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Appendix F

Summaries of Studies Included in the Recidivism Meta-Analysis

This document is an appendix to Evaluating the Effectiveness of Correctional Education: A Meta-
Analysis of Programs That Provide Education to Incarcerated Adults, by Lois M. Davis, Robert 
Bozick, Jennifer L. Steele, Jessica Saunders, and Jeremy N. V. Miles, Santa Monica, Calif.: 
RAND Corporation, RR-266-BJA, 2013, available at http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_
reports/RR266.html. The following pages provide a research summary for each study included 
in the recidivism meta-analysis (total of 50).
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http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR266.html


Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Secondary	
  Education

Academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  programming	
  
offered	
  by	
  the	
  Windham	
  School	
  System.	
  
The	
  program	
  ranged	
  from	
  fewer	
  than	
  100	
  

hours	
  to	
  more	
  than	
  300	
  hours	
  of	
  
coursework.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  prisons	
  in	
  Texas.	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  

prisons,	
  sectors	
  (public	
  or	
  private),	
  
jurisdictions	
  (federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local),	
  and	
  

security	
  levels	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  
14	
  months	
  to	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Groups Comparison	
  Group
n

Academic:	
  5,051
Vocational:	
  422

Academic	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  1,359
n=	
  8,001

Recidivism	
  Rates
	
  Academic:	
  23.0%
Vocational:	
  20.9%

Academic	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  21.6%
Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  23.7%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Three	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  who	
  received	
  either	
  academic,	
  vocational,	
  or	
  a	
  combination	
  
of	
  academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  
group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  correctional	
  education	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  An	
  unspecified	
  share	
  of	
  the	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  ineligible	
  because	
  
they	
  already	
  held	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  diploma	
  or	
  GED.	
  Participants	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  through	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  eligibility	
  rules,	
  duration	
  
of	
  incarceration,	
  and	
  self-­‐selection.

Kenneth	
  Adams,	
  Katherine	
  J.	
  Bennett,	
  
Timothy	
  J.	
  Flanagan,	
  James.	
  W.	
  Marquart,	
  
Steven	
  J.	
  Cuvelier,	
  Eric	
  Fritsch,	
  Jurg	
  Gerber,	
  
Dennis	
  R.	
  Longmire,	
  and	
  Velmer	
  S.	
  Burton	
  ,	
  
Jr.,	
  “A	
  Large-­‐Scale	
  Multidimensional	
  Test	
  of	
  
the	
  Effect	
  of	
  Prison	
  Education	
  Programs	
  on	
  
Offenders'	
  Behavior,”	
  The	
  Prison	
  Journal,	
  

Vol.	
  74,	
  No.	
  4,	
  December	
  1994,	
  pp.	
  
433–449.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Postsecondary	
  Education

Correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  that	
  include	
  Adult	
  
Basic	
  Education,	
  GED,	
  adult	
  continuing	
  education,	
  
and	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  courses.	
  The	
  duration	
  
and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  prisons	
  from	
  15	
  states	
  (AZ,	
  CA,	
  DE,	
  FL,	
  IL,	
  MD,	
  MI,	
  
MN,	
  NJ,	
  NY,	
  NC,	
  OH,	
  OR,	
  TX,	
  VA).	
  	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  

(public	
  or	
  private),	
  jurisdiction	
  (federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local),	
  and	
  
security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Rearrest,	
  reconviction,	
  or	
  reconfinement	
  within	
  3	
  
years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n n

Academic:	
  15,915
Vocational:	
  10,784 7,090

Academic	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  47.6%*
Vocational	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  53.9%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Robert	
  Allen,	
  “An	
  Economic	
  Analysis	
  of	
  
Prison	
  Education	
  Programs	
  and	
  Recidivism,	
  

Emory	
  University	
  Department	
  of	
  
Economics,”	
  2006.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  
was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  complete	
  correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  
differences	
  in	
  race,	
  age,	
  program	
  type,	
  criminal	
  history,	
  state,	
  and	
  economic	
  conditions	
  between	
  the	
  treatment	
  
and	
  comparison	
  group.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.91	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  and	
  1.17	
  when	
  

comparing	
  the	
  vocational	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50.0%	
  
for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  for	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  47.6%	
  

and	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  for	
  the	
  vocational	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  53.9%.

Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Vienna	
  Illinois	
  Correctional	
  Center	
  vocational	
  and	
  
academic	
  program.	
  Vocational	
  training	
  was	
  offered	
  
in	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  welding,	
  drafting,	
  auto	
  mechanics,	
  

industrial	
  machines,	
  surveying,	
  food	
  service	
  
technology,	
  office	
  machine	
  repair,	
  

water/wastewater	
  management,	
  ornamental	
  
horticulture,	
  and	
  emergency	
  medical	
  technology.	
  
Duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  state	
  prison	
  in	
  Illinois.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private)	
  

and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported. Parole	
  violation	
  within	
  2	
  years.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=122 n=116

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  19.0% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  38.8%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Dennis	
  B.	
  Anderson,	
  “The	
  Relationship	
  
Between	
  Correctional	
  Education	
  and	
  Parole	
  
Success,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  Offender	
  Counseling,	
  
Services	
  and	
  Rehabilitation,	
  Vol.	
  5,	
  No.	
  3/4,	
  

1982,	
  pp.	
  13–25.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  received	
  vocational	
  and/or	
  academic	
  training	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  
was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  received	
  neither	
  vocational	
  nor	
  academic	
  training	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  in	
  midwestern	
  
states,	
  including	
  academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  

components.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  
courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  a	
  midwestern	
  state.	
  The	
  
sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private),	
  jurisdiction	
  (federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  
local),	
  security	
  level,	
  or	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  were	
  

not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  due	
  to	
  parole	
  violation,	
  
commitment	
  of	
  new	
  crime,	
  or	
  being	
  absent	
  without	
  

permission	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=473 n=287

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  20.7% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  27.5%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Dennis	
  B.	
  Anderson,	
  R.	
  E.	
  Schumacker,	
  and	
  
S.	
  L.	
  Anderson,	
  “Releasee	
  Characteristics	
  
and	
  Parole	
  Success,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  Offender	
  
Rehabilitation,	
  Vol.	
  17,	
  Nos.	
  1–2,	
  1991,	
  pp.	
  

133–145.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  academic	
  and/or	
  vocational	
  training	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  any	
  academic	
  and/or	
  vocational	
  
training	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  How	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  was	
  not	
  
reported.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Secondary	
  Education

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Ohio	
  Penal	
  System	
  Education	
  Programs.	
  These	
  
programs	
  include	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education,	
  vocational	
  
education,	
  GED	
  preparation/high	
  school	
  diploma,	
  
and	
  postsecondary	
  education.	
  Each	
  program	
  lasted	
  
at	
  least	
  90	
  days	
  and	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  completion	
  of	
  a	
  
degree/certificate.	
  The	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  

was	
  not	
  reported.	
  	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

All	
  public	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Ohio.	
  The	
  security	
  levels	
  of	
  the	
  
prisons	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=3,969 n=	
  14,099

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  28.8% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  30.4%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Stephen	
  V.	
  Anderson,	
  Evaluation	
  of	
  the	
  
Impact	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education	
  Programs	
  

on	
  Recidivism,	
  Columbus,	
  Ohio:	
  Ohio	
  
Department	
  of	
  Rehabilitation	
  and	
  
Correction,	
  Office	
  of	
  Management	
  

Information	
  Systems,	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Planning	
  
and	
  Evaluation,	
  1995.	
  

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  either	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education,	
  vocational	
  education,	
  
GED	
  preparation/high	
  school	
  diploma,	
  or	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  while	
  incarcerated	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  
group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  or	
  were	
  
placed	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups;	
  all	
  had	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  Test	
  of	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education	
  (TABE)	
  score	
  
of	
  6.0	
  or	
  higher.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  
of	
  TABE	
  scores	
  at	
  admission,	
  highest	
  grade	
  reported	
  at	
  admission,	
  and	
  involvement	
  in	
  requisite	
  educational	
  
programming	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  	
  	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Secondary	
  Education

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Ohio	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  education	
  
programs,	
  including	
  high	
  school,	
  GED	
  preparation,	
  

vocational	
  education,	
  and	
  postsecondary	
  
education.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Ohio.	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  (public	
  

or	
  private),	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  13.5	
  years	
  

of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n	
  

High	
  School:	
  49
GED:	
  321

Postsecondary:	
  194
Vocational:	
  117 n=292	
  

High	
  School	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  49.5%*
GED	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  45.8%*

Postsecondary	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  27.5%*
Vocational	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  44.8%

Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Mary	
  Ellen	
  Batiuk,	
  Karen	
  F.	
  Lahm,	
  Mattew	
  
McKeever,	
  Norma	
  Wilcox,	
  and	
  Pamela	
  
Wilcox,	
  “Disentangling	
  the	
  Effects	
  of	
  

Correctional	
  Education:	
  Are	
  Current	
  Policies	
  
Misguided?	
  An	
  Event	
  History	
  Analysis,”	
  
Criminal	
  Justice,	
  Vol.	
  5,	
  No.	
  1,	
  2005,	
  pp.	
  

