Venezuela's
Romulo Betancourt. The day was not far off when Roa would
be asked to do the attacking himself. Would he do it?

He must have gone through agonizing self-appraisal: How
could he deny what he had been, renege on friends, and
oppose an idol like Sanchez Arango, still true to his old
image? Only a few years earlier Roa had published an open
letter to Sanchez Arango, then Minister of Education that
stated: '"Wherever you go, whatever you do, I will be side
by side with you."49 Was not the situation intolerable
that pitted daughter against father, friend against friend,
brother against brother? Had Roa been a confirmed Communist,
his misgivings would have eventually subsided. But as he
was not one, what was it that made him procrastinate, sign-
ing "treaties of friendship and cooperation' and parroting
the voice of the master? After thirty-five years of public
life, Roa was finally faced with the inescapable question,

who is Raul Roa and what is his message?

49R.oa, "Carta Abierta a Aureliano Sanchez Arango,"
in Viento Sur, p. 126.
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Was he a social scientist as indicated by his choice
of a professorial career? Definitely not. Surelyfhe could
have'earned his living as a lecturer on the histor} of
social doctrines, but the routine of lectures and examina-
tions had become unpleasant to him in the last few years.

What he told his students in the preface to his text-
book also applied to himself: '"on to more vigorous ventures,
search for wider horizons.' Were these ventures and horizons
those of a politician and statesman? Not quite. Roa had
never been capable of formulating his own policies; as a
student and as a government official, he had accepted
Sanchez Arango's views as the ultimate truth. Was he then
a man of revolutionary action, a high-level executor of
radical views? Revolutionary feats, though glorious in
1930, proved disillusioning by the time Roa's generation
attained power. His 1952 writings evidenced a willingness
to treat the days of revolutionary action as a beautiful
era, but a closed one. As he had grown older, weaker, and
more susceptible to real and imaginary diseases, he was
certain that his conspiratorial days were over. In fact,
during the days of the Batista repression, Roa was seen
retreating in search of a sanctuary, usually his university
office.

Could it be that he was gradually evolving into a
tropical Marxist-Leninist ideologist? Certainly this was
not the case either. 1In the thirties he was identified with
Edgar Bernstein's German Marxist revisionism; in the forties
he was very close to English Fabianism; and in the fifties -
he embraced Jacques Maritain's Christian democracy. During
the latter period most of his lectures, speeches, and articles

centered on the trilogy of "culture, justice, and freedom."
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Obviously, the trend was away from and not closer to

Marxism-Leninism.So If only he had the courage ofj

Benedetto Croce,51 who stoically withstood Mussolini's
totalitarianism, or the fortitude of Socrates, who not only
refused the offers for a reconciliation with the existing
order, but later rejected the suggestion of bribing his
jailers to obtain freedom. Yet Croce and Socrates had a
message to convey by their example. What was his? The
sacrifice of a position such as his, at the risk of life
and limb, could only be inspired by the firm conviction
that to take no action would result in a greater loss.

But what was he losing?--the esteem of his friends, perhaps

nothing more.

50Theodore Draper is one of the few U.S. observers
who has correctly evaluated Roa's relationship to Communism:
"How much more complex Cuban politics can be than Weyl
appears to make it may be gathered from his reference to
Raul Roa. Weyl writes that one of the Cuban Communist
Party's 'charter members and early leaders was Raul Roa,
whom Fidel Castro would later appoint Foreign Minister of
Cuba.' That is all. From this a reader might suppose that
Roa was just another Communist functionary in Castro's
entourage. But Roa has had a rather more varied political
career. He wrote an article in Mexico in 1956 denouncing
'the crimes, disasters and outrages perpetrated by the
Soviet invaders' in Hungary. This article, together with
other uncomplimentary references to Communism, were reprinted
in his book, En Pié, issued by an official publishing house
in Cuba in October 1959. The Communist leader, Blas Roca,
in the official Communist organ, Hoy, of March 11, 1959,
denounced Roa as a plattista--the historical equivalent of
an 'agent of American imperialism.' Yet Roa has become a
servile spokesman of the Communism and Soviet Union which
he had many times condemned. He has never, however, com-
pletely won the trust of the Communists, one of whom has
been put in as his Under Secretary.'" (The New Leader,
March 27, 1961, Sec. 2, p. 19.)

51Roa, "El Mensaje de Benedetto Croce,'" in Viento Sur,
p. 80.
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Roa had spent most of his life sharpshooting at dic-
tators, but had he not returned to Cuba under Batigta's
rule? Had he not accepted the OAS appointment witﬁ the
secret wish that, dictatorship or not, he could continue
there for a few years?

The day Roa accepted his appointment to the OAS,

Mrs. Roa verbalized his innermost thought: "What a pity!"
she said, "Raul was beginning to find himself and say what
he wanted to say precisely the way he wanted."

That Roa was vitally concerned with form of expression,
words, and style, rather than with content, is evident.

The message was felt; what was lacking was its embodiment.
Since the beginning of Batista's dictatorship, it is sig-
nificant that Roa had stopped reading political materials
and had gone back to poetry--the’dark poetry of Herman Hesse's

Stepenwolff, Kafka's Wall, Thomas Mann's Magic Mountain.

It would not have suprised his close friends if he had pro-
duced Cuba's finest introspective novel, a tragicomedy as
lyrically somber as Mahler's symphonies and as sprinkled
with grotesque and brutal passages as Bartok's Miraculous
Mandarin. To .produce such a novel, Roa would have needed
only a few more years of poverty and obscurity under Batista's
dictatorship, with its ''chameleons,'" its 'thorny meringues,"
and its "tricolor parties."

