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Preface 

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic is having unprecedented effects on 
society. Immediate and long-term interventions are needed to control the spread of the virus and 
mitigate the economic impact on families. For interventions to be effective, governments, 
businesses, and communities need up-to-date, reliable information about which individuals are 
most affected and how their health, employment, financial, and educational outcomes are 
changing during the rapidly evolving crisis. High-quality, transparent, objective information is 
essential for designing, targeting, and evaluating policies for those who need the most help in 
this dynamic landscape.  

This appendix presents results from a survey wave fielded through the RAND American Life 
Panel to assess the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on individuals and households in August 
2020. Information about the objectives and fielding of the survey are presented in the 
accompanying technical document (2020 American Life Panel Survey on Impacts of COVID-19: 
Technical Documentation, RR-A308-1); results from an earlier survey wave in May 2020 can be 
found in a separate appendix (2020 American Life Panel Survey on Impacts of COVID-19: May 
2020 Survey Results, RR-A308-2-v2). Among the 2,052 respondents who participated in the 
May 2020 survey wave, the 2,048 who remained in the panel and eligible were invited to 
participate in the August 2020 wave. Among those invited, 1,884 participated in the August 2020 
wave (a 92-percent completion rate).  

Respondent characteristics for both surveys are also provided, based on the My Household 
Survey, which was fielded in February 2020.  

RAND Education and Labor 

This study was undertaken by RAND Education and Labor, a division of the RAND 
Corporation that conducts research on early childhood through postsecondary education 
programs, workforce development, and programs and policies affecting workers, 
entrepreneurship, and financial literacy and decisionmaking. More information about RAND can 
be found at www.rand.org. Questions about this report should be directed to Katherine Carman 
at kcarman@rand.org, and questions about RAND Education and Labor should be directed to 
educationandlabor@rand.org.  

Funding 
Funding for this research was provided by gifts from RAND supporters and income from 

operations. 
  

http://www.rand.org
mailto:kcarman@rand.org
mailto:educationandlabor@rand.org
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Respondent Characteristics 

 May 2020 Survey  August 2020 Survey 

 Weighted 
Percentage/Mean 

Standard 
Error 

 Weighted 
Percentage/Mean 

Standard 
Error 

Gender      

Male 48.1 2.0  48.1 2.1 

Female 51.9 2.0  51.9 2.1 

Race      

White/Caucasian 75.2 1.7  74.5 1.9 

Black/African American 12.0 1.2  11.9 1.4 

American Indian or Alaska 
Native 

1.7 0.7  1.2 0.4 

Asian or Pacific Islander 3.4 0.7  3.9 1.0 

Other 7.7 1.1  8.5 1.3 

Hispanic or Latino      

Yes 18.6 1.6  18.0 1.7 

No 81.4 1.6  82.0 1.7 

Age (mean) 50.5 0.7  51.0 0.7 

Education      

Less than high school 
diploma 

8.2 1.5  7.6 1.4 

High school graduate or 
equivalent 

29.7 2.0  30.4 2.1 

Some college, no degree 16.6 1.3  15.2 1.3 

Associate’s degree 9.6 0.9  10.8 1.2 

Bachelor’s degree or higher 35.9 1.7  36.0 1.9 

Household income      

Less than $12,499 6.7 1.0  6.7 1.2 

$12,500 to $24,999 10.3 1.5  8.6 1.1 

$25,000 to $49,999 22.2 1.6  24.6 1.9 

$50,000 to $74,999 20.8 1.5  19.4 1.5 

$75,000 to $99,999 11.2 1.1  11.9 1.3 

$100,000 to $124,999 9.7 1.0  10.5 1.3 

$125,000 to $199,999 12.7 1.3  12.0 1.3 

$200,000 or more 6.2 1.1  6.2 0.9 
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 May 2020 Survey  August 2020 Survey 