55–74.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Four	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  a	
  correctional	
  education	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated	
  (high	
  school,	
  GED,	
  postsecondary,	
  or	
  vocational),	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  
not	
  complete	
  any	
  correctional	
  education	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  
comparison	
  groups.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.98	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  high	
  school	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  

comparison	
  group,	
  0.84	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  GED	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  0.38	
  when	
  
comparing	
  the	
  postsecondary	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  and	
  0.81	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  
vocational	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50.0%	
  for	
  the	
  

comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  the	
  high	
  school	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  
49.5%,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  the	
  GED	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  45.8%,	
  the	
  

corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  for	
  the	
  postsecondary	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  27.5%,	
  and	
  the	
  corresponding	
  
recidivism	
  rate	
  for	
  the	
  vocational	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  44.8%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education
Hagerstown	
  Junior	
  College	
  associate's	
  
degree	
  program.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  
frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  state	
  prison	
  in	
  Maryland.	
  The	
  

security	
  level	
  was	
  not	
  reported. Parole	
  violation	
  or	
  arrest	
  for	
  new	
  crime	
  
within	
  8	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=189 n=189

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  37.0% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  58.2%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Fredrick	
  Stoll	
  Blackburn,	
  The	
  Relationship	
  
Between	
  Recidivism	
  and	
  Participation	
  in	
  a	
  

Community	
  College	
  Associate	
  of	
  Arts	
  Degree	
  
Program	
  for	
  Incarcerated	
  Offenders,	
  thesis,	
  
Virginia	
  Polytechnic	
  Institute	
  and	
  State	
  

University,	
  1981.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  earned	
  at	
  least	
  12	
  hours	
  of	
  
postsecondary	
  credit	
  while	
  enrolled,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  
not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  
comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  
the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  race,	
  age,	
  month	
  of	
  release,	
  scores	
  on	
  a	
  law	
  
enforcement	
  severity	
  scale,	
  scores	
  on	
  an	
  environmental	
  deprivation	
  scale,	
  and	
  
maladaptive	
  behavior.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Vocational	
  Education

Rock	
  County	
  Education	
  and	
  Criminal	
  Addictions	
  
Program	
  (RECAP).	
  The	
  program	
  included	
  structured	
  

vocational	
  and	
  literacy	
  instruction,	
  work	
  
experience,	
  community	
  service,	
  and	
  alcohol	
  and	
  
drug	
  rehabilitation.	
  The	
  program	
  lasted	
  for	
  four	
  
months	
  and	
  inmates	
  met	
  for	
  10	
  to	
  40	
  hours	
  per	
  

week.	
  	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  local	
  jail	
  in	
  Rock	
  County,	
  Wisconsin.	
  The	
  

security	
  level	
  was	
  not	
  reported.
Imprisonment	
  or	
  revokal	
  of	
  parole	
  within	
  3	
  months	
  

to	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=150 n=52

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  22.0% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  21.2%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Blackhawk	
  Technical	
  College,	
  RECAP	
  (Rock	
  
County	
  Education	
  and	
  Criminal	
  Addictions	
  
Program)	
  Program	
  Manual,	
  Prepared	
  to	
  Be	
  

of	
  Assistance	
  in	
  Program	
  Replication,	
  
Janesville,	
  Wisc.,	
  1996.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  were	
  exposed	
  in	
  the	
  RECAP	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  were	
  not	
  exposed	
  to	
  the	
  RECAP	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  
self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  group.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  after	
  
stratifying	
  based	
  on	
  age,	
  sex,	
  race,	
  release	
  date,	
  and	
  length	
  of	
  sentence.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Vocational	
  Education

Oklahoma	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  GED	
  program	
  
and	
  vocational/technical	
  education	
  program.	
  The	
  
duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state,	
  minimum	
  to	
  maximum	
  security	
  

correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Oklahoma.	
  The	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  
prison)	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  7	
  months;	
  
7	
  months	
  to	
  6	
  years;	
  or	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Groups Comparison	
  Groups
n n

Academic:	
  1,043
Vocational:	
  805

Academic:	
  4,703
Vocational:	
  11,008

Academic	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  42.2%* Comparison	
  Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*
Vocational	
  Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  55.4%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Dennis	
  R.	
  Brewster	
  and	
  Susan	
  F.	
  Sharp,	
  
“Educational	
  Programs	
  and	
  Recidivism	
  in	
  
Oklahoma:	
  Another	
  Look,”	
  The	
  Prison	
  

Journal,	
  Vol.	
  82,	
  No.	
  3,	
  September	
  2002,	
  pp.	
  
314–334.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Two	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  had	
  completed	
  either	
  a	
  GED	
  or	
  vocational	
  education	
  program	
  
while	
  incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  inmates	
  who	
  either	
  declined	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  programs	
  or	
  failed	
  
to	
  complete	
  them	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  
analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  in	
  age,	
  race,	
  marital	
  status,	
  crime	
  type,	
  sentence	
  length,	
  gender,	
  and	
  release	
  
cohort.	
  The	
  GED	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  limited	
  to	
  participants	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  hold	
  a	
  GED	
  or	
  high	
  school	
  diploma	
  
prior	
  to	
  incarceration,	
  while	
  the	
  vocational	
  education	
  comparison	
  group	
  included	
  inmates	
  regardless	
  of	
  prior	
  
education.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.73	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  

comparison	
  group,	
  and	
  1.24	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  vocational	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  we	
  
assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  the	
  
academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  44.4%	
  and	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  the	
  vocational	
  

treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  57.8%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

A	
  three-­‐credit	
  college	
  course	
  program	
  at	
  
Hampden	
  County	
  Correctional	
  Center.	
  The	
  

program	
  lasted	
  eight	
  weeks,	
  but	
  the	
  
frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  was	
  not	
  

reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  local	
  correctional	
  facility	
  in	
  

Ludlow,	
  Massachusetts.	
  The	
  security	
  level	
  
and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  facility	
  within	
  
1	
  year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=32 n=32

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  12.5% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  28.0%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Lisa	
  Ouime	
  Burke	
  and	
  James	
  E.	
  Vivian,	
  “The	
  
Effect	
  of	
  College	
  Programming	
  on	
  

Recidivism	
  Rates	
  at	
  the	
  Hampden	
  County	
  
House	
  of	
  Correction:	
  A	
  5-­‐Year	
  Study,”	
  

Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  52,	
  
No.	
  4,	
  December	
  2001,	
  pp.	
  160–162.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  3-­‐credit	
  college	
  
course	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  
complete	
  any	
  college	
  coursework	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  
comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  age,	
  prior	
  years	
  of	
  education,	
  gender,	
  
race/ethnicity,	
  sentence	
  length,	
  and	
  time	
  of	
  release.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Not	
  Reported

The	
  PreStart	
  Program	
  consisted	
  of	
  two	
  phases,	
  with	
  
Phase	
  I	
  focused	
  on	
  pre-­‐release	
  education	
  and	
  Phase	
  
II	
  consisting	
  of	
  post	
  release	
  assistance.	
  The	
  duration	
  
of	
  Phase	
  I	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  was	
  30	
  hours,	
  but	
  the	
  
frequency	
  was	
  not	
  reported.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  
frequency	
  of	
  Phase	
  II	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
14	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Illinois.	
  The	
  security	
  level	
  was	
  

not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=428 n=249

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  11.7% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  32.3%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

T.	
  C.	
  Castellano,	
  I.	
  Soderstrom,	
  C.	
  L.	
  Ringel,	
  
et	
  al.,	
  Implementation	
  and	
  Impact	
  of	
  Illinois’	
  
PreStart	
  Program:	
  A	
  Final	
  Report,	
  Chicago,	
  
Ill.:	
  Illinois	
  Criminal	
  Justice	
  Information	
  
Authority,	
  Publication	
  No.:	
  96-­‐039,	
  1996.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  PreStart	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  PreStart	
  program	
  because	
  they	
  were	
  released	
  	
  
before	
  the	
  PreStart	
  program	
  was	
  implemented	
  in	
  these	
  prisons.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  
if	
  they	
  were	
  released	
  after	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  PreStart	
  program,	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  comparison	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  were	
  
released	
  before	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  PreStart	
  program.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

Inmate	
  College	
  Program	
  resulting	
  in	
  a	
  certificate,	
  
associate's,	
  bachelor's,	
  and/or	
  master's	
  degree.	
  The	
  

approximate	
  durations	
  of	
  the	
  certificate,	
  
associate's,	
  bachelor's,	
  and	
  master's	
  degree	
  

programs	
  were	
  1,	
  2,	
  4,	
  and	
  1	
  year(s)	
  respectively.	
  