That this was the atmosphere in which Roa's poetic
gift thrived is suggested in the introduction to a collec-
tion of essays and articles published in 1953 under the

suggestive title of Viento Sur (South Wind): "After a

wind ... a8 wind ... a wind ... and in this wind my howl.”52

52Viento Sur, p. 7.
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This was a south wind that covered the world, especially
his world: "It is a sterile, exasperating, dirty wind ...
it does not bring roots, seeds, or flowers. It brings
only dry leaves, fetid smells, meaningless papers ... ab-

n33 Roa's conception of the evil wind was

ject passions.
not necessarily restricted to spiritual life in Batista's
Cuba. His intuition as an artist was far superior to his
foresight as a professor of history of social doctrines.
The "south wind" also prophesied the senseless years of
blood and rapine, during which Castro's megalomania would
turn the island into a circus.
Roa became the professorial juggler in the circus.
His decision to stay stemmed from his inability to decide
to leave. The summer of 1960 was the turning point. During
a trip to the United Nations, he visited his Mexican friend
Andres Iduarte at Columbia University. 'What is the matter
“with you, Raul?" asked Iduarte. '"Can't you see that the more
time passes the more difficult it will be for you to leave
Cuba?" Roa answered: ''I have been thinking about leaving,
but where would I go, what would I do? ... I have to think
about my family. It is not an easy decision to make."
Several days later in the United Nations building,
Roa told members of the Cuban delegation that the manager
of Bohemia magazine (an exile publication) had transmitted
to him an offer of $40,000, plus a monthly stipend of
$2,000, for the members of the delegation choosing to remain
in the United States. He said it was intimated that the

United States would finance the bribe.54 Whether the offer

53
54

Ibid.
Casuso, pp. 230-233.
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had actually been made or whether it was a product of Roa's
vivid imagination is not as important as his decisfon to
publicize the affair. By doing so, he deepened hié com-
mitment to Castro. If he had remained in the United States
after that, there would have been the ugly implication that
the offer had been accepted, perhaps for an additional sum.
Also, by involving the Bohemia management he had burned his
last bridge with the exile world. Bohemia's owner,

Miguel Angel Quevedo, was an old friend who had helped Roa
financially in the past.

It was in the same Bohemia magazine that Roa had
written his final evaluation of an old intellectual idol,
Ortega y Gasset, on the occasion of Ortega's death. Roa
applied Pindarus' maxim to Ortega's life: “A true life is
one in which one dares to be what one is.' Because Ortega
had spent the last few years of his life in Franco's Spain,
Roa concluded: 'Ortega dared, he wanted to be ... but he

could not."
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III. RENE ANILLO

Rene Anillo is thirty-two years old, a lawyerjby
training and now Secretary for organizing the Communist
Party (formerly the PURS) in the province of Las Villas,
Cuba. The political Commissariat in Las Villas is one of
the most important positions at the subministerial level
of administration in Castro's Cuba. Almost every commodity
and staple produced in Cuba can be found in Las Villas,
including sugar, tobacco, rice, and vegetables, as well as
fruits. It is also a center of fisheries, especially sea-
food. It has mineral wealth and offers considerable attrac-
tion to national and international tourism for its natural
beauty and historical sites.

The portrait to be presented of the man appointed to
the Commissariat, his background, his goals, and his gene-
ration, is intended to provide the reader with a fairly
representative example of the class of technocrats that has
emerged in Cuba after six years of Castroism. Most of the
information on Anillo is based on the author's acquaintance
with him as a classmate ét the University of Havana Law

School from 1951 to 1956.

THE UNIVERSITY OF HAVANA IN 1951

A student at the University of Havana in 1951 would
preserve an indelible impression of that bizarre and wvital
microcosm. The hill on which the university has been housed
since the beginning of the century had become a lively
complex of stately, Greek-inspired architecture. There

were several entrances to the university, and each faced



-68-

different walks of life. The main entrance on the east
has a magnificent escalinata of approximately a huédred
steps, bordered by the schools of business adminisfration,
pharmacy, physics, and mathematics. Almost at the top of
the escalinata was a sensuously carved Alma Mater. Below,
the escalinata merged into the busy street of San Lazaro,
crowded with small shops, restaurants, cafes, apartment
buildings of low middle-class habaneros, student pensions,
and roominghouses. Diagonélly to San Lazaro Street was
"L" Street, with fancy apartment and professional buildings,
an expensive movie theater and, more importantly, the vast
and most influential radio and television center of the
island. From the north entrance of the campus, one could
see the ever blue ocean, as well as the Vedado district,
which housed the Cuban aristocracy of the 1930's. The west
entrance led to the University Medical School hospital, a
place for the poor and destitute, where patients' beds
frequently lined the halls and offered a picture of pain
and squalor amid the white uniforms of the doctors, stu-
dents, and nurses. The south entrance overlooked the
university stadium, perennially green, and below it to the
left the bustling new city stretching to the airport--
government offices, bus terminals, monuments, suburban
developments. To the right and up on a hill stood the
Principe Prison, the habitual abode of Havana's common
criminals as well as its '"political' prisoners, who con-
sisted in large part of students.

It was in 1951, the last year of Prio's government,
that Anillo entered the University of Havana Law School.

The climb of the escalinata must have been a joyful and
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awesome moment for the young man who came from the western-
most province of the island, Pinar del Rio. Entering the
university was particularly significant to Anillo.i Having
lost his father, he had assumed the responsibility of
caring for his elderly mother, who had been willing to
invest the remains of a meager family estate in the edu-
cation of her son. She, too, had come from the province
and had rented an apartment near the university.