 Weighted 
Percentage/Mean 

Standard 
Error 

 Weighted 
Percentage/Mean 

Standard 
Error 

General health      

Excellent 11.7 1.3  11.6 1.3 

Very good 38.7 1.9  36.8 1.9 

Good 35.3 1.9  37.7 2.1 

Fair 12.0 1.2  11.9 1.3 

Poor 2.0 0.5  2.0 0.5 

NOTE: Weighted responses for the 2,052 respondents included in the May 2020 wave of the Impacts of COVID-19 
survey and the 1,884 respondents included in the August 2020 wave. Responses are based on the My Household 
Survey fielded in February 2020. The number of respondents for each variable is 2,052 for the May 2020 survey 
wave, with the exceptions of income (four respondents declined to respond) and general health (one respondent 
declined to respond), and 1,884 for the August 2020 survey wave, with the exception of income (four respondents 
declined to respond). Because of these exceptions, some categories do not sum to 100 percent. For two 
respondents who were aged 90 or above, age was winsorized at 90 to protect respondent identity. 
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Impacts of COVID-19: Survey Results from the RAND American 
Life Panel, August 2020 

The following tables present weighted percentages of survey results along with standard 
errors. Each table shows a separate survey question. At the end of each question, we list the 
question number as it appears in the survey (e.g., SW_Q1) so that interested readers can more 
easily identify the questions in the data files, which will be available on the American Life Panel 
(ALP) data pages (alpdata.rand.org) after a one-year embargo period.  

Subjective Well-Being  

B.1. Using a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 means “very dissatisfied” and 10 means “very satisfied,” 
how do you feel about your life as a whole these days? (SW_Q1)  

 Weighted Percentage  Standard Error 
1 Very dissatisfied 1.0 0.4 

2 1.0 0.3 

3 4.1 1.2 

4 5.2 1.0 

5 7.4 0.9 

6 14.3 1.8 

7 20.7 1.7 

8 22.3 1.5 

9 15.4 1.3 

10 Very satisfied 8.5 1.3 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.2. How satisfied are you with your job or other daily activities these days? (SW_Q2) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very satisfied  13.2 1.4 

Satisfied 46.8 2.0 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  22.7 1.7 

Dissatisfied  14.9 1.7 

Very dissatisfied  2.3 0.5 

Nonresponse 0.0      N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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Mental Health 

B.3. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel nervous? (SPD_Q1) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  2.0 0.5 

Most of the time  12.3 1.7 

Some of the time  26.6 1.8 

A little of the time  34.7 1.9 

None of the time  24.4 1.6 

Nonresponse 0.0   N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.4. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel hopeless? (SPD_Q2) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  0.8 0.2 

Most of the time  6.8 1.5 

Some of the time  19.5 1.8 

A little of the time  21.1 1.7 

None of the time  51.7 2.1 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.5. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel restless or fidgety? (SPD_Q3) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  1.5 0.4 

Most of the time  10.6 1.5 

Some of the time  25.4 1.7 

A little of the time  33.7 2.0 

None of the time  28.8 1.8 

Nonresponse 0.0   N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.6. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel so depressed that nothing could 
cheer you up? (SPD_Q4) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  0.8 0.3 

Most of the time  5.8 1.5 

Some of the time  11.7 1.5 

A little of the time  20.8 1.7 

None of the time  60.9 2.1 

Nonresponse 0.0       N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.7. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel that everything was an effort? 
(SPD_Q5) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  1.5 0.4 

Most of the time  11.6 1.6 

Some of the time  21.3 1.8 

A little of the time  31.5 1.8 

None of the time  34.1 1.9 

Nonresponse 0.01 0.01 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.8. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel worthless? (SPD_Q6) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
All of the time  1.1 0.3 

Most of the time  6.6 1.5 

Some of the time  9.3 1.3 

A little of the time  14.7 1.4 

None of the time  68.3 2.1 

Nonresponse 0.0       N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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Disruption to Routine Behaviors 

B.9. Since the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak first started, how much has it 
prevented you from: (DRB_Q1) 

 Weighted Percentage (Standard Error) 
Number 
Asked to 
Respond 

 
Not at All A Little Somewhat 

Very 
Much Totally 

Non-
response 

Interacting with your friends?  8.0 (1.2) 16.7 (1.6) 25.0 (1.8) 38.6 (2.0) 11.7 (1.4) 0.0 (N/A) 1,884 

Taking care of your usual daily 
chores?  

36.0 (2.0) 29.3 (1.9) 23.1 (1.7) 9.2 (1.2) 2.4 (0.7) 0.0 (N/A) 1,884 

Doing your usual job or other 
tasks?  