The	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  was	
  not	
  reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  
The	
  number,	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  

were	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=356 n=630

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  26.4% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  44.6%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

D.	
  D.	
  Clark,	
  Analysis	
  of	
  Return	
  Rates	
  of	
  the	
  
Inmate	
  College	
  Program	
  Participants,	
  

Albany,	
  N.Y.:	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  
Correctional	
  Services,	
  1991.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  and	
  earned	
  a	
  degree	
  through	
  the	
  Inmate	
  College	
  
Program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  earn	
  a	
  degree	
  through	
  the	
  
Inmate	
  College	
  Program	
  because	
  they	
  either	
  voluntarily	
  withdrew	
  or	
  were	
  administratively	
  removed	
  from	
  the	
  
program.	
  Inmates	
  who	
  had	
  a	
  release	
  date	
  of	
  February	
  28,	
  1990,	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  history	
  of	
  involvement	
  with	
  the	
  
program	
  during	
  1986−1987	
  were	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Kentucky's	
  Institutional	
  Vocational	
  Education	
  
programs.	
  Men	
  completed	
  training	
  in	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  

following	
  areas:	
  welding,	
  small	
  engines,	
  auto	
  body,	
  
electrical,	
  building	
  trades,	
  masonry,	
  meat	
  cutting,	
  
air	
  conditioning,	
  radio/tv,	
  upholstery,	
  printing,	
  

plumbing,	
  or	
  drafting.	
  Women	
  were	
  offered	
  either	
  
nurse's	
  aide	
  training	
  or	
  one	
  course	
  in	
  business	
  and	
  
office	
  education	
  (typing	
  or	
  filing).	
  Most	
  programs	
  
had	
  a	
  duration	
  of	
  720	
  hours	
  except	
  the	
  nurse's	
  aide	
  

program,	
  which	
  had	
  a	
  duration	
  of	
  357	
  hours.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Four	
  public,	
  state,	
  minimum	
  to	
  maximum	
  security	
  prisons	
  

in	
  Kentucky.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=116 n=116

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  45.7% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  41.3%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Betsy	
  Bramlett	
  Coffey,	
  The	
  Effectiveness	
  of	
  
Vocational	
  Education	
  in	
  Kentucky’s	
  

Correctional	
  Institutions:	
  As	
  Measured	
  by	
  
Employment	
  Status	
  and	
  Recidivism,	
  Ph.D.	
  
dissertation,	
  University	
  of	
  Kentucky,	
  1983.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  vocational	
  education	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  or	
  complete	
  the	
  vocational	
  
education	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Both	
  sets	
  of	
  inmates	
  had	
  sentences	
  of	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  years.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐
selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Missouri	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  GED	
  

preparation	
  programs.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  
of the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Missouri.	
  The	
  security	
  
level	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=5,067 n=7,449

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  44.6% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  53.7%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Jake	
  Cronin,	
  The	
  Path	
  to	
  Successful	
  Reentry:	
  
The	
  Relationship	
  Between	
  Correctional	
  
Education,	
  Employment	
  and	
  Recidivism,	
  
Columbia,	
  Mo.:	
  University	
  of	
  Missouri	
  

Institute	
  of	
  Public	
  Policy,	
  Report	
  15-­‐2011,	
  
September	
  2011.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  one	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  enrolled	
  in	
  a	
  GED	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  came	
  to	
  prison	
  without	
  a	
  GED	
  degree	
  and	
  made	
  no	
  progress	
  toward	
  
one	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  degree	
  
and	
  to	
  the	
  comparison	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  had	
  a	
  high	
  school	
  degree.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Oklahoma	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  
Vocational-­‐Technical	
  Training.	
  The	
  program	
  
includes	
  training	
  in	
  auto	
  body	
  repair,	
  auto	
  
mechanics,	
  machine	
  tools,	
  air	
  conditioning	
  
and	
  refrigeration,	
  building	
  trades,	
  farm	
  

machinery	
  repair,	
  heavy	
  equipment,	
  diesel	
  
mechanics,	
  welding,	
  masonry,	
  carpentry,	
  
parts	
  clerkmanship,	
  plumbing,	
  and	
  small	
  

engine	
  repair.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  
the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Oklahoma.	
  
The	
  security	
  level	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  
month	
  to	
  4.5	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=2,372 n=9,851

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  26% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  22%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Steven	
  Davis	
  and	
  Bill	
  Chown,	
  Recidivism	
  
Among	
  Offenders	
  Incarcerated	
  by	
  the	
  

Oklahoma	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  Who	
  
Received	
  Vocational-­‐Technical	
  Training:	
  A	
  

Survival	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  of	
  Offenders	
  
Released	
  January	
  1982	
  Through	
  July	
  1986,	
  

Oklahoma	
  City:	
  Oklahoma	
  State	
  
Department	
  of	
  Corrections,	
  November	
  

1986.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  the	
  vocational	
  training	
  program	
  
while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  complete	
  or	
  
participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  How	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  was	
  not	
  reported.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Michigan	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  academic	
  
programs,	
  including	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education	
  (ABE)	
  
and	
  GED	
  preparation.	
  The	
  ABE	
  sequence	
  involved	
  
completing	
  the	
  remedial	
  reading	
  program,	
  which	
  
included	
  participating	
  in	
  self-­‐paced	
  "Education	
  

Development	
  Lab."	
  Inmates	
  in	
  the	
  GED	
  curriculum	
  
participated	
  in	
  an	
  advanced	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  

Education	
  Development	
  Lab,	
  with	
  supplemental	
  
competency-­‐based	
  reading,	
  math,	
  and	
  English	
  
instruction.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Michigan.	
  The	
  number	
  and	
  

security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported. Return	
  to	
  prison	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=274 n=322

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  38% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  48%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

C.	
  Dickman,	
  Academic	
  Program	
  
Participation	
  and	
  Prisoner	
  Outcomes,	
  

Lansing,	
  Mich.:	
  Michigan	
  Department	
  of	
  
Corrections,	
  Facilities	
  Research	
  and	
  

Evaluation	
  Unit,	
  1987.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  ABE	
  or	
  GED	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  
assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  scored	
  below	
  a	
  6th-­‐grade	
  level	
  in	
  reading	
  or	
  math	
  (based	
  on	
  mandatory	
  
state	
  policy).	
  All	
  others	
  self	
  selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

	
  Santa	
  Fe	
  Community	
  College	
  (SFCC)	
  vocational	
  
education	
  programs.	
  These	
  programs	
  include	
  

training	
  to	
  find	
  employment,	
  good	
  work	
  habits,	
  and	
  
positive	
  social	
  or	
  interpersonal	
  skills.	
  The	
  programs	
  
last,	
  at	
  most,	
  one	
  year,	
  with	
  open	
  entry	
  and	
  open	
  

exit.	
  The	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  was	
  not	
  
reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  minimum,	
  medium	
  and	
  maximum	
  security	
  	
  
prisons	
  in	
  New	
  Mexico.	
  The	
  number	
  and	
  jurisdiction	
  

(federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Successful	
  completion	
  of	
  parole	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=66 n=66

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  85% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  82%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

E.	
  Downes,	
  K.	
  Monaco,	
  and	
  S.	
  Schreiber,	
  
“Evaluating	
  the	
  Effects	
  of	
  Vocational	
  

Education	
  on	
  Inmates:	
  A	
  Research	
  Model	
  
and	
  Preliminary	
  Results,”	
  in	
  S.	
  Duguid,	
  ed.,	
  
The	
  Yearbook	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  
British	
  Columbia,	
  Canada:	
  Simon	
  Fraser	
  

University,	
  1989,	
  pp.	
  249–262.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  at	
  least	
  5	
  credit	
  hours	
  in	
  the	
  SFCC	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  SFCC	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  
matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  number	
  of	
  months	
  left	
  on	
  parole,	
  age	
  at	
  
discharge,	
  sex	
  ,	
  race,	
  history	
  of	
  substance	
  abuse,	
  age	
  at	
  first	
  adjudication,	
  number	
  of	
  prior	
  supervisions,	
  number	
  
of	
  prior	
  revocations,	
  and	
  number	
  of	
  felony	
  convictions.	
  However,	
  no	
  baseline	
  characteristics	
  were	
  presented	
  
for	
  the	
  matched	
  groups,	
  so	
  balance	
  could	
  not	
  be	
  assessed.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education
Texas	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  Junior	
  College	
  

Program.	
  The	
  program	
  duration	
  varied	
  from	
  7	
  to	
  38	
  
credit	
  hours.	
  The	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  was	
  not	
  

reported.	
  	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Texas.	
  The	
  security	
  levels	
  

were	
  not	
  reported.
Recincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  7	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=26 n=357

Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  8.0% Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  33.3%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Carl	
  Clifford	
  Gaither,	
  An	
  Evaluation	
  of	
  the	
  
Texas	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections’	
  Junior	
  

College	
  Program,	
  master’s	
  thesis,	
  Monroe,	
  
La.:	
  Northeast	
  Louisiana	
  State	
  University,	
  

1980.

A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  and	
  completed	
  the	
  Junior	
  College	
  Program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  with	
  some	
  or	
  no	
  exposure	
  to	
  this	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Vocational	
  Education

Huntsville	
  Correctional	
  Center	
  education	
  program.	
  