The central square of the campus was located beyond
the Doric columns of the Rectorate building and consisted
of a carefully kept garden surrounded by benches and
crisscrossed by rough, terrazzo-like walkways. Four
buildings, separated only by narrow, one-way streets,
enclosed the garden in quadrangular fashion: the Law
School, the general library adjoining the Education build-
ing, and the Natural Sciences and Rectorate buildings.

The inner square was called Plaza Cadenas.

The university campus afforded a human spectacle
that must have been impressive to the young man from the
province. During the morning hours, thousands of students,
on their way to'classes,.converged on the Plaza Cadenas
for a pleasant chat, a political debate, or a baseball
discussion. 1In 1951 the university had more than twenty
thousand students, many of whom attended the schools around
the square.

The variety of students--rich and poor, well-dressed
and sloppy, serious and libertine, chaste and immoral--
ranged from devout Catholics to atheists and from scien-
tists to politicians (which included both ''statesmen'' and

""gangsters'). There seemed to be room for everyone. The
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wealthy paraded their riches with expensive clothes,
jewelry, and automobiles. The devout Catholics lo}tered
near the Catholic Action Centers, the girl-chasersi
around the schools of Education and Philosophy and
Letters, and the statesmen and politicians in Cadenas
Square.

Rene Anillo knew who he was and what he wanted. He
was a ''statesman,” and he wanted the University of Havana
to provide him with a legal education and with the con-
tacts and experience that would allow him to attain
prominence in national politics. The generation of 1930
might have failed in providing honest and wise leadership
but it signaled the path to political power. Prio, Arango,
and Roa, among many others, had built their political
reputation in and around the university; Grau had been
a university professor; and the orthodox party, about to
win the elections in 1952, had recruited most of its top
leadership from the university faculty and student body
government. The most widely read magazine in the island,
Bohemia, reserved a weekly space for university and stu-
dent leaders. Newspapers, especially those of the oppo-
sition, were always eager to pick up student protests and
magnify grievances. Also, the radio and television center
of the island was only two blocks from the campus. In
brief, a prospective statesman first became a university
leader and next espoused a good cause, intelligently and

loudly.
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Good Causes

Good causes were not easy to find. It was not for
lack of injustices, because those could be found bf-the
thousands. Good causes had a national character, mani-
fested obvious economic implications, required mass action,
and were politically "explosive." The '"bus-burning" inci-
dent, which took place two years before Anillo entered law
school, was a notable example of a good cause. The price
of bus fare had been raised from six to eight cents by the
bus companies, with governmental approval. The alleged
reason was the higher cost of new equipment from the United
States. The students discovered that the bus companies
had merely repainted many of the old buses and charged
eight cents a ride as in the new ones. The repainted bus

was quickly nicknamed by the Cuban people '"la bien pinta"

("the well-painted") after a Spanish flamenco song dedicated
g

to the prostitute '"la bien paga" ("the well-paid"). The

University Student Federation (FEU) soon dramatized the issue
of the repainted buses by initiating bus-burning ceremonies
in the escalinata. A bus.was captured, driven up the hill,
and burned, with the university loudspeakers, radio, and
television blaring the news to the people of Havana. Need-
less to say, the student leaders of this movement were cata-
pulted into national prominence. They were asked to meet

with ministers, bus owners, and union leaders to settle the

"dispute."

Gangsters

For a serious-minded young man, the only drawback to

engaging in university politics in those days was the
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conspicuous presence of campus gangsters. There were sev-
eral types-of these hoodlums. The "neutral" gangster was
simply a salaried gun, who sold his services to thé high-
est bidder. He did not take part in student politics, but
merely did his job, kidnapping potential voters, scaring
others, and engaging occasionally in some ''outside'' action
if well paid by the caudillos of national politics. Another
type of gangster had definite allegiances to major parties
in university politics. Though he engaged in largely the
same activities as the ''meutral" gangster, he took part

in little outside work and had a permanent position in
university life. Finally, there was the gangster politician,
a student who had risen to an important position, president
or vice-president, in his school, solely because of gang-
sterism. This type so much enjoyed his achievement that

he would usually try to find a way to live off the univer-
sity and subsequently limited his gangsterism to protecting
what he had acquired. When Anillo entered the university,
an example of the gangster politician was afforded by the
President of the School of Agronomical Engineering. This
student had moved his wife and children to a university
cottage in the thick of the beautiful botanical gardens of
the Agronomy School, the miniature Cuban version of the
Parisian Bois de Boulogne, where he lived in full comfort,

including such domestic items as a cow and several goats.

Law School Politics

The life of a law student who had come from the provinces
was necessarily concentrated around the university. The
pensions and rooming houses were within walking distance,

and as there was never much extra money to spend in town,
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most of the student's time was spent on campus or in nearby
cafes. Classes were held from eight to twelve in the morn-
ings, and after that time was free. Very few law students
engaged in day-to-day class preparation; the lecture system
of instruction allowed six months of leisure and three
months of preparation for examinations, during which time
there were no classes. Because few of the law students
who lived in the city were inclined to spend time at the
university and its environs, a large proportion of the
Student Federation leadership came from the provinces.
Anillo was not a student to enjoy leisurely existence.

' who would

He did not join the groups of ''city explorers,'
usually wind up their evenings discussing trivial matters

in the living rooms of brothels. He was thin, serious, and
intense-looking. He dressed modestly but neatly, evidencing
unusual inner discipline. His belt and waistline were
rarely seen below his hips, as was the case with most of

the young men, who lived with tropical abandon. Interest-
ingly enough, the popular Cuban expression for acting in

. 3 - ’
an orderly and decisive way was "'ponerse el cinturon'" (''to
y y

wear the belt"). Anillo always gave the impression of hav-
ing his belt on.