30.3 (1.9) 25.3 (1.7) 22.4 (1.7) 13.7 (1.4) 8.4 (1.4) 0.0 (N/A) 1,884 

Being able to take care of your 
family or others who depend 
on you as well as you would 
like?  

37.1 (1.9) 21.4 (1.6) 24.4 (1.9) 12.4 (1.5) 4.7 (1.0) 0.02 (0.02) 1,884 

Planning for the future?  18.5 (1.4) 20.1 (1.5) 25.4 (1.9) 23.6 (1.8) 12.4 (1.5) 0.0 (N/A) 1,884 

Imagining a return to “normal 
life” in the future?  

10.3 (1.1) 20.9 (1.7) 26.2 (1.8) 26.3 (1.8) 16.3 (1.6) 0.1 (0.1) 1,884 

Health Care 

B.10. Since the pandemic started, did you communicate with a doctor or other health care 
provider in any of the following ways? (check all that apply) (H_Q11) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
My own personal doctor or provider by email  11.2 1.2 

My own personal doctor or provider by 
telephone 

22.8 1.7 

My own personal doctor or provider by 
videoconference  

16.7 1.5 

A new/unfamiliar doctor or provider by email  1.6 0.7 

A new/unfamiliar doctor or provider by 
telephone  

4.2 0.8 

A new/unfamiliar doctor or provider by 
videoconference  

3.8 0.9 

None of these  62.2 1.9 

Nonresponse 0.3 0.3 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

NOTE: Respondents could select multiple options unless they selected “None of these.” Percentages will not sum to 
100 percent.  
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B.11. After the pandemic, given the choice, how likely would you be to choose to see a doctor or 
other health care provider by videoconference or telephone rather than in-person? (H_Q12) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Much more likely 9.9 1.4 

More likely 18.6 1.4 

The same 40.8 2.1 

Less likely 15.6 1.4 

Much less likely 15.1 1.5 

Nonresponse 0.05 0.05 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

Experience with COVID-19 

B.12. Since January 2020, have you had an illness that you think was or could be the coronavirus 
(COVID-19)? (IE_Q1) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Yes, and I’ve had it confirmed by a health 
care provider (either with or without 
testing)  

1.5 0.4 

I got sick, but I don't know if it was the 
coronavirus  

16.7 1.6 

I thought I had the coronavirus, but later 
found out it wasn't the coronavirus  

3.0 0.6 

No  73.4 1.8 

I don't know  5.5 1.0 

Nonresponse 0.0 N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.13. Do you personally know anyone that you think or know has had the coronavirus (COVID-
19)? (IE_Q2) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Yes, I personally know someone who has 
had the coronavirus  

52.7 2.1 

Yes, I personally know someone who may 
have had the coronavirus, but I’m not sure  

7.5 1.0 

No, I don't personally know anyone that I 
think or am certain has had the 
coronavirus  

39.8 2.0 

Nonresponse 0.0    N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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Information and Trust 

B.14. Where do you get most of your information about the coronavirus (COVID-19)? Please 
rank the top four in the order in which you use them (1 = most frequently, 2 = 2nd most 
frequently, 3 = 3rd most frequently, 4 = 4th most frequently). (TI_Q2) 

 Weighted Percentage (Standard Error) 
Number 
Asked to 
Respond 

 
Ranked #1 Ranked #2 Ranked #3 Ranked #4 

Option Not 
Selected 

Print (e.g., newspapers, 
news magazines [e.g., 
Time, Newsweek)]  

4.8 (0.8) 4.7 (0.8) 5.6 (0.7) 5.5 (0.9) 78.6 (1.5) 1,884 

Broadcast television 
(e.g., ABC, NBC, CBS)  

16.7 (1.4) 
 

10.9 (1.1) 10.6 (1.2) 10.2 (1.4) 50.8 (2.1) 1,884 

Cable television (e.g., 
CNN, Fox, MSNBC)  

14.9 (1.4) 8.8 (1.2) 7.8 (0.9) 7.3 (0.9) 60.5 (2.0) 1,884 

Radio news programs 
(including streaming, 
[e.g., Sirius])  