The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  state	
  correctional	
  facility	
  in	
  West	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  sector	
  
(public	
  or	
  private),	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  

prison)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Parole	
  revocation	
  within	
  2	
  years.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n

GED	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  24
Vocational:	
  169 n=96

Recidivism	
  Rate 79.2%
GED	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  8.3%

Vocational:	
  8.8%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Howard	
  R.	
  D.	
  Gordon	
  and	
  Bracie	
  Weldon,	
  
“The	
  Impact	
  of	
  Career	
  and	
  Technical	
  

Education	
  Programs	
  on	
  Adult	
  Offenders:	
  
Learning	
  Behind	
  Bars,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  

Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  54,	
  No.	
  4,	
  
December	
  2003,	
  pp.	
  200–209.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  vocational	
  education	
  with	
  or	
  without	
  GED	
  
preparation	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  any	
  
educational	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  How	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  
was	
  not	
  reported.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Federal	
  prison	
  education	
  programs	
  including	
  Adult	
  
Basic	
  Education,	
  GED,	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  
including	
  college	
  courses	
  and	
  vocational	
  training,	
  
and	
  social	
  skills	
  courses	
  (e.g.,	
  parenting).	
  The	
  

duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  
reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  federal	
  prisons.	
  The	
  number,	
  security	
  

level,	
  and	
  location	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Revocation	
  of	
  parole	
  or	
  rearrest	
  within	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=183 n=436

Recidivism	
  Rate=38.1%* Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 4

Miles	
  D.	
  Harer,	
  Prison	
  Education	
  Program	
  
Participation	
  and	
  Recidivism:	
  A	
  Test	
  of	
  the	
  
Normalization	
  Hypothesis,	
  Washington,	
  
D.C.:	
  Federal	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Prisons,	
  Office	
  of	
  

Research	
  and	
  Evaluation	
  1995.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  at	
  least	
  half	
  of	
  an	
  education	
  course	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  may	
  or	
  may	
  not	
  have	
  participated	
  in	
  an	
  education	
  
program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  analysis	
  
adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  in	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  prior	
  convictions,	
  race,	
  type	
  of	
  offense,	
  drug	
  and	
  alcohol	
  use,	
  
educational	
  attainment,	
  criminal	
  justice	
  supervision,	
  misconduct	
  charges,	
  furlough,	
  days	
  served	
  in	
  prison,	
  
employment,	
  halfway	
  house,	
  age,	
  residence	
  with	
  spouse	
  after	
  release,	
  and	
  military	
  record.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.61	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  
we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  

the	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  38.1%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

Lebanon	
  Correctional	
  Institution's	
  
Associate's	
  Degree	
  Program.	
  The	
  program	
  

consisted	
  of	
  full-­‐time	
  enrollment	
  in	
  
Business	
  Administration,	
  Computer	
  

Science,	
  Human	
  Resources,	
  or	
  Industrial	
  
Technology	
  courses	
  leading	
  to	
  an	
  
associate's	
  degree.	
  Time	
  to	
  degree	
  

completion	
  was	
  approximately	
  22	
  months.	
  
However,	
  the	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  

the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.	
  	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  state,	
  medium-­‐security	
  prison	
  

in	
  Lebanon,	
  Ohio.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  

year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=95 n=116

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  11.6% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  15.5%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Jerry	
  Holloway	
  and	
  Paul	
  Moke,	
  Post	
  
Secondary	
  Correctional	
  Education:	
  An	
  
Evaluation	
  of	
  Parolee	
  Performance,	
  

Wilmington,	
  Ohio:	
  Wilmington	
  College,	
  
1986.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  an	
  associate's	
  degree	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  had	
  expressed	
  an	
  interest	
  
in	
  the	
  associate's	
  degree	
  program	
  but	
  had	
  completed	
  two	
  quarters	
  or	
  fewer	
  or	
  had	
  
never	
  enrolled	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Both	
  groups	
  were	
  limited	
  to	
  individuals	
  who	
  
earned	
  high	
  school	
  diplomas	
  or	
  GEDs	
  either	
  before	
  or	
  during	
  incarceration.	
  Inmates	
  
self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Vocational	
  Education

Virginia	
  Department	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education	
  
academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  programs.	
  The	
  academic	
  
program	
  included	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education	
  and	
  GED	
  
preparation.	
  The	
  vocational	
  education	
  program	
  

provided	
  instruction	
  in	
  36	
  trade	
  areas.	
  The	
  duration	
  
and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Five	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  	
  
The	
  security	
  level	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  5	
  to	
  20	
  
years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Groups Comparison	
  Group
n

Academic	
  Enrollment	
  or	
  Completion:	
  920
Vocational	
  Enrollment/Completion:	
  775 n=1307

Recidivism	
  Rates
Academic	
  Enrollment/Completion:	
  28.8%
Vocational	
  Enrollment/Completion:	
  27.9% Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  49.1%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Kim	
  A.	
  Hull,	
  Stewart	
  Forrester,	
  James	
  
Brown,	
  David	
  Jobe,	
  and	
  Charles	
  McCullen,	
  

“Analysis	
  of	
  Recidivism	
  Rates	
  for	
  
Participants	
  of	
  the	
  

Academic/Vocational/Transition	
  Education	
  
Programs	
  Offered	
  by	
  the	
  Virginia	
  

Department	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,”	
  
Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  51,	
  

No.	
  2,	
  June	
  2000,	
  pp.	
  256–261.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Two	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  one	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  either	
  enrolled	
  in	
  or	
  completed	
  academic	
  programming	
  
while	
  incarcerated	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  either	
  enrolled	
  in	
  or	
  completed	
  vocational	
  
programming	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  
programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Florida	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  Vocational	
  
Education	
  programs.	
  This	
  program	
  included	
  	
  

appliance	
  repair,	
  automotive	
  and	
  engine,	
  carpentry	
  
and	
  construction,	
  electricity	
  and	
  electronics,	
  food	
  
service,	
  mechanical	
  drafting,	
  horticulture,	
  machine	
  
shop,	
  and	
  other	
  trades.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  

of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  state	
  medium/minium	
  security	
  prisons	
  in	
  Florida.	
  

The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private)	
  was	
  not	
  reported. Rearrest	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=348 n=563

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  42.5% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  49.8%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Candace	
  Marie	
  Johnson,	
  The	
  Effects	
  of	
  
Prison	
  Labor	
  Programs	
  on	
  Post-­‐Release	
  

Employment	
  and	
  Recidivism,	
  Ph.D.	
  thesis,	
  
Florida	
  State	
  University,	
  1984.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  vocational	
  education	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  vocational	
  education	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  
clear	
  how	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups,	
  though	
  it	
  is	
  clear	
  that	
  assignment	
  
was	
  not	
  random.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Kansas	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  vocational	
  
education	
  program.	
  The	
  program	
  teaches	
  cognitive	
  
skills	
  to	
  prepare	
  inmates	
  to	
  enter	
  the	
  job	
  market,	
  as	
  

well	
  as	
  positive	
  work	
  habits	
  and	
  attitudes.	
  The	
  
program	
  duration	
  varies	
  with	
  each	
  student's	
  prior	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  experience.	
  The	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Ten	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Kansas.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  
private),	
  jurisdiction	
  (federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local),	
  security	
  level,	
  

and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Return	
  to	
  prison	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  10	
  years	
  
of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=2,350 n=1,374

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  46.7% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  48.6%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Kansas	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections,	
  Offender	
  
Programs	
  Evaluation,	
  Volume	
  V,	
  April	
  2003.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  vocational	
  courses,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  
inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  courses.	
  Inmates	
  who	
  passed	
  a	
  needs	
  assessment	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  
the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  limited	
  to	
  individuals	
  with	
  the	
  same	
  assessed	
  
need	
  for	
  the	
  program	
  as	
  those	
  in	
  the	
  treatment	
  group.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Secondary	
  Education
Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  programs	
  at	
  the	
  Garrett	
  
Heyns	
  Education	
  Center	
  in	
  Washington.	
  

The	
  program	
  provided	
  career	
  skills	
  and	
  four-­‐year	
  
college	
  transfer	
  preparations,	
  including	
  GED,	
  high	
  
school	
  diploma,	
  vocational	
  training,	
  and	
  associate's	
  

degree	
  programming	
  and	
  opportunities	
  for	
  
personal	
  development.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  

of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  state,	
  prisons	
  in	
  Washington.	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  
(public	
  or	
  private),	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  5	
  years	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n

Academic:	
  88
Vocational:	
  59 n=	
  7,856

Recidivism	
  Rate
Academic:	
  15.7%
Vocational:	
  10.1% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  30.9%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Charles	
  E.	
  Kelso,	
  “A	
  Study	
  of	
  the	
  Recidivism	
  
of	
  Garrett	
  Heyns	
  Education	
  Center	
  

Graduates	
  Released	
  Between	
  1985–1991,”	
  
Journal	
  from	
  the	
  Northwest	
  Center	
  for	
  the	
  
Study	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  1,	
  No.	
  