University politics were run by an elite of campus
politicians, and Anillo sensed that despite the large num-
ber of student body officers the key to political success
lay in becoming part of the elite. This could be accom-
plished by befriending members of the elite or by attaining
prominence in one's school and then being asked to-join
"the group." To be on the safe side, Anillo tried both
methods. As early as his freshman year in the Law School,

he ran for the position of 'delegate' in one of the courses.
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Each course, regardless of level or school, elected its
delegate, whose function it was to supply the studéhts with
academic information otherwise unavailable throughiregular
university channels; for example, what part of the text-
book or lectures would be relevant for examination purposes.
The delegate was supposed to intercede with the professor
to prevent him from assigning excessive reading material.
Delegates published "canned' versions of the courses, im-
portant examination questions, and useful tips. On the
political side, delegates elected the presidents of the
schools, who in turn elected the president of the student
body government.

Not all candidates for the position of delegate had
political aims. The closeness between the delegate and the
professor afforded the student an excellent opportunity to
obtain better marks by becoming familiar with the subject
matter and with the '"pertinent questions.'" Students with
the highest marks at the end of their five-year studies
were entitled to well-paid and potentially lucrative posi-
tions as district attorneys. Anillo appraised the situation

and rather than oppose the '"filomaticos' who merely wanted

high marks, he maintained cordial relations with them, sup-
porting them in exchange for their support. He also learned
an important lesson of electoral strategy when he witnessed
the election of an attractive, but not particularly bright,
woman delegate in a course taught by a senile professor whose
fondness for females was evidenced by the fact that he had
never flunked one in his teaching career. Obviously, the
electoral body had felt that their female delegate could
obtain more concessions from the professor than the vehement

orator who was her opponent.
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Anillo had taken part in high school politics in Pinar
del Rio, where he had become accustomed to speaking in
public. University politics, however, demanded noé only
a well-spoken and dramatic address but also the ability
to deliver an impromptu speech and to respond quickly in
polemics. This required a certain training, which, odd
as it may seem, was offered by a professor of mathematics,
Dr. Fiterre, in an evening extension course. He called
the class "human engineering,'" and although he was not
paid for his time, the professor took the course as seri-
ously as he did mathematics. He regarded his efforts in
"human engineering" as a contribution to building the kind
of men and women idealized in Ingenieros' El Hombre Mediocre
(page 30).

Anillo attended the first group of sessions and acquired

not only skill in debating but, more importantly, the con-
tact with a representative cross-section of the entire
student body gave him a broader vision of his university.
It was apparent that the hill housed a conglomeration of
the sacred and the profane. On one side there were men
and women who were idealiétically motivated, ready to
sacrifice their time and money to be of service to the
nation by their devotion to learning and culture. Though
some of their efforts were misguided or disorganized, they

struggled ahead in spite of economic hardships and ridicule.

On the other side were the practitioners of homo homini
lupus--every man for himself. These included students
who could not wait "to get it over with,'" as well as the
professors they emulated. The latter regarded their chairs
as springboards for the money and power that the prestige

of their professorial positions promised them outside the
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university. They were willing participants in an educa-
tional farce that canonized the ill-prepared lecture and

ignored research. -

Compromise

Anillo had been brought up to be decent and honorable;
very few times in his adult life had he found it necessary
to compromise his moral principles. But now that he wanted
to be elected delegate, and indeed if he hoped to achieve
political prominence, compromise was essential. He faced
his first compromise on the problem of distributing propa-
ganda--the 'canned" briefs and course outlines. The cost
of printing a forty- or fifty-page pamphlet for a class
of two hundred students was beyond his means. Occasionally,
a modest amount of money was supplied by the wealthier
members of the electoral party (a party only in the sense
that it supported a slate of candidates). Pamphlet print-
ing, however, was a major expense. In the past, Anillo
learned, candidates had defrayed such costs through the
"generosity'" of a notorious gentleman who ostensibly made
his living by tutoring the medical students in anatomy (the
most difficult subject in their freshman year). The tutor
also engaged in the business of printing pirated editions of
French and U.S. textbooks, which he sold at exorbitant
prices. He therefore wished to maintain ''cordial' relations
with student leaders. Acceptance of his gift amounted to
signing a nonaggression pact. Like dozens of others before
and after him, Anillo accepted.

Undoubtedly, when he entered the university, Anillo
was determined to study hard to be of service to his nation.

He knew that his country needed honest and able administrators.
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A soldier of Cuba's independence army had once expressed
Anillo's creed--that against foreign meddling theré was
only one answer, that of internal virtue. Yet, atithe end
 of his first year of law school he had learned that if he
: was going to succeed in student and national politics he
had to render tangible benefits to his electorate, and
that in producing these benefits moral principles were

frequently compromised.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST BATISTA

The University Student Federation was the first and
only political body to react against the military coup of
March 10, 1952. Once the news of Batista's coup was
known, the student leaders met with Prio in the presi-
dential palace and offered him their full support in op-
posing the military. Prio chose not to fight, alleging
that the military was in complete control of the island,
thus making resistance impossible.

While Prio, his ministers, and his close associates
were being deported, the university opened its doors to
the future rebels. Workers, artists, and intellectuals
converged on the university to support whatever action
would be undertaken by the students. Again, as in 1930,
it fell upon the University of Havana to harbor and
spearhead the struggle against a dictator.