4.1 (0.6) 4.8 (0.7) 6.6 (1.0) 4.6 (0.7) 79.1 (1.5) 1,884 

Online news sites (e.g., 
websites for print 
publications, Huffington 
Post, The Hill, Breitbart) 

15.0 (1.5) 11.3 (1.3) 11.5 (1.7) 4.9 (0.6) 56.5 (2.1) 1,884 

Social media (e.g., 
Twitter, Facebook, 
NextDoor)  

8.1 (1.3) 8.0 (1.1) 6.7 (0.8) 7.5 (1.2) 68.8 (1.9) 1,884 

Friends, family, or 
personal networks (e.g., 
work, church)  

5.7 (1.1) 9.6 (1.3) 9.9 (1.2) 15.1 (1.5) 59.0 (2.1) 1,884 

From state or local 
government 

9.0 (1.2) 12.4 (1.2) 12.5 (1.3) 13.2 (1.6) 52.1 (2.1) 1,884 

From federal government 
officials other than the 
President (such as the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
Anthony Fauci, Deborah 
Birx)  

10.1 (1.0) 15.0 (1.6) 11.7 (1.3) 8.1 (0.8) 54.2 (2.0) 1,884 

The President  2.8 (0.8) 3.8 (0.8) 4.7 (0.9) 3.8 (0.7) 84.2 (1.5) 1,884 

I don’t consume news 
about the coronavirus 

  8.1 (1.3) 1,884 

Nonresponse   0.8 (0.3)  

NOTE: Weighted percentage of respondents who ranked each option as #1, #2, #3, and #4 are shown. The option 
“I don’t consume news about the coronavirus” was exclusive, and the weighted percentage of respondents who 
chose this option is shown. The order in which the options were shown was randomized, except for the “I don’t 
consume news about the coronavirus” option, which was always shown as a separate button at the bottom. 
Because of nonresponse, some categories do not sum to 100 percent. 
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B.15. Which source provides the most reliable information about the coronavirus (COVID-19), 
in your opinion? Please rank the top four (1 = most reliable, 2 = 2nd most reliable, 3 = 3rd most 
reliable, 4 = 4th most reliable). (TI_Q3) 

 Weighted Percentage (Standard Error) Number 
Asked to 
Respond  Ranked #1 Ranked #2 Ranked #3 Ranked #4 

Option Not 
Selected 

Print (e.g., newspapers, 
news magazines [e.g., 
Time, Newsweek)]  

3.4 (0.4) 5.9 (0.9) 9.1 (1.2) 9.4 (1.4) 71.6 (1.9) 1,884 

Broadcast television (e.g., 
ABC, NBC, CBS)  

11.0 (1.3) 11.2 (1.1) 14.4 (1.4) 13.9 (1.6) 49.0 (2.1) 1,884 

Cable television (e.g., 
CNN, Fox, MSNBC)  

7.9 (1.0) 9.8 (1.2) 10.0 (1.1) 8.7 (1.0) 62.9 (1.9) 1,884 

Radio news programs 
(including streaming [e.g., 
Sirius])  

2.4 (0.5) 4.9 (0.9) 5.4 (0.7) 4.2 (0.6) 82.6 (1.3) 1,884 

Online news sites (e.g., 
websites for print 
publications, Huffington 
Post, The Hill, Breitbart)  

7.2 (1.2) 8.4 (1.1) 9.4 (1.2) 8.3 (1.1) 66.1 (2.0) 1,884 

Social media (e.g., Twitter, 
Facebook, NextDoor)  

2.8 (0.7) 3.1 (0.9) 5.2 (1.1) 5.6 (0.9) 82.6 (1.7) 1,884 

Friends, family, or 
personal networks (e.g., 
work, church)  

4.5 (0.9) 3.6 (0.6) 7.7 (1.1) 8.7 (0.8) 75.0 (1.6) 1,884 

From state or local 
government 

15.3 (1.5) 17.6 (1.4) 11.4 (1.3) 7.8 (0.9) 47.4 (2.1) 1,884 

From federal government 
officials other than the 
President (such as the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
Anthony Fauci, Deborah 
Birx)  

