
 

Update for RAND HRS Fat Files Data (September 
2025) 
 
It was discovered that for a small number of preload and indicator variables in specific HRS core 
releases, some Household-level variables share the same name as HRS core release Respondent-level 
variables. This caused an overwrite issue on the respective RAND HRS Fat file releases only for the 
overlapping variables in which Household-level variables overwrote Respondent-level variables.  
 
We have replaced the affected RAND HRS Fat Files with corrected data packages that rename the 
household variables where appropriate so that Respondent variables are no longer overwritten. This 
results in value changes for the affected Respondent variables and the addition of new household 
specific variables as described in the table below. 
 
For preload variables, we have adopted the preferred name that HRS uses in subsequent releases for 
these variables (adopting the section X prefix for Household preloads found in later waves). 
 
Prev. Fat File New Fat File Prev. Fat File Variables 

Impacted 
New Household 
Variables 

H06f4a H06f4b KDATE, KZ087, KZ089 KX087, KX089 
H08f3a H08f3b LDATE, LZ087, LZ089 LX087, LX089 
Hd10f6a Hd10f6b MDATE, MZ089 MX089 
H18f2b H18f2c QDATE, QAMODE QAHMODE 
H20f1a H20f1b RDATE, RAHMODE, 

RZ099 
RAHMODE, RX099 

 