The mood of Cadenas Square was grave and pregnant
with conspiracy, danger, and death. Rafael Garcia
Barcenas, a poet turned conspirator overnight, recruited
a group of students who met periodically in obscure lec-

ture halls or nearby apartment buildings. His poetic
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password, long and revealing, was ''Never is the night
darker than when it is approaching dawn.'" Barcenas had
no specific program other than reenacting the 1940 Consti-
tution. His plan of action was to attack one of the main
entrances to the same military camp that had given Batista
the central command of the Army and Air Force. But
Barcenas' student company, lacking in training and equip-
ment, never reached the garrison. They were captured by
the police in a suburban apartment building, where their
noisy preparations had apparently disturbed a neighbor,
who had called the police and filed a routine nuisance
complaint. The poet and his men were brutally beaten and
jailed. Their unsuccessful defense lawyer was Armando
Hart, at that time just out of law school but destined to
be Castro's Minister of Education for five years.

Police repression separated the men from the boys in
university student leadership. No longer was there a

re

place for "filomaticos," those concerned with books, or

for gangsters interested in caudillo money. Many of the
"old" gangsters were quickly put on Batista's payroll as

informers or storm troopers.1 The time had come for a

1The informers were drawn from those elements in the
university previously described as neutral gangsters and
gangster politicians. They merged with the large number
of "chivatos™ (the popular term for informer derived from
the noun 'chiva,'" she goat) who reported revolutionary
activities to Batista's SIM (military intelligence ser-
vice). Their salary was double or triple the usual
"treinta y tres treinta y tres'" ($33.33) paid monthly to
regular informers. It is revealing that after a brief
period in jail, upon Castro's victory, the neutral gang-
sters and gangster politicians of the past became informers
in counterrevolutionary activities against Castro. In
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revolutionary student leadership, whose strength would be
derived from ideals of freedom defined in no other terms
than Mart{'s right to think and speak without hypoc;isy.

' The school of architecture had just elected J. A. Echeverria
: its president. This healthy-looking youngster (his nick-
name was "'Applecheeks') had shown enormous courage in de-
feating some gangster-supported foes. The new elite of
student leadership rapidly congregated around Echeverria,

and Rene Anillo became prominent among them.

The Natural Leaders

The question of what made men like Anillo instinctively
seek Echeverria's friendship and become part of his group,
and what made students follow the leadership of the
Echeverria group, can be answered by defining the "natural”
student leader as distinguished from the ordinary leader.

Let us assume that a group of students are engaged
at a given moment in horseplay at the expense of a colleague.
Such brutality cannot be stopped by an outsider other than
a natural leader. He is the only one able to protect the
victim and dissolve the gathering without further incident.
Most bystanders will not attempt to interfere with the
horseplay for fear of becoming the new bait. Certainly
the horseplayers themselves have their own brand of leader-
ship, which instigated and directed the action. For a

nongroup member, who is neither gangster nor feared

the main, the gangster's center of operations shifted from
the university to such places as the baseball stadium,
beaches, dancehalls, and other centers where large crowds
gathered.
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politician, to intervene requires courage and at the same
time the conviction of acting in the name of justice. If
he succeeds, he will become--albeit momentarily--tﬁe group's
conscience keeper. Thus, courage alone is insufficient to
qualify one as a natural leader. In addition, he needs a
keen sense of justice and an effective way of enforcing it.
An additional feature of the natural student leader

is his ability to attract intellectual as well as action-
oriented students. Both types feel protected. In the
natural leader, the intellectual finds a shield against

the incomprehension of the majority of his colleagues who
may laugh him off as a filomatico; the activist seeks and
obtains in the leader's articulation of the common cause
justification for wviolent behavior.

‘ Among the members of the Student Directorate, Echeverria
and Anillo revealed these qualities before they were elected

to the presidencies of the schools of architecture and law.

Student Battles

Until February 1953 there were student leaders who
secretly nurtured the hope that Batista would engage in
needed reforms, pacify the country, as he had promised,
and within a reasonable period of time call for general
elections. The death of Ruben Batista in February 1953
marked the point of no return in the students' struggle.
They ceased to listen to the faculty members who counseled
moderation. The students claimed, and history proved them
right, that Batista would be defeated only by violent

means.
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On countless occasions, meetings were held in Cadenas
Square to protest government measures. The orators would
call for a demonstration, and seconds later a huméh mass
would descend the escalinata and inundate San Lazaro
Street, boldly shouting antigovernment slogans. Succes-
sive encounters with the police and the fire patrols would
thin the mass until the group was reduced to Echeverria
and a few presidents of schools, Anillo among them. Who-
ever saw those demonstrations could not help admiring the
courage of those few who always held out to the end. It
was an uneven battle against a police force that had be-
come irrationally brutal. The memory of Machado's henchmen
being hunted in Havana's streets twenty years ealier loomed
large with Batista's policemen. They knew that those whom
they were beating might be their hunters years, months,
or perhaps only days later.

After one of these demonstrations, Fidel Castro be-
came a regular visitor to the university, from which he
had graduated barely three years earlier. He openly
advocated Batista's violent overthrow, but insisted that
it not be started in Havéna, as that city was too exposed.
His plan was to attack a military garrison in Oriente,
the easternmost province, where he claimed to have con-
tacts who would surrender the garrison when the fighting
broke out. He convinced a handful of students and workers
but was unable to gain the support of the top student
leadership. One reason for their distrust was Castro's
previous association with student gangs. Another was
his poor planning, obvious from the many widely circulated

and conflicting versions of his plan. 1If he had been
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successful, the FEU certainly would have organized armed
action in Havana; as it was, upon Castro's defeat in 1953,
all the FEU did or could do was to lend its suppori to
the humanitarian mission of a priest in his attempts to
obtain amnesty for those surviving rebels he sought out
in the hills. Castro was among the few survivors. Most
of his followers were dead. Their black-clothed widows
became a pathetic sight in Cadenas Square.