27.6 (1.7) 15.5 (1.6) 7.1 (0.9) 5.2 (0.6) 44.0 (2.1) 1,884 

The President  4.7 (0.8) 3.6 (0.6) 2.3 (0.4) 3.7 (0.8) 85.1 (1.3) 1,884 

I don’t consume news 
about the coronavirus 

  12.6 (1.7) 1,884 

Nonresponse    0.6 (0.2)  

NOTE: Weighted percentage of respondents who ranked each option as #1, #2, #3, and #4 are shown. The option 
“I don’t consume news about the coronavirus” was exclusive, and the weighted percentage of respondents who 
chose this option is shown. The order in which the options were shown was randomized, except for the “I don’t 
consume news about the coronavirus” option, which was always shown as a separate button at the bottom. 
Because of nonresponse, some categories do not sum to 100 percent. 
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Common Ingroup Identity 

B.16. Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each of the statements below. 
(CI_Q1) 

 Weighted Percentage (Standard Error)  

 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
Disagree Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Non-
response 

Number 
Asked to 
Respond 

Despite the different 
groups in the United 
States, there is 
frequently the sense that 
we are all just one group.  

27.9 (1.9) 38.8 (2.0) 18.3 (1.5) 
 

11.6 (1.5) 3.0 (0.8) 0.4 (0.3) 1,884 

In the United States, it 
usually feels as though 
we belong to different 
groups.  

2.5 (0.9) 6.6 (1.1) 18.5 (1.7) 45.2 (2.0) 27.2 (1.8) 0.1 (0.1) 1,884 

In the United States, it 
usually feels as though 
we are individuals and 
not members of a 
particular group.  

8.4 (1.2) 22.9 (1.9) 38.6 (2.0) 21.2 (1.5) 8.7 (1.2) 0.1 (0.1) 1,884 

Financial Well-Being 

B.17. In the past month, how difficult has it been for you to cover your expenses and pay all your 
bills? (FW_Q4) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very difficult  7.1 1.2 

Somewhat difficult  26.6 2.0 

Not at all difficult  64.1 2.1 

Don’t know  2.0 0.8 

Nonresponse 0.03 0.03 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.18. Suppose now you have an emergency expense that costs $400. Based on your current 
financial situation, how would you pay this expense? (FW_Q5a) 

 Weighted Percentage  
(Standard Error) Number 

Asked to 
Respond 

 
Yes No 

Non-
response 

By putting it on my credit card and paying it off in full at the 
next statement  

54.3 (2.4) 43.4 (2.4) 2.3 (0.6) 1,348 

By putting it on my credit card and paying it off over time  17.0 (2.0) 79.2 (2.0) 3.8 (0.6) 1,348 

With the money currently in my checking or savings account 
or with cash  

79.1 (1.9) 18.2 (1.8) 2.7 (0.6) 1,348 

Using a bank loan or line of credit  5.2 (1.4) 90.4 (1.5) 4.5 (0.7) 1,348 

By borrowing from a friend or family member  5.0 (1.2) 90.5 (1.3) 4.5 (0.7) 1,348 

Using a payday loan, deposit advance, or overdraft  1.6 (0.9) 94.0 (1.1) 4.4 (0.7) 1,348 

By selling something  7.2 (1.5) 88.4 (1.6) 4.4 (0.7) 1,348 

By using my stimulus payment  19.2 (2.0) 76.7 (2.0) 4.1 (0.7) 1,348 

By asking my landlord or mortgage provider for an extension  3.7 (1.3) 91.9 (1.5) 4.4 (0.7) 1,348 

I wouldn’t be able to pay for the expense right now  7.0 (1.5) 88.0 (1.7) 5.0 (0.8) 1,348 

Other, please specify:  0.9 (0.3) 92.1 (1.0) 7.0 (0.9) 1,348 
NOTE: Only respondents who answered “Not at all difficult” or “Don’t know” to Question FW_Q4 (Table B.17) were 
asked this question. 