1,	
  1996,	
  pp.	
  25–44.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Two	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  received	
  degrees	
  in	
  academic	
  or	
  vocational	
  education	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  receive	
  these	
  degrees	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  
Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

Televised	
  instructional	
  system	
  (TIS),	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  
college	
  coursework	
  program	
  providing	
  60	
  credit	
  

hours	
  toward	
  an	
  associate's	
  in	
  art	
  degree.	
  	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
State	
  prisons	
  in	
  Oklahoma.	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  

private),	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=360 n=360

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  9% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  20%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 4

Michael	
  Langenbach	
  et	
  al.,	
  “Televised	
  
Instruction	
  in	
  Oklahoma	
  Prisons:	
  A	
  Study	
  of	
  

Recidivism	
  and	
  Disciplinary	
  Actions,”	
  
Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  41,	
  

No.	
  2,	
  June	
  1990,	
  pp.	
  87–94.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  varying	
  amounts	
  of	
  TIS	
  college	
  level	
  coursework	
  
while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  TIS	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  
matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  age,	
  race,	
  gender,	
  type	
  of	
  offense,	
  
facility,	
  and	
  length	
  of	
  sentence.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Vocational	
  Education

The	
  Sandhills	
  Vocational	
  Delivery	
  System	
  
Experiment	
  (VDS).	
  The	
  program	
  includes	
  a	
  phase	
  of	
  
evaluation,	
  testing,	
  and	
  counseling,	
  then	
  training	
  in	
  
basic	
  educational	
  for	
  reading,	
  writing,	
  and	
  math,	
  
substance	
  abuse	
  counseling,	
  and	
  living	
  skills.	
  The	
  
length	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  ranged	
  from	
  6	
  weeks	
  to	
  6	
  
months,	
  varying	
  by	
  the	
  vocational	
  training.	
  The	
  
frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Two	
  minimum	
  and	
  maximum	
  security	
  prisons	
  in	
  North	
  
Carolina.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private)	
  and	
  jurisdiction	
  

(federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.	
  

Reincarceration	
  or	
  rearrest	
  within	
  4	
  years	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=196 n=222

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  23.5% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  34.7%	
  

WWC	
  Ranking MD	
  Scale	
  Ranking
Meets	
  standards 5

Pamela	
  K.	
  Lattimore,	
  K.,	
  Ann	
  D.	
  Witte,	
  and	
  
Joanna	
  R.	
  Baker,	
  Sandhills	
  Vocational	
  

Delivery	
  System	
  Experiment:	
  An	
  
Examination	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Program	
  
Implementation	
  and	
  Effectiveness,	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.:	
  National	
  Institute	
  of	
  
Justice,	
  1988.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  all	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  VDS	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  
was	
  compared	
  with	
  two	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  with	
  varying	
  levels	
  of	
  participation	
  in	
  the	
  VDS	
  program	
  	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  randomly	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Sandhills	
  Vocational	
  Delivery	
  System,	
  which	
  has	
  6	
  
components:	
  participant	
  evaluation,	
  correctional	
  
plan	
  development,	
  vocational	
  program	
  placement,	
  
contract	
  specifying	
  a	
  program-­‐contingent	
  parole	
  
date,	
  community	
  re-­‐entry	
  training,	
  and	
  help	
  with	
  
job	
  placement.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

Two	
  state,	
  minimum	
  and	
  medium	
  security	
  prisons	
  in	
  North	
  
Carolina.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private)	
  was	
  not	
  reported. Rearrest	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=138 n=109

Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  36% Recidivism	
  Rates:	
  46%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
   5

Pamela	
  K.	
  Lattimore,	
  Ann	
  Dryden	
  Witte,	
  
and	
  Joanna	
  R.	
  Baker,	
  “Experimental	
  

Assessment	
  of	
  the	
  Effect	
  of	
  Vocational	
  
Training	
  on	
  Youthful	
  Property	
  Offenders,”	
  
Evaluation	
  Review,	
  Vol.	
  14,	
  No.	
  2,	
  April	
  

1990,	
  pp.	
  115–133.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  enhanced	
  vocational	
  training	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  instead	
  received	
  routine	
  vocational	
  training	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  randomly	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education
Virginia	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  vocational	
  education	
  
program.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  

were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  
(public	
  or	
  private),	
  jurisdiction	
  (federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local),	
  
security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=3,266 n=3,266

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  9.9% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  15.7%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Eric	
  J.	
  Lichtenberger,	
  The	
  Impact	
  of	
  
Vocational	
  Programs	
  on	
  Post-­‐Release	
  

Outcomes	
  for	
  Vocational	
  Completers	
  from	
  
the	
  Fiscal	
  Year	
  1999,	
  2000,	
  2001	
  and	
  2002	
  
Release	
  Cohorts,	
  Richmond,	
  Va.:	
  Virginia	
  
Polytechnic	
  Institute	
  and	
  State	
  University,	
  

2007.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  the	
  vocational	
  education	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  
was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  either	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  or	
  did	
  complete	
  the	
  program.	
  Inmates	
  
self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  
comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  marital	
  status,	
  offense	
  type,	
  custody	
  code	
  at	
  release,	
  race,	
  
gender,	
  highest	
  grade	
  level	
  completed,	
  time	
  served,	
  age	
  at	
  release,	
  number	
  of	
  major	
  infractions,	
  number	
  of	
  
minor	
  infractions,	
  and	
  release	
  quarter.	
  However,	
  no	
  baseline	
  characteristics	
  were	
  presented	
  for	
  the	
  matched	
  
groups,	
  so	
  balance	
  could	
  not	
  be	
  assessed.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education
Career	
  and	
  Technical	
  Education	
  (CTE)	
  program	
  at	
  
correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  

frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple,	
  public,	
  state,	
  prisons	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  number	
  and	
  

security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=1,428 n=1,428

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  24.9% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  29.2%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 3

Eric	
  J.	
  Lichtenberger,	
  “Measuring	
  the	
  Effects	
  
of	
  the	
  Level	
  of	
  Participation	
  in	
  Prison-­‐Based	
  
Career	
  and	
  Technical	
  Education	
  Programs	
  
on	
  Recidivism,”	
  working	
  paper,	
  2011.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  successfully	
  completed	
  the	
  CTE	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  CTE	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐
selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  
comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  time	
  served,	
  marriage	
  status,	
  offense	
  type,	
  custody	
  level,	
  
highest	
  education	
  level	
  completed,	
  race,	
  and	
  sex,	
  but	
  no	
  baseline	
  characteristics	
  were	
  presented	
  for	
  the	
  
matched	
  groups,	
  so	
  balance	
  could	
  not	
  be	
  assessed.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education
Career	
  and	
  Technical	
  Education	
  (CTE)	
  program	
  at	
  
correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  

frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  The	
  number	
  and	
  

security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  3.25	
  years	
  

of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=812 n=6,178
Recidivism	
  Rate=44.2%* Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Eric	
  J.	
  Lichtenberger,	
  Patrick	
  A.	
  O’Reilly,	
  
Yasuo	
  Miyazaki,	
  and	
  Rosemaliza	
  M.	
  

Kamulladeen,	
  Direct	
  and	
  Indirect	
  Impacts	
  of	
  
Career	
  and	
  Technical	
  Education	
  on	
  

Post-­‐Release	
  Outcomes,	
  Blacksburg,	
  Va.:	
  
Center	
  for	
  Assessment,	
  Evaluation,	
  and	
  
Educational	
  Programming,	
  Virginia	
  Tech,	
  

2009.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  successfully	
  completed	
  the	
  CTE	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  CTE	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐
selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  between	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  group	
  in	
  gender,	
  minority	
  status,	
  marital	
  status,	
  age	
  at	
  intake,	
  time	
  served,	
  repeat	
  
offender	
  status,	
  HS	
  diploma,	
  GED,	
  violent	
  crime,	
  drug	
  crime,	
  revenue	
  generating	
  crime,	
  number	
  of	
  minor	
  
infractions,	
  and	
  number	
  of	
  major	
  infractions.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.79	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  
we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50.0%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  

the	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  44.2%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

Prison	
  College	
  Program	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  Inmates	
  study	
  
the	
  core	
  courses	
  of	
  a	
  liberal	
  arts	
  curriculum	
  and	
  can	
  

choose	
  majors.	
  There	
  are	
  also	
  two	
  one-­‐year	
  
certificate	
  programs:	
  juvenile	
  justice	
  and	
  a	
  bilingual	
  
sequence	
  of	
  courses	
  for	
  Spanish-­‐speaking	
  prisoners.	
  
The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Three	
  public,	
  state,	
  maximum	
  security	
  prisons	
  in	
  New	
  

York.	
  
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  2	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=92 n=92

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  22% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  16%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

D.	
  Lockwood,	
  “Prison	
  Higher	
  Education	
  and	
  
Recidivism:	
  A	
  Program	
  Evaluation,”	
  in	
  S.	
  
Duguid,	
  ed.,	
  The	
  Yearbook	
  of	
  Correctional	
  
Education,	
  British	
  Columbia,	
  Canada:	
  Simon	
  

Fraser	
  University,	
  1991,	
  pp.	
  187–201.	
  

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  60	
  units	
  of	
  the	
  Prison	
  College	
  Program,	
  was	
  compared	
  
with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  30	
  units	
  or	
  less	
  because	
  they	
  dropped	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  Prison	
  College	
  
Program.	
  Inmates	
  who	
  had	
  a	
  high-­‐school	
  diploma,	
  passed	
  an	
  achievement	
  test,	
  and	
  gave	
  evidence	
  of	
  ability	
  to	
  
do	
  college-­‐level	
  work	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  
matched	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  on	
  race,	
  age,	
  and	
  prior	
  education,	
  but	
  differed	
  on	
  several	
  measures	
  of	
  prior	
  
criminal	
  history.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education
The	
  Maricopa	
  County	
  Detention	
  Center	
  Job	
  Skills	
  
Program.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  local,	
  correctional	
  facility	
  in	
  Maricopa	
  County,	
  
Arizona.	
  The	
  security	
  level	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  

were	
  not	
  reported.