In 1954 Anillo's oratory won a prize in the annual
Latin American competition in Mexico City. The Mexican

newspaper El Universal, faithful to an ancient Spanish

tradition, invited student leaders from Spanish-speaking
countries to participate in outtalking and outshouting
each other on a number of commonplaces. That year's theme
was "The Role of the University in the Fight for Freedom."
Anillo's speech echoed the sounds of street battles and
the agonized cries of dear friends and colleagues he had

already lost or feared he would lose.

Years in Exile

While Castro, set free under a general amnesty, had
begun planning in Mexico City his new expedition, the
Student Directorate was preparing its own action in
Havana. Echeverria's thesis had been to "'strike at the
head.” He had always felt that the best and only way of
getting rid of the tyrant would be a suicide type of
attack on the presidential palace. To this end, they
cooperated with other revolutionary groups supported by
ex-President Prio Socarras. However, their plans were

precipitated by Castro's disastrous landing in Oriente
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and the difficulties he encountered in organizing his
forces in the Sierra Maestra prior to Herbert Matthews'

epoch-making interview in The New York Times.2

In a series of letters directed to Echeverria, Castro
insisted that the attack be made as soon as possible. As
the weeks went by without action, and all seemed ''quiet"
in Havana, Castro's tone changed. His last letter to
Echeverria insidiously suggested that while he was ex-
posing his life in daily combat in the Sierra, the Student
Federation was enjoying a frivolous life in Havana. 1In
another passage, cowardice was intimated. The effect of
Castro's letters on Echeverria and his group was all too
evident on March 13, 1957. Those who had for weeks been
living underground and suffering more severe persecution
in Havana than Castro ever suffered in the hills came out
to be killed. Most of them died in the presidential
palace or in the environs of the university.

Anillo found his way into a Latin American embassy
and from there went to Chile as an exile. He had managed
to obtain his law degree prior to the closing of the uni-
versity in 1956, and it proved useful in Chile, where
he was able to do graduate work and have a radio program
sponsored by a leftist student organization. He lived

modestly with his wife, a quiet young lady he had married

2Herbert Matthews' interview with Fidel Castro ap-
peared in three articles published by The New York Times
on February 24, 25, 26, 1957. The momentous impact of
Matthews' interview in Cuba and throughout the Western
hemisphere was due to the fact that both the Batista
government and the United Press International wire service
had categorically asserted that Castro was dead and his
new revolutionary attempt defeated.
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shortly before his departure from Cuba. Chileans were
hospitable to him, but the terrible days in Havana weighed
heavily on his spirit. Any member of the Student Direc-
torate who had managed to escape and survive had to contend
with painful feelings of guilt. Some men, like Faure
Chomon,3 who had escaped to Miami, could not wait to get
back into action and risk their lives in new and reckless
attempts. Anillo fell into a depression brightened only
by the close presence of his wife and the distant prayers

of his mother.

A CASTRO TECHNOCRAT

Anillo returned to Cuba early in 1959 and witnessed
the first clash between Castro's victorious July 26
movement and the Student Directorate. Faure Chomon, who
had assumed leadership of the Directorate, ordered his
men to occupy an army arsenal in Havana and prepare them-
selves for possible combat. 1In Castro's first victory
speech, the one in which white doves were made to fly
around his hands and head, he asked: '"Arms for what?
What do these young fighters want arms for .... The dic-
tatorship is over; the time when guns ruled in Cuba is
no more." The impending conflict was dissolved by Castro's
promise to allow the Student Directorate direct partici-

pation in the revolutionary government.

3See note 4 below.

4Chomon was subsequently rewarded with an ambassador-
ship to the Soviet Union and with a ministerial position
in Castro's cabinet. 1In 1964 Chomon reopened the case
against Marcos Rodriguez, the young Communist activist
who had helped locate the students involved in the attack
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Most members of the Directorate, as indeed most of
the older politicians represented in the Civic Resistance
Movement (see page 50), could not wait to assume their
new and promising positions in the revolutionary govern-
ment. The higher the pqsition, of course, the better.
Only the shrewdest among them foresaw and took advantage
of the dialectics of revolutionary power play. Anillo's
"statesmanship” told him that the time was ripe only for
the "rompe olas" (''wave-breakers'). Wave-breaker was
Cuban political slang for the man with a prominent position
who had to compete with waves of candidates aspiring to
his job. The wave-breaker's past was subject to insidious
rumor, and every move he made in his present office was
critically scrutinized until he eventually succumbed to
the waves.

One of the saddest examples of this situation in the
early days of the Castro government is provided by the
story of the kindhearted owner of the old Flagler Theater
in Miami. This man had sacrificed almost all he had
acquired in thirty years of work in the United States to
help the Castro revolution. The position of Director of
the Tourist Institute was offered to him as a reward for
service. A precondition, however, was that he give up

his U.S. citizenship. Not two months after the new

on the presidential palace. The Marcos Rodriguez trial
served to warn the "old guard" in the Communist Party
that its past sins would indeed be used incriminatingly
by Castro when he deemed it convenient. This trial
brought about the ouster of several Party members, among
them one of the oldest and most trusted of Grobart's
associates, Joaquin Ordoqui.
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Director of Tourism had taken office, he found himself
accused of all sorts of fraudulent charges. He had to
resign, leave the country, and resume his ancient trade of
cobbler in the United States.

A year went by, and Anillo was still unsettled.
Finally, he accepted a '""technical position'" as legal ad-
viser in the Agrarian Reform Institute (INRA). It was
here that he faced a momentous decision. Revolutionary
legality, it was already apparent, did not derive from
enacted laws but from arbitrary decisions of a few key
men. Anillo's legal training made him especially sensitive
to the type of lawmaking that prevailed in Castro's Cuba,
and more specifically in the INRA. He knew that the text
of the Agrarian Reform law had been inspired by the word-
ing of the Communist Chinese law, and yet not even that
text as enacted was being enforced by the assessment offi-
cials in the Institute. The Agrarian Reform law clearly
stipulated that compensation for exprbpriation would be
made on the basis of declared fiscal value of the land.
This provision had been inserted to take advantage of
past corrupt fiscal practices whereby the declared value
of the land was always very much smaller than its real
value. Yet in many instances INRA officials made assess-
ments on the basis of the assessor's judgment, especially
when the declared value of land approached its real value.