B.19. What methods are you using or do you plan to use to cover your expenses? (FW_Q5b) 
 Weighted Percentage  

(Standard Error) Number 
Asked to 
Respond 

 
Yes No 

Non-
response 

By putting it on my credit card and paying it off in full at the 
next statement  

22.3 (3.1) 72.9 (3.6) 4.9 (2.6) 535 

By putting it on my credit card and paying it off over time  40.7 (3.9) 57.9 (3.9) 1.4 (0.6) 535 

With the money currently in my checking or savings account 
or with cash  

80.8 (3.2) 17.7 (3.2) 1.5 (0.6) 535 

Using a bank loan or line of credit  15.4 (3.0) 79.9 (3.6) 4.7 (2.6) 535 

By borrowing from a friend or family member  28.7 (3.9) 66.3 (4.1) 5.0 (2.6) 535 

Using a payday loan, deposit advance, or overdraft  12.2 (2.7) 82.9 (3.4) 5.0 (2.6) 535 

By selling something  43.5 (4.0) 54.3 (4.0) 2.2 (0.7) 535 

By using my stimulus payment  76.6 (3.4) 21.6 (3.3) 1.9 (0.7) 535 

By asking my landlord or mortgage provider for an extension  21.3 (3.6) 75.4 (3.6) 3.3 (1.1) 535 

I wouldn’t be able to pay for the expense right now  30.8 (3.8) 67.7 (3.8) 1.5 (0.5) 535 

Other, please specify:  6.0 (1.5) 89.5 (1.9) 4.5 (1.2) 535 
NOTE: Only respondents who answered “Very difficult” or “Somewhat difficult” to Question FW_Q4 (Table B.17) were 
asked this question. 
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B.20. Since the middle of June 2020, have you received, applied for, or tried to apply for 
unemployment insurance? (FW_Q7) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
I did not apply 83.5 1.6 

I tried to apply but was not able to 0.5 0.2 

I applied but was not eligible 1.5 0.4 

I applied and am waiting to receive 
benefits 

2.2 1.0 

I have received benefits, and my weekly 
benefit is still at the same level as when I 
first started receiving benefits 

1.9 0.5 

I have received benefits, but my weekly 
benefit is now lower than when I first 
started receiving benefits 

4.9 0.8 

I received benefits for a while, but am no 
longer receiving benefits  

3.4 0.8 

Other (specify):  1.9 0.4 

Nonresponse 0.3 0.3 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

Online Shopping and Delivery 

B.21. Over the past month, how often did you do online shopping or get home delivery of any 
products, including meals, groceries, medication, clothing, books, or other products? (D_Q2) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Daily or almost every day  2.8 0.5 

A few times a week  22.9 1.8 

About once a week  19.3 1.7 

A few times per month 31.8 1.9 

Never or almost never  23.1 1.6 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.22. How does the amount of money you spent online or getting home delivery over the past 
month compare to the amount you spent in February 2020, before the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak? (D_Q5) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
I spend more than double what I used to 
before the COVID-19 pandemic  

10.6 1.2 

I spend somewhat more than I used to 
before the COVID-19 pandemic, but not 
double  

28.2 1.8 

I spend about the same  42.5 2.0 

I spend less than I did online before the 
COVID-19 pandemic  

18.5 1.8 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

Childcare and Schooling 

B.23. Is there at least one child in your household aged 18 or under? (Please respond based on all 
children aged 18 or under in your household even if those children are not your own.) (CS_Q5) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
No 67.9 2.1 

Yes 32.0 2.1 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.24. In the past seven days, who has been responsible for providing childcare for the children in 
your household during your normal work times? (Check all that apply.) (CS_Q4) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Me  64.7 4.0 

My spouse or partner  43.0 4.2 

Cares for self 18.5 3.0 

Day care  5.8 1.5 

Full-time in-person school  2.0 0.9 

Part-time in-person school  0.7 0.4 

In-person after-school program  1.0 0.7 

Another member of my household  14.1 3.8 

Another relative who is not a member of 
my household  

12.5 3.4 

A non-relative, such as a friend, 
neighbor, sitter, nanny, or au pair  

4.9 1.9 

Other (specify): 4.6 1.2 

Nonresponse 0.0 N/A 

Number asked to respond 398 

NOTE: Only respondents who indicated that there was a child in the household under the age of 18 in Question 
CS_Q5 (Table B.23) were asked this question. 