Return	
  to	
  prison	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  an	
  
unspecified	
  period	
  of	
  time.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=	
  101 n=	
  101

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  46.1% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  46.1%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Houston	
  Markley,	
  Kevin	
  Flynn,	
  and	
  Sharon	
  
Bercaw-­‐Dooen,	
  “Offender	
  Skills	
  Training	
  

and	
  Employment	
  Success:	
  An	
  Evaluation	
  of	
  
Outcomes,”	
  Corrective	
  and	
  Social	
  Psychiatry	
  

and	
  Journal	
  of	
  Behavior	
  Technology,	
  
Methods	
  and	
  Therapy,	
  Vol.	
  29,	
  No.	
  1,	
  1983,	
  

pp.	
  1–11.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  job	
  training	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  
assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  had	
  completed	
  three-­‐quarters	
  of	
  the	
  intervention	
  and	
  only	
  if	
  a	
  match	
  
could	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  
treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  sex,	
  ethnic	
  origin,	
  educational	
  attainment,	
  and	
  skill	
  level	
  prior	
  to	
  training.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Maryland	
  Department	
  of	
  Public	
  Safety	
  and	
  
Correctional	
  Services	
  vocational	
  apprenticeship	
  

program.	
  The	
  program	
  includes	
  full-­‐time	
  vocational	
  
and	
  academic	
  training	
  and	
  is	
  conducted	
  at	
  state-­‐use	
  

industries	
  or	
  institutional	
  food	
  services	
  
departments.	
  Students	
  receive	
  academic	
  training	
  by	
  
enrolling	
  in	
  classroom	
  instruction	
  provided	
  by	
  local	
  
community	
  colleges.	
  Apprentices	
  also	
  receive	
  job	
  
placement	
  assistance.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  

of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Maryland.	
  The	
  number	
  

and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Return	
  to	
  the	
  state	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  for	
  a	
  

new	
  conviction	
  within	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=47 n=4,007

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  25.6% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  47.6%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Maryland	
  Department	
  of	
  Public	
  Safety	
  and	
  
Correctional	
  Services,	
  Offender	
  Recidivism	
  

Report,	
  Baltimore,	
  Md.,	
  1988.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  the	
  apprenticeship	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  did	
  not	
  complete	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  
the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Illinois	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  academic	
  and	
  
vocational	
  programs.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  

the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state,	
  minimum	
  to	
  maximum	
  security	
  

prisons	
  in	
  Illinois.	
  The	
  number	
  was	
  not	
  reported.
Return	
  to	
  prison	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  79	
  months	
  

of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=754 n=771

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  13.1% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  37.5%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

C.	
  McGee,	
  The	
  Positive	
  Impact	
  of	
  
Corrections	
  Education	
  on	
  Recidivism	
  and	
  
Employment,	
  Springfield,	
  Ill.:	
  Illinois	
  

Department	
  of	
  Corrections,	
  School	
  District	
  
428;	
  and	
  Illinois	
  Council	
  on	
  Vocational	
  

Education,	
  1997.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  a	
  postsecondary	
  educational	
  and/or	
  vocational	
  
program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  complete	
  these	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  
matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  race,	
  gender,	
  age,	
  marital	
  status,	
  prior	
  
criminal	
  record,	
  prior	
  academic	
  achievement,	
  type	
  of	
  crime,	
  and	
  length	
  of	
  sentence.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Secondary	
  Education

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Indiana	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  education	
  
programs,	
  including	
  Adult	
  Basic	
  Education,	
  GED	
  
preparation,	
  postsecondary	
  college	
  courses,	
  and	
  
postsecondary	
  job-­‐oriented	
  certificate	
  programs.	
  	
  

The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  
reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Indiana.	
  The	
  
number,	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  prison)	
  

were	
  not	
  reported.

Parole,	
  probation,	
  commitment,	
  or	
  return	
  to	
  
incarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  3	
  years.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=1,077 n=1,078
Recidivism	
  Rate=27.1%* Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 4

John	
  M.	
  Nally,	
  Susan	
  R.	
  Lockwood,	
  Taiping	
  
Ho,	
  and	
  Katie	
  Knutson,	
  "The	
  Effect	
  of	
  
Correctional	
  Education	
  on	
  Postrelease	
  
Employment	
  and	
  Recidivism:	
  A	
  5-­‐Year	
  

Follow-­‐Up	
  Study	
  in	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  Indiana,"	
  
working	
  paper,	
  2011.	
  

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  correctional	
  education	
  
programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  How	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  was	
  not	
  
reported.	
  The	
  analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  in	
  race,	
  gender,	
  age,	
  education,	
  and	
  employment	
  status	
  when	
  
investigating	
  differences	
  in	
  recidivism	
  between	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  group.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.27	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  
we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50.0%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  

the	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  27.1%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation
Postsecondary	
  Education

New	
  York	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  Correctional	
  
Services	
  education	
  programs.	
  The	
  department	
  

offered	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  academic	
  education	
  programs	
  for	
  
inmates	
  without	
  high	
  school	
  diplomas,	
  culminating	
  
in	
  the	
  high	
  school	
  equivalency	
  test	
  preparation	
  

program	
  and	
  subsequent	
  college	
  course	
  taking.	
  The	
  
duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  

reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  

The	
  number	
  or	
  security	
  level	
  was	
  not	
  reported. Return	
  to	
  prison	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n n

GED:	
  4,226
Postsecondary:	
  356

GED:	
  11,294
Postsecondary:	
  630

Recidivism	
  Rates Recidivism	
  Rates
GED:	
  34.0%

Postsecondary:	
  26.4%
GED:	
  39.1%

Postsecondary:	
  44.6%
WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating

Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

New	
  York	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  Correctional	
  
Services,	
  Overview	
  of	
  Department	
  Follow-­‐
Up	
  Research	
  on	
  Return	
  Rates	
  of	
  Participants	
  

in	
  Major	
  Programs,	
  Albany,	
  N.Y.,	
  1992.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Two	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  one	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  received	
  GED	
  degrees	
  while	
  incarcerated	
  and	
  one	
  
consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  enrolled	
  in	
  college	
  courses	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  
not	
  receive	
  GED	
  degrees	
  or	
  enroll	
  in	
  college	
  courses	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  How	
  inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  was	
  not	
  reported.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation

GED	
  Program	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  
Corrections	
  facilities.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  

the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
70	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  The	
  security	
  level	
  was	
  

not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  3	
  years	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=2,330 n=9,419

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  32% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  37%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

John	
  Nuttall,	
  Linda	
  Hollmen,	
  and	
  E.	
  Michele	
  
Staley,	
  “The	
  Effect	
  of	
  Earning	
  a	
  GED	
  on	
  

Recidivism	
  Rates,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  
Education,	
  Vol.	
  54,	
  No.	
  3,	
  September	
  2003,	
  

pp.	
  90–94.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  earned	
  a	
  GED	
  degree	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  
inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  earn	
  a	
  GED	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  No	
  members	
  of	
  either	
  group	
  held	
  a	
  GED	
  or	
  high	
  school	
  
diploma	
  prior	
  to	
  incarceration.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  academic	
  courses	
  that	
  prepared	
  them	
  for	
  the	
  GED;	
  
screening	
  tests	
  were	
  used	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  academic	
  level	
  of	
  their	
  coursework.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

A	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  program	
  offered	
  by	
  the	
  
Alexander	
  City	
  Junior	
  College's	
  Prison	
  College	
  

Extension	
  program.	
  Each	
  course	
  met	
  5	
  hours	
  per	
  
week	
  per	
  academic	
  quarter.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Two	
  public	
  prisons	
  in	
  Alabama.	
  The	
  jurisdiction	
  (federal,	
  
state,	
  or	
  local)	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported. Details	
  about	
  the	
  measure	
  were	
  not	
  reported.	
  