Anillo also noted the sanction of similar law-enforce-
ment practices in other ministries. For example, some of
Batista's Air Force pilots, after having been acquitted
by lawfully constituted "'revolutionary" courts, were being
retried and convicted on the basis of Fidel Castro's or

Raul Castro's request and testimony. Should Anillo let his
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"legalistic' background dictate, or should he go along
with the "revolutionary" concepts of legality? Even more
at stake was his desire to become an active participant

in shaping Cuban institutions under Castroism. These ques-
tions demanded that Anillo take stock of himself, his
values and goals.

During a discussion with a colleague and classmate
who had come to him for advice on how to proceed in handl-
ing the cases of compensation for expropriation under the
Agrarian Reform law, Anillo talked about the revolution
as follows:

Legality had been an issue in the struggle against
Batista. At that time, no self-respecting lawyer or law
student could side with a system endorsing authoritarian
rule. Because Batista's aim had been power for its own
sake and for the sake of money, his government did not
afford the opportunity given by the present regime to do
something for the majority of the Cuban people.

His words, the colleague told him, echoed the Machia-
vellian formula that any means, however unscrupulous, can
justifiably be used to achieve political power.

But was this an issue? Anillo countered. Hadn't
he compromised in the past when he wanted to be a delegate
and President of the Law School? Weren't Lincoln and
Roosevelt, heroes of democracy, masters in the art of
compromise? Hadn't Lincoln said that one should determine
what ought to be done and then find the means to do it,
and didn't Roosevelt almost succeed in ''packing' his
Supreme Court? In France--the cradle of bourgeois legality,
natural rights, freedom of contract, absolute property,

and so on--what did prominent French jurists and law
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professors do when it was clear that de Gaulle was not
going to operate under the ''old" constitution and that
he wanted a "new'" one? Wasn't it drawn exactly as he
wished? Surely the law must be obeyed for it to be law,
and most certainly without legal obedience nothing could
be achieved, but the present afforded a unique opportunity
to make law, a law that emerged from violent social change.
Temporary illegality was a necessary evil; it commanded
a high price of 1life and limb, but sooner or later some
sort of legality would be achieved.

Here the discussion ended, but Anillo still had to

"moral" questions:

answer for himself some obviously
"Do I approve of the violent social change going on about
me?'" '"Do I think that Cuba needs and wants what Castroism,
and I, as part of it, are offering?" '"'Are not my ends and
my means getting confused and becoming the same thing?"
"What Cuba needs,” he must have concluded, "is what
its leaders perceive that it needs. Most people are
followers. I may not be a Communist at heart and even less
a convinced Castroite, but I am a statesman. My states-
manship tells me that since 1959 Cuba has been involved in
an irrevocable process, and my family and I have suffered
and "invested'" enough during the past ten years to make
this our process. I have become sufficiently callous to
work and wait until things are done my way. The only
problem is how." '
Anillo found a solution to his "how'" in the midst of
a burgeoning Castroist technocracy. All that was needed
was an average intelligence, a willingness to assume re-
sponsibility, and discipline and loyalty to the ruling
elite and its dictates. 1In time, he felt, he would become

one of them.
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His political future in Castroist-Communist Cuba
looks bright. On November 19, 1964, the then official
newspaper Hoy carried a photograph of Anillo's arrival in
Havana after a trip to Algeria.5 The editors had captioned
the photograph by wishing success to the new "Secretary
for Party Organization and Discipline" in the province
of Las Villas. More recently, Hoy congratulated the
Las Villas province for several "firsts" in Party organi-
zation, agriculture, fisheries, and industry.6 In contrast
to Roa, Anillo has realized himself; he is now in a posi-

tion to shape his "circumstances.'

5Novem.ber 19, 1964, p. 3. As has been noted, in
October 1965 the newspaper Hoy was dissolved and merged
with Revolucidn into the newspaper Granma. For the poli-
tical implications of this move with respect to Castro's
relations with '"old guard" Communists, see Theodore Draper's
"Fidel Castro's New Phase,' The New Leader, October 25, 1965.

6See, for example, the laudatory reports in the
following Hoy issues: June 24, 1965, p. 5, on the progress
of the plan to strengthen The Cuban Women's Federation in
Las Villas (a translation of this report is available in
Translations on Cuba, No. 296, August 25, 1965, JPRS);
and August 15, 1965, p. 3.
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IV, CONCLUSIONS

The Communist motivation of Fabio Grobart's genera-
tion was deeply influenced by the poverty and anti-Semitism
prevailing in Eastern Europe after the first World War.