B.25. Please indicate the age of the oldest child in your household who is 18 or younger:  
(CS_Q6) 

 Mean Standard Error 
Age 11.0 0.41 

Number declined to respond 1 

Number asked to respond 398 

NOTE: Only respondents who indicated that there was a child in the household under the age of 18 in Question 
CS_Q5 (Table B.23) were asked this question.  
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B.26. Please respond to the following question based on the oldest child in your household. 
Children and teenagers may obtain information about COVID-19, its effects, and the reasons for 
widespread changes to their schooling or other activities from a variety of sources. Please 
indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each of the following statements about the 
information the oldest child in your household is receiving about COVID-19. (CS_Q7) 

 Weighted Percentage (Standard Error) 
Number 
Asked to 
Respond 

 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree 

Neither 
Agree nor 
Disagree Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

I Don’t 
Know 

Non-
response 

This child has 
received reliable, 
age-appropriate 
information from 
me or others to 
help them 
understand 
COVID-19.  

1.5 (0.5) 5.7 (3.0) 10.6 (2.9) 36.3 (4.1) 43.7 (4.4) 2.2 (1.2) 0.0 (N/A) 362 

This child has 
shared 
inaccurate 
information about 
COVID-19 with 
me or others. 

22.5 
(3.9) 

33.4 
(4.1) 

23.4 (3.8) 14.9 (3.4) 2.2 (0.7) 3.5 (1.4) 0.0 (N/A) 362 

I’m concerned 
about this child 
consuming 
misinformation 
about COVID-19.  

11.1 
(2.6) 

27.0 
(3.8) 

22.0 (3.4) 29.5 (4.5) 8.9 (2.6) 1.5 (0.9) 0.0 (N/A) 362 

This child’s 
behavior or 
comments 
suggest to me 
that they do not 
fully grasp the 
risks of COVID-
19.  

25.8 
(4.3) 

36.5 
(4.2) 

19.1 (3.6) 13.7 (2.8) 3.3 (0.9) 1.5 (0.8) 0.0 (N/A) 362 

This child’s 
behavior or 
comments 
suggest to me 
that they are 
overly concerned 
about the risks of 
COVID-19.  

14.3 
(2.3) 

32.9 
(4.1) 

34.8 (4.8) 13.5 (2.4) 3.5 (1.0) 0.9 (0.7) 0.0 (N/A) 362 

NOTE: Only respondents who indicated that there was a child in the household under the age of 18 in Question 
CS_Q5 (Table B.23), and who indicated that the oldest child in the household was at least three years old in 
Question CS_Q6 (Table B.25)  were asked this question. 
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B.27. Regardless of whether this child will be attending a school or childcare center offering in-
person instruction, do you support a policy requiring children to wear masks while in school or 
childcare centers? (CS_Q8) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
No 22.0 4.0 

Maybe, but I’d like more evidence 20.6 3.8 

Yes 57.4 4.5 

Nonresponse 0.0   N/A 

Number asked to respond 362 

NOTE: Only respondents who indicated that there was a child in the household under the age of 18 in Question 
CS_Q5 (Table B.23), and who indicated that the oldest child in the household was at least three years old in 
Question CS_Q6 (Table B.25)  were asked this question. 

Employment 

B.28. Are you currently doing any of the following? If you have more than one job, please think 
about your MAIN job (that is, the job where you spend the most hours in a typical week). 
(EMP_Q1_screener) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
I work for an employer  54.7 2.0 

I am self-employed  8.4 1.3 

I work as an independent contractor 
(including gig economy work)  

1.4 0.3 

I do internet-based sales of goods or 
services (including selling items on Etsy or 
eBay)  

1.1 0.4 

I am doing some other work for pay or 
profit (specify):  

1.5 0.4 

I am not doing any work for pay or profit  32.7 1.7 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.29. Thinking about your current main job, please select the statement that best fits your 
situation (EMP_Q1_followup) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
This was my main job in February 2020; 
it has been my main job since then  

82.3 2.0 

This was my main job in February 2020; I 
temporarily stopped doing this job but 
have since restarted  

5.7 0.9 

This is a different main job than the main 
job I had in February 2020 

7.8 1.7 

I was not working in February 2020  4.2 0.9 

Nonresponse 0.0 N/A 

Number asked to respond 1,043 

NOTE: Only respondents who indicated that they were working in Question EMP_Q1_screener (Table B.28) were 
asked this question. 