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=129 n=129

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  3.9% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  11.5%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Marian	
  O’Neil,	
  “Correctional	
  Higher	
  
Education:	
  Reduced	
  Recidivism?”	
  Journal	
  of	
  

Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  41,	
  No.	
  1,	
  
March	
  1990,	
  pp.	
  28–31.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  qualified	
  for	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  but	
  did	
  not	
  
participate	
  in	
  it	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Secondary	
  Education
Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Wisconsin	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  Educational	
  
and	
  Vocational	
  programs.	
  These	
  programs	
  include	
  
Adult	
  Basic	
  Education,	
  high	
  school	
  equivalency,	
  
literacy,	
  programs	
  for	
  inmates	
  with	
  learning	
  
disabilities,	
  programs	
  for	
  high	
  school	
  degrees,	
  

college	
  courses,	
  study	
  release,	
  and	
  training	
  in	
  50	
  
vocational	
  subjects.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  

the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state,	
  minimum	
  and	
  maximum	
  security	
  
prisons	
  in	
  Wisconsin.	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  facilities	
  was	
  not	
  

reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  to	
  60	
  
months	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n n

Academic:	
  212 Academic:	
  450
Academic	
  Recidivism	
  Rate=39.7%* Academic	
  Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

n n
Vocational:	
  219 Vocational:	
  95

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  36.4% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  48.8%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards Academic	
  comparison=3

Vocational	
  comparison=2

Anne	
  Morrison	
  Piehl,	
  Learning	
  While	
  Doing	
  
Time,	
  Cambridge,	
  Mass.:	
  Malcolm	
  Wiener	
  
Center	
  for	
  Social	
  Policy,	
  John	
  F.	
  Kennedy	
  

School	
  of	
  Government,	
  Harvard	
  University,	
  
1994.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Two	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  one	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  an	
  academic	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated	
  and	
  
the	
  other	
  who	
  completed	
  a	
  vocational	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  
participate	
  in	
  these	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  
groups	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  recommendations	
  of	
  program	
  staff	
  and	
  self-­‐selection	
  and	
  the	
  recommendations	
  of	
  
program	
  staff.	
  The	
  analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  between	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  group	
  in	
  race,	
  test	
  
scores,	
  prior	
  education	
  level	
  and	
  incarceration	
  history,	
  age	
  at	
  current	
  incarceration,	
  	
  sentence	
  length,	
  
institutional	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  offense	
  type.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  
shown	
  here	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.66	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  
the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  

recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  the	
  academic	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  39.7%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Operation	
  Outward	
  Reach	
  provided	
  inmates	
  with	
  
vocational	
  training	
  through	
  participation	
  in	
  

community-­‐based	
  construction	
  projects	
  in	
  areas	
  
such	
  as	
  carpentry	
  and	
  masonry.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  

frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Pennsylvania.	
  The	
  number	
  

of	
  facilities	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Rearrest	
  or	
  parole	
  violation	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  

1	
  to	
  5	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=323 n=319

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  25% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  41%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Thomas	
  P.	
  Ryan	
  and	
  Joseph	
  F.	
  Desuta,	
  “A	
  
Comparison	
  of	
  Recidivism	
  Rates	
  for	
  
Operation	
  Outward	
  Reach	
  (OOR)	
  

Participants	
  and	
  Control	
  Groups	
  of	
  Non-­‐
Participants	
  for	
  the	
  Years	
  1990	
  Through	
  
1994,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  

Vol.	
  51,	
  No.	
  4,	
  December	
  2000,	
  pp.	
  
316–319.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  Operation	
  Outward	
  Reach	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  
Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  
was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  age,	
  race,	
  and	
  type	
  of	
  crime.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Vocational	
  Education

Post-­‐Release	
  Employment	
  Project	
  (PREP)	
  involving	
  
industrial	
  work,	
  vocational	
  instruction,	
  and/or	
  

apprenticeship	
  training	
  in	
  prison.	
  The	
  duration	
  of	
  
participation	
  was	
  at	
  least	
  6	
  months;	
  the	
  frequency	
  

of	
  participation	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  federal	
  prisons.	
  The	
  number,	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  
private),	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  location	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Revocation	
  of	
  supervision	
  or	
  rearrest	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  
offense	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=1,502 n=1,829

Recidivism	
  Rate=40.1%* Recidivism	
  Rate=50.0%*

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 4

William	
  G.	
  Saylor	
  and	
  Gerald	
  G.	
  Gaes,	
  "Prep:	
  
Training	
  Inmates	
  Through	
  Industrial	
  Work	
  

Participation,	
  and	
  Vocational	
  and	
  
Apprenticeship,"	
  Corrections	
  Management	
  

Quarterly,	
  Vol.	
  1,	
  No.	
  2,	
  1996.	
  

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  matched	
  group	
  
of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  
comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  time	
  served,	
  sex,	
  
race,	
  age,	
  incarceration	
  length,	
  offense	
  type,	
  violent	
  past,	
  and	
  inmate	
  security	
  level;	
  the	
  analysis	
  also	
  adjusted	
  
for	
  age,	
  race,	
  prior	
  education,	
  and	
  release	
  cohort.

*Recidivism	
  rates	
  are	
  not	
  reported	
  separately	
  for	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  rates	
  shown	
  here	
  
are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  reported	
  odds	
  ratio	
  of	
  0.67	
  when	
  comparing	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  with	
  the	
  comparison	
  group.	
  If	
  
we	
  assume	
  a	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  of	
  50.0%	
  for	
  the	
  comparison	
  group,	
  the	
  corresponding	
  recidivism	
  rate	
  estimate	
  for	
  

the	
  treatment	
  group	
  would	
  be	
  40.1%.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Vocational	
  Education
Academic	
  and	
  vocational	
  programs	
  at	
  midwestern	
  
correctional	
  facilities.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  

of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
19	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  midwestern	
  states.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  

or	
  private)	
  and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported. Violations,	
  arrests,	
  and	
  jail	
  within	
  1	
  year.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n

Academic:	
  248
Vocational:	
  107

Academic	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  118
n=	
  287

Recidivism	
  Rates
Academic:	
  27%
Vocational:	
  25%

Academic	
  &	
  Vocational:	
  23%
Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  32%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Ranking
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Randall	
  E.	
  Schumacker	
  et	
  al.,	
  “Vocational	
  
and	
  Academic	
  Indicators	
  of	
  Parole	
  Success,”	
  
Journal	
  of	
  Correctional	
  Education,	
  Vol.	
  41,	
  

No.	
  1,	
  March	
  1990,	
  pp.	
  8–13.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Three	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  received	
  either	
  academic,	
  vocational,	
  or	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  
academic/vocational	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  
participate	
  in	
  either	
  academic	
  or	
  vocational	
  programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  
treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program
Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education

GED	
  Preparation
Secondary	
  Education

Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Pennsylvania	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections	
  education	
  
programs,	
  including	
  academic,	
  vocational,	
  and	
  

nontraditional	
  education	
  programs.	
  The	
  duration	
  
and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  public	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  Pennsylvania.	
  The	
  number	
  

and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  

release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group
n

ABE:	
  50
GED:	
  30

Vocational:	
  35
Multiple:	
  178 n=173

Recidivism	
  Rates Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  50.9%
ABE:	
  58.0%
GED:	
  60.0%

Vocational:	
  62.9%
Multiple:	
  46.6%
WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating

Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Linda	
  G.	
  Smith,	
  Pennsylvania	
  Department	
  of	
  
Corrections	
  Education	
  Outcome	
  Study,	
  
Lanham,	
  Md.:	
  Correctional	
  Education	
  

Association,	
  May	
  2005.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  any	
  correctional	
  education	
  
programs	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  who	
  were	
  screened	
  for	
  medical	
  and	
  educational	
  needs	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  
the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  included	
  inmates	
  who	
  both	
  did	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  
medical	
  and	
  educational	
  screenings.	
  The	
  analysis	
  adjusted	
  for	
  differences	
  in	
  sex,	
  race,	
  age,	
  and	
  prior	
  felonies	
  
between	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  group.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
Postsecondary	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Maryland,	
  Minnesota,	
  and	
  Ohio	
  correctional	
  
education	
  programs,	
  including	
  academic	
  and	
  
vocational	
  components.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  

frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Multiple	
  correctional	
  facilities	
  in	
  Maryland,	
  Minnesota,	
  
and	
  Ohio.	
  The	
  sector	
  (public	
  or	
  private),	
  jurisdiction	
  

(federal,	
  state,	
  or	
  local),	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  
or	
  prison)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  as	
  release	
  within	
  
3	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Groups Comparison	
  Groups
n n

Maryland:	
  261
Minnesota:	
  560

Ohio:	
  524

Maryland:	
  579
Minnesota:	
  465

Ohio:	
  710

Recidivism	
  Rates: Recidivism	
  Rates:
Maryland:	
  30.9%
Minnesota:	
  14.3%

Ohio:	
  24.4%

Maryland:	
  37.7%
Minnesota:	
  21.5%

Ohio:	
  31.7%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Stephen	
  J.	
  Steurer,	
  Linda	
  G.	
  Smith,	
  and	
  Alice	
  
Tracy,	
  Education	
  Reduces	
  Crime:	
  Three-­‐
State	
  Recidivism	
  Study,	
  Lanham,	
  Md.:	
  

Correctional	
  Education	
  Association,	
  2003.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Three	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  correctional	
  education	
  programs	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  three	
  groups	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  or	
  were	
  assigned	
  nonrandomly.	
  
Treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups	
  were	
  similar	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  age,	
  race,	
  family	
  incarceration,	
  violent	
  offender	
  
status,	
  and	
  employment	
  history.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education
Bedford	
  Hills	
  Correctional	
  Facility	
  College	
  
Program.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  

the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  public,	
  state,	
  maximum	
  security	
  

prison	
  for	
  women	
  in	
  New	
  York.
Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  3	
  

years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=274 n=2,031

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  7.7% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  29.9%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

María	
  Elena	
  Torre	
  and	
  Michelle	
  Fine,	
  “Bar	
  
None:	
  Extending	
  Affirmative	
  Action	
  to	
  
Higher	
  Education	
  in	
  Prison,”	
  Journal	
  of	
  
Social	
  Issues,	
  Vol.	
  61,	
  No.	
  3,	
  September	
  

2005,	
  pp.	
  569–594.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  
program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  
groups.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
Vocational	
  Education

Specialized	
  Training	
  and	
  Employment	
  Project	
  
(STEP),	
  which	
  has	
  a	
  6-­‐month	
  institutional	
  

component	
  including	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  curriculum,	
  
a	
  concurrent	
  work	
  assignment	
  in	
  the	
  institution,	
  pre-­‐

parole	
  planning,	
  and	
  employment	
  readiness	
  
training.	
  Participants	
  are	
  transferred	
  to	
  a	
  minimum	
  
security	
  facility	
  upon	
  successful	
  completion	
  of	
  STEP.	
  