Few of the Communist missionaries of that generation remain
active in Latin America. In fact, the continuing anti-
Semitism in the Soviet Union and other Communist East
European countries has produced effective anti-Communist
propagandists among Jews who have escaped Eastern Europe
since the late 1940's.t

At present, Soviet policymakers must weighﬁthe;effect-
iveness of the existing Grobart type of party leadership
against that of the more successful Latin American revolu- -
tionary talent, unattached as this talent may be to the
Communist machine. Cuba's revolution provides a case in
point: It was not the Grobart machinery that brought
" down Batista and "prepared" the country for Communism but
the work of men like Fidel Castro, Jose Antonio Echevarria,
Rene Anillo, and others, who were not only outside the
party but who had been attacked by the party as "fascist,"”

" or "bourgeois." Grobart's present usefulness

"putschist,
to Moscow lies in his familiarity with the Cuban temperament

and his loyalty to the Kremlin. In terms of influencing

1A.bout 1949, Eliezer Ran, an ex-Communist of Polish-
Jewish origin, arrived in Havana. He had been in the Polish
underground against Hitler and was sent to a Soviet con-
centration camp shortly after Warsaw's "liberation' from
the Nazis. Managing to escape the camp, he collected
documentary evidence on anti-Semitism under Communist
rule. He was one of the first to publicize the execution
of leading Jewish intellectuals in Poland and Russia.
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future political developments in Latin America, therefore,
Grobart's generation is not as significant as Roa's or
Anillo's.

Roa's generation of 1930 drew its inspiration from
the Spanish "grupo' of 1898, as did the Argentine generation
of 1918 and the Mexican of 1920. The fact that these
groups are identified by a past date is not an indication
that similar groups are not presently in power or may not
come to power in the near future. As described by
Gustavo Pittaluga, an Italian biologist, in his penetrating
essay on pre-Castro Cuba, the generation of 1930 'was the
product of a spontaneous rebellion against Machado's per-
sonalistic government; it had little doctrinal formation ....
The prevailing tendency was to liberate ... to become ...
to create a Cuban citizenship as soon as possible ....
Their attempt is usually described by sociologists as
'improvisation.'”2 Underlying the struggle of the genera-
tion of 1930 lay a humanistic preoccupation, of which Roa
became both the most sensitive and the most confused
exponent.

It is important to emphasize certain characteristics
of the Spanish and Latin American humanists. These human-
ists usually express themselves in the essay form of
writing, and their intellectual goals are the literary
synthesis of scientific and philosophic thought. As de-
scribed by the Brazilian sociologist, Gilberto Freyre
(referring to the late Venezuelan essayist

Mariano Picon Salas), "he was an intellectual who felt.

2Dialogos Sobre el Destino, 3rd ed., Editorial Isla,
Havana, 1960.
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more at ease in Paris than in other great centers of cul-
ture, because Paris to the Latin American intellectual was
the negation of what Georges Duhamel once described as the
‘quantitative demon.' In Paris he .found the ideal atmos-
phere for those syntheses--or attempted syntheses--so char-
acteristic of Hispanic intelligence. Hispanic intelligence
is more generalizing than specialized. Daring synthesis
in the realm of social sciences was a characteristic of
men like Unamuno, Ortega, and others."3
Though it was once possible for the Spaniard -
Ortega y Gasset, for example, to bring to bear scientific
discoveries in his world view, though he could speculate
on the importance of biologic, geographic, and economic
factors in shaping the destiny of nations and crown his
efforts with elegant catchall phrases, his task would now
be almost impossible. Unamuno's dismissal of the beauty
of industrial civilization and his challenge to such a
civilization to produce "a poem'" (see pp. 33-34) may well
have hidden the increasing difficulty of both keeping pace
with scientific developments and understanding their social
and artistic significance; The Spanish and Latin American
humanists of our day often find themselves incapable of
elaborating comprehensive syntheses. Their philosophy of
history lacks an essential component, the philosophy of
science. 1In this sense, Roa's confusion and intellectual
frustration is a product of his inability to put his human-
istic talent to good use; his ''message” is still awaiting
embodiment in a novel or a poem, endeavors in which he could

have succeeded.

3iMariano Picon salas y su Imagen de Brasil,' Politica

(Caracas, Venezuela), Vol. 4, No. 39, April-May, 1965, pp. 32-33.
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Except in those cases in which religion or family
status act as deterrents, the humanist who has not "found
himself," or who has not succeeded in being who he thinks
he is, becomes a political '"client.'" He takes over the
ideology, or supports the regime, that offers the best
position. At the intellectual and emotional level, Com-
munist ideology appeals to many of the frustrated Latin
American humanists. 1Its historical materialism offers an
explanation for most of the phenomena that disturb the
humanist: unemployment, exploitation, illiteracy, infla-
tion, unrest and revolution at home, prosperity in the
United States. 1Its emotional appeal lies in the puritanic
demands it makes of its followers, for the humanist con-
siders his Latin American sensuousness a sin and an obstacle
in the road to a purer and better life. His loyalty to
Marxism-Leninism, however, is predicated on more than an
intellectual and emotional appeal--it requires a job, a
social position, and satisfaction of an aspiration of
personal advancement.

Anillo and his counterparts in Latin America are not
concerned with the humanistic problem of expressing a
valid message. Theirs is the world of action; prescribing
remedies for the ills of Latin America is not as important
as doing something about them. Thus, regardless of legal
training, Anillo would not allow the law to stand in the
way of what he felt was a needed change.

In precipitating social change in Latin America, the
Anillos assume responsibility for creating jobs and satis-
fying aspirations for a better life of both intellectuals
and nonintellectuals. Theirs, therefore, is a key role;

the outcome of the battle to capture the 'progressive
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spirit" in Latin America will depend to a large degree
on who succeeds in attracting the most influential among
the Anillos.

These conclusions are not submitted as the only in-
ferences to be derived from studying the political careers
of Fabio Grobart, Raul Roa, and Rene Anillo. The reader
may well demand more empirical information before accepting
the author's ideas, or he may find the material in the text
conducive to more general observations. For example, the
necessity for a very early political commitment is of great
significance in the lives of these men, their friends and
associates, or opponents. Irrespective of the value of
inferences or conclusions, however, it is hoped that this
study will serve as an introduction to a political environ-
ment whose peculiar characteristics are far from being

generally understood.
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