Scientific Information  

B.30. How likely do you think it is that the universe began with the Big Bang? (TI_Q8) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very likely  22.4 1.7 

Likely  17.4 1.7 

Equally likely or unlikely  29.2 1.8 

Unlikely  10.7 1.2 

Very unlikely 20.3 1.6 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.31. How likely do you think it is that humans evolved from another species of animal? 
(TI_Q9) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very likely  23.3 1.7 

Likely  18.9 1.7 

Equally likely or unlikely  21.0 1.7 

Unlikely  12.6 1.3 

Very unlikely 24.1 1.7 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.32. In general, how safe do you think genetically modified foods are for human consumption? 
(TI_Q10) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very safe 10.1 1.3 

Somewhat safe 21.1 1.6 

Equally safe or unsafe  24.3 1.9 

Somewhat unsafe  27.7 1.7 

Very unsafe 16.7 1.5 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

 

B.33. In general, how safe do you think vaccines are? (TI_Q11) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very safe 34.9 2.1 

Somewhat safe 31.4 1.8 

Equally safe or unsafe  20.2 1.6 

Somewhat unsafe  8.8 1.0 

Very unsafe 4.5 1.0 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

B.34. In general, do you think homeopathic remedies are effective for treating illness? 
(Homeopathic remedies are characterized by the following: Medicines can cure a sick person if 
they can cause a similar sickness in a healthy person. The lower the dose of the medication, the 
greater its effectiveness.) (TI_Q12) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very effective  7.4 1.2 

Somewhat effective 24.9 1.7 

Equally effective or ineffective  37.5 2.0 

Somewhat ineffective 17.4 1.4 

Very ineffective 12.4 1.3 

Nonresponse 0.4 0.3 

Number asked to respond 1,884 
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B.35. How likely do you think it is that human activities have contributed to the recent rise in 
global temperature? (TI_Q13) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Very likely  43.4 2.1 

Likely  23.7 1.8 

Equally likely or unlikely  15.9 1.4 

Unlikely  7.1 1.1 

Very unlikely 5.3 0.8 

I do not believe that there is evidence for 
a recent rise in global temperature 

4.6 0.7 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

 

Domestic Conflict 

B.36. In the past 30 days, how has the number or intensity of verbal or physical fights with your 
domestic partner changed compared with the time before the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak? 
(DC_Q3) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Increased  13.2 1.9 

Decreased  6.1 1.0 

No change  79.6 2.1 

The relationship that I was in at the start 
of the pandemic ended more than 30 
days ago 

0.9 0.6 

Nonresponse 0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,147 

NOTE: Only respondents who reported that they were married or living with a partner in the My Household Survey 
fielded in February 2020 were asked this question.   
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Political Affiliation 

B.37. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a . . .? (PA_Q1) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Democrat  35.2 2.0 

Republican  26.2 1.7 

Independent   23.2 1.8 

Other   5.6 1.1 

Not sure   9.8 1.3 

Nonresponse  0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 1,884 

NOTE: The order in which the first two options appeared was randomized.  

B.38. Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat? (PA_Q2a) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Strong Democrat  67.8 3.4 

Not very strong Democrat  32.1 3.4 

Nonresponse  0.1 0.1 

Number asked to respond 712 

NOTE: Only respondents who answered “Democrat” to Question PA_Q1 (Table B.37) were asked this question. 

B.39. Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican? (PA_Q2b) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
Strong Republican  60.1 3.8 

Not very strong Republican  39.9 3.8 

Nonresponse  0.0 N/A 

Number asked to respond 531 

NOTE: Only respondents who answered “Republican” to Question PA_Q1 (Table B.37) were asked this question. 
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B.40. Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic or the Republican Party? (PA_Q2c) 

 Weighted Percentage Standard Error 
The Democratic party  27.9 3.3 

The Republican party  24.3 3.0 

Neither  44.9 4.2 

Not sure  2.8 1.0 

Nonresponse  0.0 N/A 

Number asked to respond 523 

NOTE: Only respondents who answered “Independent” or “Other” to Question PA_Q1 (Table B.37) were asked this 
question. 

 