Upon	
  parole,	
  agents	
  provide	
  intensive	
  supervision	
  to	
  
assist	
  parolees	
  with	
  transition	
  in	
  to	
  the	
  community	
  
and	
  helping	
  maintain	
  employment.	
  The	
  frequency	
  
was	
  1.5	
  hours	
  of	
  training,	
  5	
  days	
  a	
  week,	
  for	
  6	
  

months.	
  

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
Two	
  state	
  medium-­‐security	
  prisons	
  in	
  Wisconsin	
  and	
  one	
  
state	
  minimum-­‐security	
  prison	
  in	
  Wisconsin.	
  The	
  latter	
  
was	
  the	
  transfer	
  destination	
  for	
  participants.	
  The	
  sector	
  

(public	
  or	
  private)	
  was	
  not	
  reported.

Return	
  to	
  prison	
  within	
  2	
  to	
  5	
  years	
  after	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=234 n=42

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  12% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  25%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Kit	
  R.	
  Van	
  Stelle,	
  Julie	
  R.	
  Lidbury,	
  and	
  D.	
  
Paul	
  Moberg,	
  Specialized	
  Training	
  and	
  
Employment	
  Project	
  (STEP)	
  Wisconsin	
  

Department	
  of	
  Corrections,	
  October	
  1,	
  1993	
  
Through	
  September	
  30,	
  1995:	
  Final	
  
Evaluation	
  Report,	
  University	
  of	
  

Wisconsin–Madison	
  Medical	
  School,	
  
Department	
  of	
  Preventive	
  Medicine,	
  Center	
  
for	
  Health	
  Policy	
  and	
  Program	
  Evaluation,	
  

1995.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  STEP	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  
compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  either	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  or	
  dropped	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  randomly	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  and	
  comparison	
  groups,	
  but	
  the	
  study	
  suffered	
  
substantial	
  attrition,	
  and	
  analysis	
  did	
  not	
  fully	
  adjust	
  for	
  time	
  released	
  from	
  incarceration.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Adult	
  Basic/Remedial	
  Education
GED	
  Preparation

Work	
  ethic	
  camp,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  24-­‐hour	
  total	
  
confinement	
  program	
  that	
  includes	
  basic	
  academic	
  

skills	
  training,	
  creating	
  resumes,	
  interviewing,	
  
workplace	
  behavior.	
  The	
  program	
  lasted	
  for	
  120	
  to	
  
180	
  days,	
  from	
  4:40	
  am	
  to	
  10:00	
  pm	
  each	
  day.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism
One	
  state	
  correctional	
  facility	
  in	
  Washington.	
  The	
  sector	
  
(public	
  or	
  private),	
  security	
  level,	
  and	
  facility	
  type	
  (jail	
  or	
  

prison)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Rearrest	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  6	
  months	
  of	
  
release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=438 n=	
  479

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  6% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  6%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 2

Washington	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  
Corrections,	
  Evaluation	
  of	
  the	
  Work	
  Ethic	
  

Camp,	
  1998.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  completed	
  the	
  Work	
  Ethics	
  Camp	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  
was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  and	
  housed	
  in	
  the	
  general	
  facility.	
  
Inmates	
  were	
  assigned	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  if	
  they	
  were	
  recommended	
  by	
  a	
  judge,	
  sentenced	
  after	
  June	
  30,	
  
1993,	
  had	
  no	
  current	
  or	
  prior	
  convictions	
  for	
  violent	
  or	
  sex	
  offenses,	
  sentenced	
  to	
  a	
  term	
  of	
  total	
  confinement	
  
of	
  22	
  to	
  36	
  months,	
  and	
  between	
  the	
  ages	
  of	
  18	
  and	
  29	
  at	
  time	
  of	
  sentencing	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  comparison	
  group	
  if	
  
they	
  did	
  not	
  meet	
  all	
  these	
  conditions.



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

Postsecondary	
  Education

Prison-­‐based	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  programs	
  at	
  
Central	
  New	
  Mexico	
  Correctional	
  Facility,	
  the	
  New	
  
Mexico	
  Women’s	
  Correctional	
  Facility,	
  the	
  Westville	
  
Correctional	
  Facility	
  (Indiana),	
  and	
  the	
  Coffeewood	
  
Correctional	
  Center	
  (Virginia).	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  
frequency	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

41	
  public	
  and	
  private,	
  federal	
  and	
  state,	
  minimum	
  to	
  
medium	
  security	
  prisons	
  in	
  Indiana,	
  Massachusetts,	
  and	
  

New	
  Mexico.	
  

Reincarceration	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  
release	
  (Indiana).

Rearrest	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  state	
  within	
  1	
  year	
  of	
  release	
  
(Massachusetts	
  and	
  New	
  Mexico).

Treatment	
  Groups Comparison	
  Groups
n n

Indiana:	
  328
Massachusetts:	
  133
New	
  Mexico:	
  353

Indiana:	
  1068
Massachusetts:	
  185
New	
  Mexico:	
  1,329

Recidivism	
  Rates Recidivism	
  Rates
Indiana:	
  2.4%

Massachusetts:	
  15.8%
New	
  Mexico:	
  39.4%

Indiana:	
  5.3%
Massachusetts:	
  29.7%
New	
  Mexico:	
  44.9%

WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating
Meets	
  standards	
  with	
  reservations 4

Laura	
  Winterfield,	
  Mark	
  Coggeshall,	
  
Michelle	
  Burke-­‐Storer,	
  Vanessa	
  Correa,	
  and	
  
Simon	
  Tidd,	
  The	
  Effects	
  of	
  Postsecondary	
  
Correctional	
  Education:	
  Final	
  Report,	
  

Washington,	
  D.C.:	
  Urban	
  Institute,	
  May	
  
2009.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
Three	
  treatment	
  groups,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  participated	
  in	
  a	
  postsecondary	
  education	
  program	
  while	
  
incarcerated,	
  were	
  compared	
  with	
  three	
  groups	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  met	
  the	
  educational	
  prerequisites	
  for	
  
participation	
  but	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  while	
  incarcerated.	
  Inmates	
  self-­‐selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  
and	
  comparison	
  groups.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  comparable	
  to	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  
in	
  terms	
  of	
  race,	
  gender,	
  age,	
  prior	
  criminal	
  record,	
  and	
  length	
  of	
  sentence.	
  



Reference Education	
  Level	
  of	
  Program Description	
  of	
  Program

GED	
  Preparation

New	
  Jersey	
  Department	
  of	
  Corrections'	
  GED	
  
program.	
  The	
  duration	
  and	
  frequency	
  of	
  the	
  

courses	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Setting	
  of	
  Program Measure	
  of	
  Recidivism

Multiple,	
  public,	
  state	
  prisons	
  in	
  New	
  Jersey.	
  The	
  number	
  
and	
  security	
  level	
  were	
  not	
  reported.

Rearrest	
  within	
  6-­‐7	
  years	
  of	
  release.

Treatment	
  Group Comparison	
  Group

n=250 n=153

Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  51% Recidivism	
  Rate:	
  64%
WWC	
  Rating MD	
  Scale	
  Rating

Does	
  not	
  meet	
  standards 3

Kristen	
  Zgoba,	
  Sabrina	
  Haugebrook,	
  and	
  
Krista	
  Jenkins,	
  "The	
  Influence	
  of	
  GED	
  

Obtainment	
  on	
  Inmate	
  Release	
  Outcomes,"	
  
Criminal	
  Justice	
  and	
  Behavior,	
  Vol.	
  35,	
  No.	
  

3,	
  2008,	
  pp.	
  375-­‐387.

Overview	
  of	
  Research	
  Design	
  and	
  Analysis
A	
  treatment	
  group,	
  consisting	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  passed	
  the	
  GED	
  exam	
  while	
  incarcerated,	
  was	
  compared	
  with	
  a	
  
group	
  of	
  inmates	
  who	
  did	
  not	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  GED	
  program.	
  Inmates	
  were	
  selected	
  into	
  the	
  treatment	
  group	
  
based	
  on	
  their	
  high	
  school	
  transcripts	
  and	
  their	
  individual	
  goals.	
  The	
  comparison	
  group	
  was	
  matched	
  to	
  the	
  
treatment	
  group	
  on	
  gender,	
  race,	
  employment	
  and	
  marital	
  status,	
  drug	
  and	
  alcohol	
  histories,	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  
offense,	
  release	
  age,	
  prior	
  arrests,	
  prior	
  convictions,	
  prior	
  incarcerations,	
  and	
  length	
  of	
  sentence.	
  However,	
  
match	
  quality	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  baseline	
  education	
  levels	
  and	
  years	
  observed	
  post-­‐release	
  (within	
  the	
  6-­‐7	
  year	
  
window)	
  were	
  not	
  reported.




